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LETTER  I. 

I  PASS  over  the  portraits  you  give,  my 
dear  madam,  of  fome  of  the  members 
of  the  National  AlTembly,  and  fuppoling 
the  merits  and  demerits  you  attribute  to 
their  principles  and  their  pradice  to  be 
well  founded,  applaud  and  condemn 
with  you.  I  am  tempted  a  little  out  of 
the  path  I  was  purfuing,  by  your  advert¬ 
ing  to  tne  debate  on  the  fuppreffion  of 
monafteries.  What  your  fentiments  on 
the  fubjedl  are,  I  do  not  colled  from  the 
page  before  me,  nor  remember  to  have 
vol.  n.  B  feen 
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fcen  ftated  in  your  work  :  you  will  ex- 
cufe  me  therefore,  if,  through  ignorance 
or  inadvertency,  I  run  counter  to  your 
tacit  or  declared  opinion  without  apo- 
l°gy. 

There  is  hardly  any  popular  topic  on 
w  hich  I  fhould  be  more  at  a  lofs  to  infer 
the  opinion  of  any  ferious  perfon  from 
the  general  tenor  of  their  fentiments, 
than  the  queftion.  Whether  religious  fe- 
clulion  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  blefling  or 
a  punifhment  ?  whether  it  is  belh,  pro¬ 
moted  or  fuppreh  ?  The  interefts  of 
fociety  feem  againft  it ;  but  whether  that 
of  individuals  does  not  require  at  leaf  its 
toleration ,  has,  I  think,  in  the  fury  of  de- 
fpotic  abrogation,  and  the  infane  licence 
of  a  tyrannical  mob,  never  yet  been 
fairly  determined  ;  nor  can  we  gain 
much  light  on  the  fubjeT  from  expe¬ 
rience  :  the  deftrubtion  of  invents 
having,  by  fome  fraternities,  been  wel¬ 
comed  as  releafe,  by  others  deplored  as 
exile. 


FEMALE  MIND,  &C.  £ 

Like  all  other  human  inftitutions,  the 
monadic  life  may  be  rendered,  through 
mifapplication,  decidedly  noxious  to  fo- 
ciety,  and  detrimental  to  the  interefts  it 
is  immediately  calculated  to  promote  ; 
but  we  are  not  to  argue  on  the  merit  of 
any  thing  from  the  abufeof  it ;  and  that 
it  has  been  the  comfortable  refuge  of 
difappointment  or  diftrefs,  that  it  has 
fixed  the  wavering  in  the  path  that  leads 
to  peace,  and  that  it  has  ultimately  faved 
the  wretched  from  defpair,  I  hope  is 
not  too  much  to  attribute  to  a  practice 
that  has  at  leaft  the  prefcription  of  ages 
in  its  favor. 

It  is  condemned  as  cowardice  to  fly 
the  temptations  or  the  troubles  of  life. 
We  are  faid  to  defert  our  duty  when  we 
fhe-lter  ourfelves  from  its  dangers.  I 
grant  it ;  but  1  contend  that  there  are 
few  inftances  where  our  own  worldly  con¬ 
cerns  alone  are  involved,  in  which  cau¬ 
tion  is  not  fuperior  to  valor,  and  that 
true  greatnefs  of  mind  is  as  fully  evinced, 
B  2  in 
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in  Tome  cafes,  by'receding  as  by  prefling 


forward. 

The  arguments  for  and  againft  reli¬ 
gious  retirement,  are  very  different  when 
applied  to  the  two  fexes.  Few  men  are 
fo  detached  from  the  w'orld  as  to  have  a 
right  to  withdraw  their  aid  from  it,  till 

<o 

age  or  accident  has  deprived  them  of 
activity  ;  yet  furely  it  is  cruel  to  fhut  the 
door  againft  all,  when  the  religion  they 
profefs  recommends  their  taking  fhelter 
in  the  bofom  of  holinefs.— -Superftition, 
however  contemned  amongft  us,  I  can¬ 
not  look  on  as  a  fin  unpardonable  in  the 
fight  of  Fleaven :  the  mind  it  has  once 
feized  is  enervated  to  a  degree  that  ren¬ 


ders  it  unfit  for  human  intercourfe  :  it 
can  acquire  nothing  good  to  itfelf,  and  it 
may  do  mifchief  to  others.  As  therefore 
I  would  make  a  bridge  for  a  flying 
enemy,  I  would  have  fome  place  of  re¬ 
fuge  open  to  the  fuperftitious,  where 
he  might  be  at  peace,  and  leave  me  at 

?eaCe* '  '  The 
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The  helpleflhefs  of  decrepitude  fecks 
in  vain  the  mitigation  of  its  woes  from 
perfons  attached  by  none  of  the  focial 
principles.  How  often  have  I  feen  a 
tottering  old  man,  who  perhaps  had  juft 
the  means  of  foie  fubliftance,  waiting 
for  the  clamor  of  a  fhop  to  fubiide  that 
his  inarticulate  want  might  be  heard.  I 
have  watched  him  depart  with  the  mor- 
fel  for  his  dinner  he  could  fcarcely  ba¬ 
lance  on  the  fkevver,  or  the  loaf  he  had 
hardly  ftrength  to  grafp  ;  heedfully  cir- 
cumfpe<ft,  left,  in  his  vermicular  path,  he 
fnould  encounter  any  one  who  might,  by 
the  flighted:  collifion,  dcpofit  him  and 
his  purchafe  in  the  kennel.  I  haveghen 
faid  to  myfelf,  why  is  there  not  an 
afylum  in  this  country,  where  infirm 
age  might  And  a  ready  fupply  of  its 
wants  ? 

There  are  numberlefs  cafes  in  female 
life,  in  all  ranks,  and  at  all  ages,  where 
a  retreat  from  the  world  would  be  highly 
B  3  falutary. 
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falutarv.  The  evils  to  which  unpro¬ 
tected  women  are  expofed,  are  various 
and  innumerable  :  unlefs  they  ahume 
qualities  not  at  all  confonant  with  the 
feminine  character,  and  which  rob  it  of 
half  its  grace,  they  are  in  their  property, 
if  nor  in  their  principles,  the  dupes  of 
deligning  people,  or  of  their  own  inex¬ 
perience  *.  irritability  of  frame  gives  every 
evil  double  force,  or  fupinenefs  renders 
it  irremediable  :  haraffed  by  what  they 
have  not  ftrength  of  mind  to  furmount, 
or  milled  by  palhon  they  have  not 
been  taught  to  conquer,  the  world  frets 
them,  and  then  blames  the  temper  for 
what  is  a  fault  of  conftitution,  brought 
out,  like  obfcured  colour  on  the  canvas> 
by  particular  circumftances.  For  fuch 
furely  rhe  tranquillity  of  a  convent  is  to 
be  wifhed  :  to  fuch  it  furely  would,  con¬ 
ducted  on  certain  principles,  be  a  molt 
comfortable  retreat. 
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To  renounce  the  world,  has  been 
deemed  to  give  the  greateft,  the  moft 
indubitable  evidence  of  a  great  mind.  I 
cannot  think  it  fuch.  It  may  be  a  great, 
it  may  be  a  galling  facrifice  to  thofe  who 
are  taking  their  firft  draught  of  its  plea- 
fures ;  but  a  few  difappointments,  a  few 
difficulties,  the  lofs  of  one  friend,  the 
rubs  of  fociety,  or  even  the  very  nature 
of  all  enjoyment,  in  a  ffiort  timediiTolves 
all  its  fafeinations :  it  can  deceive  only 
the  unwary  ;  it  can  allure  only  Grangers, 
and  the  fentiment  that  uniformly  fuc- 
ceeds  any  wound  given  to  our  minds  is  a 
wifh  to  retire  from  it.  Perhaps  it  would  be 
wrong,  ninety-nine  times  in  an  hundred, 
that  our  prayers  fhould  be  liftened  to,  or 
our  wifhes  accompliffied  ;  but  furely  it 
is  unpleafant  to  confider,  that  it  is  in  all 
cafes  a  defire  that  cannot  be -gratified. 
Every  one,  able  or  unable,  is,  by  the 
continental  fpirit  of  ejectment,  forced 
upon  the  world  ;  all  mull  ftrugglc  though 
-B  4  fure 
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fure  of  falling;  and  all  muft  forego  the 
privilege  of  cultivating  in  quiet,  what 
the  religion  they  have  imbibed  with  their 
hrft  nutriment  recommends,  and  which 
pofiibly  was  the  only  mode  of  cultivation 
under  which  the  virtue  of  a  weak  mind 
could  thrive.  I  never  faw  a  tree  felled 
without  feeling  its  groans.;  the  deraci- 
nation  of  a  forefl  I  look  on  as  a  fpecies 
of  moral  facrilege  ;  and  I  own  I  cannot 
regard  with  pleafanter  fenfations  the 
effefls  of  that  opinion  which  confounded 
religion  and  hypocrify,  abftinence  and 
fenfuality ;  and  turned  the  profelfors  of 
each  on  a  wide  world,  where  evil  pro¬ 
pensities  flood  no  chance  of  corre&ion, 
and  where  the  virtue  of  half  a  life  might 
be  annihilated  in  a  moment. 

I  will  confefs  to  you,  my  dear  ma¬ 
dam,  that  in  my  feelings  on  this  Subject, 
my  paffions  in  fome  meafure  blend  them- 
felves  with  my  reafon,  though  1  hope  the 
latter,  as  it  has  ever  dictated  the  fame 

opinion. 
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had  chofen  a  fecluded  life,  and  made  a 
due  ufe  of  it,  had  been  buffered  to  re¬ 
main  in  it,  and  that  in  fome  obfcure 
nook  of  every  empire,  fuch  as  had  fin- 
cerely  defired  to  fecure  their  beft  inter- 
efts  in  retreat  might  have  found  a  well 
regulated  convent  to  receive  them. 
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Od.  1792. 


entering  at  all  into  the 


r  difeuflion  of  the  affairs  of  France, 
of  which  it  is  now  eafier  to  fee  the 
drift  than  the  conclulion,  I  may  obferve, 
my  dear  madam,  that  to  my  apprehen- 
fion  this  ftupendous  revolution  has  been 
divided  into  three  epochas.  'Thofe  who 
were  the  prime  movers  in  the  bulinefs, 
and  who  had  my  beft  willies,  as  the  tem¬ 
perate  promoters  of  a  limited,  in  prefe¬ 
rence  to  an  abfolute  monarchy,  by  the 
exigence  of  their  power  formed  one 
era:  they  were  fucceeded  by  a  more 
violent  fet  of  reformers,  whofe  reign  has 
lafted  till  within  a  few  months ;  this,  I 
call  the  fecond  era  :  we  are  now  in  the 
third,  which,  I  think,  may  be  called  the 
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millenium  of  the  mob.  I  believe  it  wa 
in  the  fecond  of  thefe  periods  that  you 
vifited  France,  and,  confequently,  that 
the  then  rulers  were  the  objedls  of  your 
admiration.  "Y  ou  fpeak  of  them  as  prov¬ 
ing  their  knowledge  of  the  human  heart 
by  addreffing  themfelves  to  the  paffions ; 
and  I  grant  youjuftified  in  your  obfer- 
vation  by  the  whole  force  of  modern 
reafoning. 

You  fay  that  thefe  French  patriots 
know  the  human  heart,  becaufe  they 
intereft  the  paffions.  I  admit  it,  if  the 
effedt  they  mean  to  work  is  temporary 
and  of  fhort  duration ;  but  if  what  they 
are  to  accomplifh  is  to  be  fubftantial; 
if  it  is  a  fteady  fyftem  of  legiflation  that 
they  are  forming  for  the  fervice  of  pof- 
terity,  not  a  commotion  they  are  excit¬ 
ing  for  the  furtherance  of  their  own 
private  views,  they  are  yet  to  learn  the 
texture  of  the  human  heart.  All  paf¬ 
fions,  like  the  eledtrical  fluid,  will  roufe, 
will  animate,  will  give  ftrength;  but 

what 
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what  follows  it?  Either  languor  and  de¬ 
bility,  or  another  fpeeies  of  animation 
confequentondifappoiiUment,and  which 
will  diredl  every  effort  of  the  deluded 
patient  againft  the  operator.  If  you  will 
refer  to  the  date  of  this  letter,  you  will, 
1  believe,  confefs  that  the  confequence 
has  already  faved  me  the  trouble  of 
adducing  further  proof. — Our  difpafches 
this  day  from  Paris,  give  us  that  debate, 
in  which  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  fecond 
phalanx  has  been  accufed  by  an  order  of 
citizens,  too  low  for  me  to  name,  of 
aiming  at  a  didfatorfhip. 

Had  you  lived,  my  dear  madam,  in 
a  lefs  philofophiling  age  than  the  pre- 
fent,  your  opinions,  which  I  am  happy  in 
repeating  are  frequently  evidences  of  the 
mo  ft  generous  temper,  would,  without 
lofing  aught  of  their  grace,  have  been 
very  different.  You  would  then  have 
liftened  to  any  one  who  had  taken  the 
other  fide  of  the  argument,  and  infilled } 
that  thofe  were  belt  acquainted  with  the 
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uman  heart,  who  fet  the  paffions  alide, 
while  they  addrefled  it ;  becaufe,  as  all 
paffion  is  effervefcence,  it  cannot  be  de¬ 
pended  on  for  its  continuance,  and  is 
to  be  dreaded  in  its  effeds ;  whereas,  the 
reafon  once  gained,  however  difficult  the 
■victory,  and  tardy  the  furrender,  con¬ 
viction  is  eftabliflied  on  a  balls  of  truth; 
the  nature  of  things  bears  witnefs  in  our 
favour ;  the  perception  of  good  and  evil 
proves  us  corred;  and  we  can  depend 
on  what  we  have  acquired. 

Nothing  appears  to  me  to  prove  this 
more  clearly,  than  a  comparifon  of  our 
Reformation  and  the  Revolution  of 
1688.  I  fpcak  only  on  the  authority 
of  the  belt  hiftorians,  not  with  the 
fmalleft  reference  to,  what  I  am  igno¬ 
rant  in,  politics.  Whatever  might  be 
the  fee  ret  motives  of  fuch  a  man  as  our 
Henry  the  eighth,  the  whole  of  his  con- 
dud  previous  to,  and  in  the  progrefs  of, 
the  reformation,  feems  to  have  been  the 
refult  of  no  great  wifdom  or  good  tem¬ 
per. 
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per.  It  was  an  appeal  to  the  moft  dread¬ 
ful  of  all  the  human  paflions  ;  it  was  the 
exercitation  of  a  fpirit  borrowed  from  the 
furies,  that  changed  the  national  faith 
of  this  country  :  the  new  opinion  fluctu¬ 
ated  with  its  foundation,  and  in  a  few 
years  was  nearly  overpowered ;  fo  nearly, 
that  I  fuppofe  no  one  will  deny,  that, 
had  the  fucceflbr  of  Mary  been  of  Mary’s 
church,  England  would  have  relapfed 
into  Mary’s  religion,  and  have  forgot¬ 
ten  that  any  other  had  ever  prevailed. 
The  firmnefs  of  unamiable  Elizabeth, 
which  never  courted  the  paflions,  though 
it  often  roufed  them,  renovated,  and  ef- 
tablifhed  cumbent  proteftantifm.  Its 
rival,  however,  remembered  how  vio¬ 
lently  fhe  had  been  llripped  of  the  pur¬ 
ple  and  tiara,  and  well  knowing  how 
her  fuccefior  had  been  originally  brought 
in,  watched  a  favourable  opportunity, 
at  leaf!,  to  fhakc  her  feat ;  and,  if  half  is 
to  be  believed  that  is  delivered  down  to 
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us,  of  the  deligns  of  the  laft  male  Stuart, 
file  had  ground  to  hope. 

That  convulfion  of  government,  which 
we  ftyle  the  Revolution,  was  an  appeal 
to  the  common  fenfe  of  the  kingdom, 
and  a  remedy  for  -its  difeafes,  which,  if 
all  people  did  not  inftantly  comprehend, 
was  no  fooner  underfiocd  than  wel¬ 
comed  :  it  was  cool,  it  was  permanent ; 
and  lending  its  aid  to  the  trembling 
genius  of  religion,  it  feared  her  with 
itfelf  on  the  throne. 

To  diverge  a  little  from  my  fub;ect, 
let  me  obferve  for  a  moment  on  the 
ftrange,  the  imperceptible,  yet  total 
fubveriion  of  public  opinion  within  a 
few  years.  I .  remember,  and  it  is  not 
long  hnce,  when  I  ufed  to  dread  the 
anniverfary  of  king  William’s  landing, 
on  account  of  the  turbulent  fpirit  the  com- 
memora.ion  of  it  feemed  to  excite  ;  and 
I  have,  as  jealous  of  the  peace  we 
enjoyed,  moft  charitably  wi filed  his 
grace  of  Leinfier  in  the  Liffy,  when  he 

has 
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has  hazarded  a  tumult  in  Dublin,  by 
parading  round  the  whig-hero’s  ftatue. — 
Who  praifes  William,  who  bleffes  the 
Revolution  now  ? — The  anfwer  to  this 
query,  I  fuppofe,  is  that  which  applies 
to  every  one,  ‘  We  are  an  enlightened 
‘  people.’  I  wifn  you  joy;  but  I  have 
occafionally  flit  in  a  room  fo  light,  that 
1  could  not  fee. 

There  is  a  paffage  in  your  page  now- 
before  me,  that  ferves  me  as  a  clue  to 
your  fentiments  on  this  laft  new  re-re-re¬ 
volution  in  France.  You  cannot  approve 
it,  I  am  convinced,  becaufe  you  fpeak 
of  five  hundred  young  ladies  forming  a 
procefTion,  in  which  they  led  releafed 
prifoners  in  filken  cords.  What  would 
a  Parifian  fpirit  feel  now  at  the  idea  even 
of  a  filken  cord  that  violates  his  liberty, 
or  at  the  more  revolting  idea  of  any 
one  holding  the  other  end  of  it.  The  very 
notion  is  fubverfiveof  equality;  it  raifes 
the  diftincftion  of  fuperior  and  inferior, 
of  firft  and  laft,  leader  and  follower, 
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&c.  &c.  between  the  holder  and  the 
held — ’tis  downright  ariftccracy. 

What  then  fhali  I  fay,  how  {hall  I  de¬ 
fend  your  principles,  my  dear  madam, 
from  a  worfe  charge,  that  of  favoring  ty¬ 
ranny,  if  you  afcribe  efficacy  to  a  pretty 
face  ?  Where  is  there  a  greater,  a  more 
■wayward  defpot  than  beauty  ?  Where 
lies  the  appeal  from  its  power?  Where 
is  the  fpirit  its  arts  cannot  fubdue  ? 
What  is  the  philofophy  that  withftands 
it  ?  What  the  amulet  that  robs  it  of  its 
influence  ? — ’Tis  dangerous  ! — ’tis  ty¬ 
rannical — will  a  vote  of  the  National 
Convention  expel  it  ?  I  fear  not — the 
only  remedy  then  is,  to  make  it  death  to 
the  perfon  convicted  of  it.  Inflamed 
with  the  zeal  of  democracy,  how  will  the 
Parifian  ladies  vie  with  each  other  in 
their  race  to  the  fcaffbld,  or  the  lan- 
terne?  How  will  the  Venus  and  the 
Hebe  of  our  polite  circles  deplore  the 
cruelty  of  Fortune,  when  fhe  dropped 
them  on  this  pufillanimous  ifland,  rather 
than  on  the.  bold  fhoreof  Gaul. 
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THE  exordium  to  the  ninth  letter 
of  your  firft  volume,  flatters  me,  my 
dear  madam,  with  the  hope,  that  how¬ 
ever  you  or  I  may  be  led  away  by  our 
feelings,  our  cool  opinions  on  fome 
topics  are  nearly  the  fame,  and,  that 
notwithflanding  the  enthufiafm  with 
which  you  enter  into  the  difeuflion  of 
flare  meafures  and  miftakes,  you  are  as 
averfe  to  the  aflumption  of  politics  into 
the  lift  of  female  accomplifhments,  as  I 
am.  You  feem  aware  that  you  will  be 
deemed  to  have  returned  to  your  own 
country  a  fierce  republican  ;  but  I  am 
certain,  had  you  confidered  the  mifehiefs 
that  might  enfue  to  a  monarchical  govern¬ 
ment,  where  all  are  at  liberty  to  be  hap- 
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py,  from  the  diflemination  of  principles 
that  tend  to  diffolve  every  link  of  fub- 
ordination,  and  to  infufe  a  fpirit  of  dif- 
content,  you  would  cautiou  fly  have  con¬ 
fined  your  fentiments  to  the  boundary  of 
your  own  heart,  or  at  moft  have  propa¬ 
gated  them  only  in  your  colloquial  inter- 
courfe  with  fociety. 

What  would  you  think  of  any  one 
who  fhould  go  into  the  nurfery  of  one  of 
your  friends,  perhaps  fuch  a  friend  as 
you  loved  for  the  moil:  amiable  qualities, 
and  revered  for  the  beft  intellectual  en¬ 
dowments,  and  fhould  preach  to  half  a 
dozen-high  fpirited  children  the  rights 
of  mankind,  the  tyranny  of  power,  the 
abjedtnefs  of  fubjedtion,  and  the  advan¬ 
tages  refulting  from  reliftance.  Suppofe 
the  elder  of  thefe  auditors  replied,  "  We 
“  have  good  and  kind  parents,  and  are 
**  content.”  This  anfvver  modern  phi- 
lofophy  forbids  to  be  admitted  as  argu¬ 
ment  ;  for  it  is  only  plain  matter  of  fadt. 
The  promulgator  of  the  new  dodtrine,  if 


female  MIND,  &C.  21 

m 

it  cannot  be  attacked  in  the  right  line 
of  contradiction, adopts  the  truly  Terpen¬ 
tine  obliquity  of  fafhionable  reafoning; 
plausibility,  pertinacity  and  promifes 
carry  the  point,  and  the  parental  au¬ 
thority  is  voted  down.  Would  any  body 
fay,  this  endearour  was  the  operation  of  a 
mind  fit  either  to  prefide  or  to  aflift  in 
any  community  ?  Should  we  not  call  it 
cruelty  in  the  extreme  both  to  pa¬ 
rents  and  children  ?  And  could  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  fo  unprincipled  an  affault 
could  be  made  on  domeftic  peace,  unlefs 
it  was  prompted  by  greedinefs  of  fome 

kind  or  other?  What  do  we  think  of 

♦ 

fervants  who  inftil  into  infant  bofoms 
notions  of  their  own  importance,  and  a 
contempt  of  authority,  buL  that  they  have 
in  view  their  own  emolument,  or  that  of 
the  clafs  in  general  to  which  they  be¬ 
long?  I  am  fure  Mifs  Williams  fliud- 
ders  at  the  idea. 

I  have  profcribed  the  unfair  mode  of 
controverting  any  of  your  opinions  or 

be- 
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benevolent  prophefies,  by  calling  your 
attention  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  in 
France.  I  confefs  that  it  was  impollible 
for  you  or  myfelf  to  have  forefeen  fuch 
dreadful  events  as  have  difgraced  human 
nature  in  that  country  :  I  therefore  will 
not  afk  you  whether  you  ftill  think  Eng¬ 
land  is  jealous  of  Gallic  liberty, or  angry 
at  being  furpaffed  in  her  offerings  to  the 
goddefs ;  but  I  will  confine  myfelf  to 
thefe  fimple  queftions  :  Can  we  truft  to 
Our  enthufiafm  for  performing  the  offices 
of  prudence?  Is  all  to  be  rifqued  for  the 
chance  that  fomething  may  be  gained  ? 
A  refolution  on  fuch  principles  is  down, 
right  gambling,  or  I  am  grofsly  de¬ 
ceived. 

The  Parifian  children,  you  tell  us,  in¬ 
flamed  with  the  cacoethes  pugnandi ,  pa¬ 
raded  the  flreets  in  martial  array.  I 
will  allow  you  to  have  fmiled  with  the 
moft  innocent  pleafure  at  the  fight ;  for 
at  that  time  the  world  had  not,  I  believe, 
produced  an  inffiance  of  a  poffe  of  chil¬ 
dren. 
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dren,  whofe  leaders  had  not  feen  their 
fifteenth  year,  abfolutely  murdering  a 
fellow  creature  !  But  this,  I  am  confi¬ 
dently  told,  has  recently  been  the  cafe — • 
the  young  blood-hounds,  ftill  objedts  of 
pity,  were  encouraged  and  commended 
by  their  parents.  Is  this  human  nature  ? 
My  head  will  not  bear  the  contempla¬ 
tion.  Can  the  fympathetic  pleader  in  be¬ 
half  of  Peruvian  mifery juftify  it?  It 
cannot  be.  Let  us  quit  the  fubjed:  ,*  and 
let  me  detach  my  thoughts  from  it  by 
afking  you,  my  dear  madam,  what  are 
the  honors  you  allude  to,  as  part  of  the 
foulagement  you  promife  your  amiable 
friend  Monf.  du  F. 

Your  making  ufe  of  fuch  a  term  of 
difiindion  is  to  me  another  comfortable 
proof  that  you  cannot  wifh  fuccefs  to 
the  prefent  anarchy  of  your  favorite 
country ;  for  all  honors  are,  I  think,  now 
effe&ually  obliterated,  and  their  very 
effence  is  inimical  to  the  new  fyftem  ; 
but  fo  natural  are  the  ideas  of  top  and 

bottom. 


H 


LETTERS  ON  THE 


bottom,  fir  ft  and  laft,  upper  and  lower, 
that  thefe  difciples  of  confufion  are 
perpetually  moving  for  their  admiffion 
in  fome  oblique  way  or  other.  To  point 
out  how  this  principle  has  recently  {hewn 
itfelf,  would  be  to  tranfgrefs  the  limits 
I  prefcribe  myfelf,  and  to  dip  farther 
into  their  councils  than  I  ever  wifh  to 
do. 

Though  fuppofed  faults  are  moft  fre¬ 
quently  the  objeds  of  critical  attention, 
and  we  are  more  prone  to  fhew  our  fa- 
gacity  in  cenfure  than  in  commendation, 
I  fhould  excufe  myfelf  of  the  groffeft  in- 
juftice  as  well  as  ftupidity,  if  I  did  not 
join  the  world  in  admiring  your  abilities 
and  your  exercife  of  them,  or  if  I  forbear 
to  fay  that  you  have  purchafed  a  right 
to  differ  from  me  as  often  as  you  pleafe, 
by  the  expreftion  of  your  fentiments  on 
feeing  the  pidure  of  La  Valiere,  in  the 
convent  of  Carmelites.  In  this  page  it 
is  not  the  devotee  of  any  fed  or  opinion 
that  repeats  the  taught-leffon  of  the 

world. 
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world.  It  is  charming  Helen  Williams 
who  fpeaks  what  I  fhall  ever  liften  to 
tvith  pleafure,  the  genuine  language  of 
her  own  glowing  heart.  Defcribe  for- 
row,  paint  happinefs,  plead  for  frailty, 
or  vindicate  the  virtues ;  and  I  will  be 
your  reader.  But  do  not,  I  befeech  you, 
endanger  your  temper,  or  the  delicate 
texture  of  your  talents,  by  employing 
your  thoughts  on  fubjedls  which,  in  the 
eye  of  genius,  muft  be  deemed  vulgar. 
Do  not  degrade  yourfelf  by  becoming 
the  champion  of  thofe  who,  incerta  pro 
cerlis,  helium  quam  pacem  malebani. 
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J  FEAR  it  is  a  repetition  to  remark,  that 
you,  my  dear  madam,  feem  to  poffefs 
a  quantity  of  fympathy  and  pity  that  is 
too  fhort  to  include  the  once  royal  fuf- 
ferers  by  the  Paris  revolution ;  and  yet  I 
cannot  but  think,  however  they  may  have 
erred,  their  diftreffes,  even  in  the  fumme'r 
1790,  claim  a  tear  from  the  eye  of 
gentlenefs.  I  do  not  know  that  the  con- 
feioufnefs  of  defert  is  any  confiderable 
alleviation  offuffering,  or  that  the  unen¬ 
viable  privilege  of  having  been  born  to  a 
kingdom,  exempts  any  man  from  the 
pains  of  exigence.  As  little  am  I  in¬ 
clined  to  fuppofe  it  exonerates  his  fellow- 
creatures  from  the  exercife  of  the  Chrif- 
£ian  duties  towards  him ;  but  (the 
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bifhop  of  D.  will  forgive  me  for  ufing 
his  words,)  if  the  moral  fceue  is  gone, 
what  is  it  fhall  reftrain  the  brutality  of 
human  nature  ? 

Can  Mifs  Williams,  while  fhe  deplores 
the  fufferings  of  La  Valiere,  while  fhe 
arrays  her  to  her  imagination  as  beau¬ 
tiful,  as  frail,  as  fallen,  and  a  woman - 

can  fhe  forget,  that  could  her  w  ork  reach 
the  prifon  of  the  Bourbons,  fhe  is  infult- 
ing,  by  poignant  refle&ions,  the  forrows 
of  a  giddy,  perhaps  a  culpable,  but  cer¬ 
tainly  a  wretched  woman,  one  whofe  fall 
is  at  leaf!  made  more  fevere,  if  it  is  more 
juft,  by  the  height  fhe  has  defcended 
from.  Becaufe  Louis  was  a  king,  is  he 
now  funk  below  the  level  of  mankind  ? 
Becaufe  Marie  Antionette  was  a  queen, 
and  at  one  time  the  idol  of  every  heart 
in  Europe,  is  fhe,  by  thefe  decayed  ho¬ 
nors,  protected  from  the  wants  and  mi- 
feries  of  the  moft  abjedt  diftrefs  ?  Are 
there  not  calamities  in  fuffering,  by 
which  we  feel  the  culprit  to  have  made 
C  2  atonement 
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atonement  to  the  world?  Is  reafoning, 
is  philofophy  neceffary  to  teach  us  to  be 
tender  to  a  proftrate  enemy  ? 

No  one  at  all  acquainted  with  the  hif- 
tory  of  our  country  is  lefs  an  advocate 
than  I  am,  irt  favor  of  our  Henrietta 
Maria,  the  wife  of  Charles  the  firft.  I 
am  perfuaded,  and  line  herfelf  confeffed 
it,  when  misfortunes  had  humbled  her, 
that  to  her  this  kingdom  was  indebted 
for  much  of  the  mifehief  that  marked 
our  annals,  from  1641,  till  the  re-efta- 
blifhment  of  monarchy  and  peace.  She 
was  a  woman  of  a  bufy  and  a  turbulent 
.fpirit,  which  file  inherited  from  her  mo¬ 
ther.  The  Medicean  heroines  are  not 
favourites  with  me;  but  I  blame  this 
defeendant  from  them  particularly,  be- 
caufe  fhe  did  not  confider,  that  when  fhe 
croffed  the  channel,  fhe  left  the  conti¬ 
nent  where  intrigue  and  tyranny  had 
ufurped  the  reins  of  government,  and 
came  to  a  land  where  there  exifted  a  law 
as  binding  on  the  governor  as  on  the  go¬ 
verned. 
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verned.  She  cod  the  kingdom  the  blood 
fcf  Tome  of  its  bed:  fubjefts  ;  die  raifed 
a  fpirit  of  difcord  that  fhe  could  never 
allay ;  die  brought  her  hufband  to  the 
block,  one  of  her  daughters  to  an  early 
grave,  and  herfelf,  and  the  remnant  of 
the  family,  to  ruin  ;  and  yet  I  never 
could  contemplate  Henrietta  in  the 
Louvre,  fubdding,  fcantily  fubdding,  on 
the  grudged  kindnefs  of  unkind  rela¬ 
tions,  and  excudng  to  an  Englifh  no¬ 
bleman  the  abfence  of  her  daughter,  by 
alledging  that  die  was  condned  to  her 
bed  by  the  feverity  of  the  feafon  and 
want  of  fire;  without  feeling  the  tendered 
compadion  for  her,  without  refk&ing 
that  however  die  had  erred,  this  fufferer 
had  been  a  queen,  and  was  a  woman  ! 

I  am  no  advocate  for  the  royal  family 
of  France,  or  of  any  country.  I  plead 
only  for  candor  towards  them  and  all  the 
world.  Surely  it  will  not,  at  the  final 
adjuftment  of  our  accounts,  be  admitted 
as  any  fubftantial  apology  for  barbarity, 
C  3.  that 
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that  it  was  exercifed  only  towards  roy¬ 
alty,  as  if  a  crown  made  the  quondam 
wearer  of  it  game  for  any  mob,  and,  in 
the  very  ad  of  fuffering  injury,  excul¬ 
pated  thofe  who  inflicted  it.  But  you  will 
fay,  that  the  affairs  of  France  were  not,  at 
the  time  I  advert  to,  in  their  prefent 
defperate  fituation.  I  grant  it  ;  but  I 
contend,  that  even  then,  the  fate  of  the 
king  and  queen  might  have  been,  with¬ 
out  the  gift  of  prophefy,  foretold,  and 
that  in  the  opprobrious  language  with 
which  they  were  forced  to  quit  Ver- 
failles,  there  were  daggers  that  wanted 
only  fecurity  to  have  ftruck  at  that  very 
time. 

Had  I  been  you,  my  dear  madam,  I 
would  not  have  aflerted,  without  fup- 
porting  it  by  authority,  that  the  dauphin 
had  been  previoufly  taught  how  to  intereff; 
the  compaflion  of  the  multitude.  I  do  not 
think  you  could  certainly  know  the  fad: 
the  geftures,  the  words  he  made  ufe  of, 

were 
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M  ere  not  at  all  unnatural ;  and  I  would 
rather  have  given  the  little  mifcreant 
credit,  for  no  more  fublime  a  virtue,  than 
that  of  being  terrified  at  his  mother’s 
danger,  efpecially  as  you  afterwards  con- 
defcend  to  record  one  of  his  ingenious 
fayings,  which,  to  tell  you  the  truth, 
would  have  given  me  a  much  lefs  fa¬ 
vorable  opinion  of  his  fimplicity. 


JLETTER 
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Y°u  again,  my  dear  Madam,  like 
an  agreeable  travelling  companion* 
tempt  me  out  of  my  way,  to  confider 
fubjefts  not  quite  connected  with  thofe  I 
fet  out  in  queft  of;  but  you  are  fo  plea- 
fant  that  1  grudge  no  compliance ;  and 
as,  however  intruded,  and  confequently 
warm  I  may  fometimes  appear,  I  mean 
rather  to  chat  with  you  than  to  criii- 
cife — I  care  little  for  method. 

You  admire  the  character  of  Henry 


the  fourth,  nolwithjianding  he  was  a 


King — fo  do  1,  and  perhaps  a  little  more 
hecaufe  he  was  a  King  ;  for  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  it  wrould  have  been  pity  that 
princely  virtues  fhould  not  have  had  a 
princely  orbit  to  move  in  ;  but  you 

draw 
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draw  a  comparifon  favorable,  I  confefs,  to 
my  favorite,  between  Henry  and  fuch 
characters  as  the  Alexanders  and  the 
Frederics.  It  is  common,  it  is  laudable, 
it  is  prudent  to  extol  the  virtues  of  civi¬ 
lization,  and  oppofe  to  them  the  fero¬ 
cious  vices  of  barbarifm ;  but  yet  there 
is  a  degree  of  praife  attributable  to  the 
leaftr  refined  merit,  and  there  is  juftice  to 
which  I  know  no  defcription  of  beings 
that  is  not  entitled. 

A  minute  examination  of  character  is 
as  different  from  the  common  mode  of 
reading  hiftory,  as  the  powers  of  a  mir¬ 
ror  are  from  thofe  of  a  microfcope.  Alex¬ 
ander,  as  tranfmitted  down  to  us  by  the 
annals  of  tradition,  has  little  more  merit 
than  Bucephalus  ;  and  Frederic,  when 
engaged  in  the  feven  years’  war,  feems  to 
have  aimed  at  the  bleffing  of  a  feven 
years’  famine.  It  is  not  on  the  page  of 
local  hiftory,  it  is  not  on  the  records  of 
war,  that  any  hero’s  private  character 
C  5  appear^ 
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appears  in  a  point  of  view  that  can 
enable  us  to  judge  what  he  was  as  a  man  : 
be  muft  be  followed  into  his  retirements: 
he  muft  lay  afide  his  helmet  and  his 
breaft-plate,  before  we  can  decide  what 
fhare  his  head  and  heart  have  borne  in 
the  atchievements  of  the  day. 

This  neceffary  information,  it  muft  be 
acknowledged,  diminifhesin  its  minute- 
nefs,  and  perhaps  in  its  authenticity,  in 
proportion  to  the  diftanceof  time,  which 
does  not  equally  affect  the  bolder  features 
of  character.  The  confequence  of  this 
muft  fometimes  be  that  injuftice  ^vhich 
refults  from  ignorance.  We  read  of 
battles  and  fieges,  how  they  were  con¬ 
ducted  and  how  concluded  ;  but  the  finer 
particles  of  the  narrative  have  efcaped, 
and  hence  all  conquerors  affume  in  our 
minds  the  fame  fanguinary  complexion. 
On  the  contrary,  in  comparatively  mo¬ 
dern  hiftory,  and  more  particularly  in 
that  of  the  prefent  day,  every  fpecies  of 
4  information 
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information  is  afforded  us  (and  I  believe 
I  may  venture  to  fay  often  fupplied  from 
fancy)  that  can  tend  to  fettle  our  opi¬ 
nions,  not  only  on  adions,  but  their  mo¬ 
tives  :  a  hero,  therefore,  has  a  better 
chance  of  being  heard  in  his  own 
defence. 

Now  from  this  difparity  of  minutenefs 
between  the  ancient  and  modern  bio¬ 
graphy,  I  am  led  to  hope,  that  we  are 
ignorant  of  many  virtues  poffeffed  by  the 
feeming  fcourges  of  the  world.  I  do 
not  mean  to  ftand  up  the  hypothetical 
eulogift  of  Nero  or  of  Attila  ;  but  where 
the  adions  of  a  man  have  really  been 
thofe  of  a  great  man,  I  would  give  him 
fome  little  credit  for  humanity.  It  is 
folly  to  exped  the  equity  of  Chriftianity 
from  pagans,  or  the  forbearance  of  civi¬ 
lization  from  barbarians  :  all  we  afk  is, 
that  as  far  as  their  morality  taught  them, 
they  ftiould  be  juft,  and  that  they  fhould 
not  degrade  the  intrepidity  of  a  warrior 
into  the  ferocity  of  a  favage. 

C  6 
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There  are,  undoubtedly,  in  the  condudt 
of  Alexander,  blemifhes  and  reproaches 
no  palliatives  can  foften  :  the  only  excufe 
to  be  offered  is,  that  they  uniformly  oc¬ 
curred  when  his  paflions  or  exceffes  had 
hurried  him  out  of  his  own  charadter.  I 
cannot  believe  he  was  naturally  cruel,  or 
that  he  any  otherwife  delighted  in  war, 
but  as  it  was  the  only  fubjedt  capable  of 
filling  his  capacious  mind,  and  of  wholly 
employing  his  adtive  fpirit.  From  the 
confideration  of  his  temper,  the  warmth 
cf  his  attachments,  the  generolity  hedif- 
played  on  various  occafions,  I  was  al¬ 
ways  inclined  to  regard  Alexander,  not- 
wuthfcanding  all  his  faults,  with  affedtion. 
Compared  with  his  contemporaries,  he 
was  certainly  an  accomplifhed  prince ; 
and  I  very  much  queftion  whether,  by 
thofe  who  lived  only  two  centuries  after 
him,  he  was  not  thought  of  as  we  think 
of  Henry  the  fourth  of  France,  who, 
with  all  his  courage,  his  philanthropy, 
his  natural  abilities,  and  his  acquired 

know- 
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knowledge,  was,  in  fome  points  of  his 
character,  a  very  weak  man ;  but  his 
weaknefles  were  the  effeds  of  a  warm 
heart  ;  they  were  popular  weaknefles, 
and  therefore  readily  overlooked. 

The  more  modern  character  of  Fre¬ 
deric,  which  you  have  put  under  your 
ban>  my  dear  Madam,  with  that  of  Alex¬ 
ander,  is,  to  my  comprehenfion,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  multifold  afliftance  of  his 
own  public  writings,  his  private  letters, 
his  declared  opinions,  his  private  con- 
verfation,  his  manifeft  notions,  and  his 
developed  motives,  one  of  the  moft  dif¬ 
ficult  to  decide  on  that  hiftory  prefents  to 
us.  It  is  difficult  fo  to  conned  the 
ideas  of  a  liberal  mind  and  an  obftinate 
temper,  as  that  they  fhall  form  either 
merit  or  confiftency.  It  is  hardly  pof- 
fible  to  believe  any  people  could,  by 
extent  of  dominion,  or  an  elevation  of 
rank,  be  repaid  for  the  miferies  inflided 
on  them  by  almofi:  inceflant  war.  What 
were  the  real  views  of  a  man  who  fet  his 
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own  glory  in  the  place  of  every  law,  it  is- 
difficult  to  define,  in  any  Way,  that  can 
link  him  to  mankind  as  a  fbcial  being  ; 
vet  we  have  the  beft  evidence  that  Fre- 

J  * 

deric  thought  he  had  the  good  of  his 
people  at  heart,  and  when  he  faid  that 
he  never  found  pleafanter  employment 
than  in  building  a  cottage  for  a  poor 
man,  he  makes  a  claim  on  our  feelings 
that  wTe  refufe  to  a  mere  politician. 
Yet  againft  this  evidence  of  his  philan¬ 
thropy  it  may  be  obferved,  that  he  who 
does  not  now  and  then,  in  the  courfe  of 
his  life  exprefs,  or  indeed  feel,  fome  re¬ 
gard  towards  fociety,  mufl  be  beyond 
all  example  of  human  ferocity — a  hero. 

There  is  a  monarch,  whofe  character 
we  are  all  well  acquainted  with,  and  who 
in  his  day  made  pretenfions  to  the  di- 
ftin&ion  of  Illuftrious,  but  on  whom  I 
confefs,  as  being  anxious  for  his  king¬ 
dom’s  welfare  only,  as  far  as  it  was  con¬ 
nected  with  his  own  imaginary  glory,  I 

hold 
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hold  in  contempt  :  this  is  Louis  the 
fourteenth,  who  feems  to  me  to  have 
united  in  his  compofition  all  thofe  qua¬ 
lities  that  render  power  formidable  and 
hateful.  No  contrail  between  perfons, 
at  all  within  the  parellel  of  comparifon, 
can  be  greater  than  that  of  this  king  and 
your  admired  Henry  :  could  Henry  have 
overcome  his  internal  enemies  as  he  did 
thofe  of  his  Hate,  he  had  been  more  than 
man  :  had  Louis  marfhafled  every  virtue 
of  his  bofom,  he  never  could  have  been 
as  much  as  man.  Inllead  of  catching 
with  avidity  at  the  fragments  and  fecret 
hiltories  that  elucidate  his  reign,  I  turn 
with  difgull  from  the  revelation  of  in¬ 
trigue,  and  an  expofure  of  mean  artifice 
to  circumvent  all  his  neighbours. — Peace 
to  his  alhes  ! 
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*T"'HE  mod:  remarkable  feature  of  the 
fourteenth  letter  of  your  firfl  col¬ 
lection  I  am  bound,  by  compact,  my 
dear  madam,  to  pafs  over,  becaufe  I  have 
promifed  not  to  reft  my  opinion  of  your 
glowing  prophecies  on  events  no  one 
could  foretel,  though  almoft  all  now  de¬ 
plore.  But  without  infringing  my  own 
law,  I  may  with  your  revolution-joy  had 
not  it  cheated  us  of  the  fentiments  your 
heart  would  otherwife  have  expreffed, 
on  vifiting  the  cathedral  at  Rouen.  The 
federation  banner  was  very  ill-placed  if 
it  could  fo  obfcure  the  church  ;  and  I 
think  you  have  fome  reafon  to  complain 
of  its  intrufion  (could  you  quarrel  with 
any  thing,  a  la  nation ,)  if  it  deprived  you 
S  of 
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of  that  inexpreffibly  complacent  fenfa- 
tion  which  accompanies  us  when  we 
vilit  the  pious  edifices  and  fepulchres  of 
our  anceftors,  a  fenfation  powerful 
enough  to  feize  minds  the  moft  callous, 
the  leaft  prone  to  contemplation — a  fen¬ 
fation  that  could  arreft  the  vagrant  fpirit 
even  of  fo  eccentric  a  genius  as  the  late 
Paul  Whitehead,  who,  fpeaking  of  the 
different  fentiments  excited  by  different 
modes  of  building,  expreffed  himfelf  in 
thefe  words,  rendered  indeed  more  poig¬ 
nant  by  a  few  expletives  I  do  not  chufe 
to  repeat,  “  When  I  go  into  St.  Paul’s,, 
“  I  look  round  and  admire  it  as  a  mag- 
“  nificent  building  ;  but  when  I  go  into 
**  Weftminfter-abbey,  I  will  be  hanged 
11  if  I  am  not  all  devotion.” 

1  lofe  fight  of  you,  my  dear  madam, 
w  hile  you  wander  in  the  giddy  mazes  of 
joys,  to  which  the  prefent  fituation  of  af¬ 
fairs  does  not  promife  a  very  fpeedy  re- 
furredtion,  and  find  you  again  perfectly 
at  home  in  your  energetic  and  very  ju¬ 
dicious 
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dicious  expreflions  of  the  emotion  excited 
by  the  fervice  of  the  Romifh  church.  I 
willingly  confefs,  that  few  of  our  fex  who 
have  felt  its  delufive  power  as  forcibly 
as  you  do,  have  been  as  candid  in  the 
exercife  of  their  rcafon  :  I  fhould  have 
regretted  had  the  national  church  of 
your  country  loft  you ;  but  I  could  have 
apologifed  for  your  defection,  by  refer¬ 
ring  it  to  the  texture  of  your  heart. 

The  narrative  you  have  given  of  the 
unexampled  fufferings  of  Monf.  du  F — 
and  his  amiable  wife,  is  facred  from  all 
criticifm,  for  it  bears  the  evidence  of 
truth,  and  there  is  not  a  fentiment  of  af¬ 
fection  for  the  fufferers,  or  deteftation 
of  the  monftrous  iniquity  that  oppreffed 
them,  which  my  heart  does  not  echo. 
Tyranny,  fuch  as  that  his  father  ufurped, 
even  if  exercifed  but  once  in  a  century, 
calls  for  extirpation,  and  were  the  re¬ 
medy  effectual,  I  could  forgive  half  the 
madnefs  of  our  neighbours,  if  excited  by 
their  defire  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  it; 

but. 
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but,  alas  !  they  were  a  very  frnall  part  of 
Monf.  du  F — ’s  fufFerings  that  were 
connected  with  the  form  of  government, 
the  abufe  was  what  punifhed  him ;  and 
even  all  that  part  of  his  agonies  muft 
have  been  inferior  to  the  keen  wounds 
inflidled  by  the  power  that  feparated  him 
from  the  objedt  of  his  affedtion,  a  power 
which,  under  every  mode  of  legiflation, 
may  be  exercifed,  where  a  father  can  find 
refolution  for  the  purpofe,  and  is  in  a 
fituation  to  fay,  “  feparate  or  ftarvel” 
As  I  cannot  pretend  to  that  optical 
precifion  that  is  requifite  for  afcertaining 
the  necelfary  effedts  of  unexperienced 
caufes,  I  will  >not  deny,  that  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  all  this  power  of  refiraining  af- 
fedlions,  and  opprefling  virtuous  attach¬ 
ment,  may  be  erafed  by  the  lately  de¬ 
creed  revolution  in  the  focial  relations  of 
the  French.  Independent  of  all  con- 
nedlion  with  your  opinions,  let  me  alk 
you,  my  dear  madam,  what  you  think 
of  the  late  decrees  againft  the  perpe¬ 
tuity 
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tuity  of  the  conjugal  bond,  and  whether 
you  ftill  idolize,  as  infallible  and  im¬ 
peccable,  a  legiflation,  which  in  an  in- 
ffant,  and  a  fentence,  diffolved  the  ten¬ 
dered:  connexions  of  life  ?  What  is  now 
to  become  of  the  women  of  France  ?  In 
what  light  will  they  be  regarded  that 
will  not  degrade  them  in  the  fcale  of 
creation  ?  Where  in  that  country  {hall 
faith,  fhall  honor,  {hall  love,  the  offspring 
of  merit  and  fendbility,  find  even  a  pro- 
teXing  cottage  ?  Will  not  parental  af- 
feXion  take  wing  at  the  fame  time?  To 
whom  fhall  the  child  of  capricious  fa¬ 
thers  and  mothers  refort  for  fupport,  in 
its  infancy  and  inexperience  ?  Can  the 
decrees  of  the  National  Convention 
change  the  nature  of  things?  If  they 
cannot,  where  are  the  intereffs  of  a  fa¬ 
mily  to  be  fecured  under  a  change  of 
parents?  ’Tis  not  eftablifhing  a  free 
people,  ’tis  rearing  a  horde  of  Ifhma- 
elites,  thus  to  cut  afunder  what  the  in¬ 
ternal 
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ternal  fen fations  of  the  heart  declare  to 
be  infeparaole.  I  never  pofleffed  fo 
much  of  the  amor  patria,  as  to  determine 
I  muff  have  been  wretched,  had  I  not 
been  born  in  England  ;  but  in  this  one 
decree  of  the  National  Convention  of 
France,  I  forefee  what  leads  me  to  thank 
my  deftiny,  I  am  not  amenable  to  their 
unnatural  jurifdidlion. 

But  again,  to  return  to  your  work.— - 
In  the  twenty-third  letter  of  your  firft 
volume,  you  candidly  and  amiably  in¬ 
form  your  readers  who  it  is  that  you 
conftitute  your  didlator  on  all  queftions 
of  right  or  wrong,  ariftocracy  or  de¬ 
mocracy.  Your  heart ,  you  fay,  guides 
and  enlightens  you  ;  and  you  are  con¬ 
vinced  by  its  feeling,  that  that  muft  be 
the  belt  fyftem  of  government  by  which 
thofe  you  love  are  made  happy.  I  pre¬ 
fume,  that  in  this  cafe,  by  thofe  you  love, 
we  are  to  underhand  only  your  friends 
of  the  Du  F —  family  j  for  did  you  in¬ 
clude 
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elude  the  whole  circuit  of  your  beloved 
connections,  it  might  be  difficult  to  hit 
on  any  fyftem  that  would  either  make 
all  happy,  or  not  make  fome  miferable. 
Now  here,  my  dear  Mifs  W.  I,  with  all 
due  refpedt,  yield  to  you  the  palm  of 
friendfhip  and  philanthropy,  for  I  can 
never  meafure  my  opinion  of  fit  or  unfit 
with  regard  to  a  whole  community,  by 
fitnefs  or  unfitnefs,  with  regard  to  the 
wiffies  or  the  wants  of  any  individual ; 
and  I  think  I  may  fay,  numberlefs  cafes 
and  fituations  in  friendfhip  may  occur, 
where  the  indulgence  of  fo  benevolent, 
yet  fo  erroneous  a  difpofition,  would  be 
far  from  promoting  the  intereffs  of  phi¬ 
lanthropy.  Suppofe,  for  example,  you 
had  formed  an  early  and  a  very  clofe 
attachment  with  any  one,  not  of  your 
own  religious  opinions,  or  who,  after 
your  connexion  was  cemented,  had  quit¬ 
ted  the  profeffion  of  proteftantifm  :  fup- 
pofe  the  ichifmatic  to  have  the  zeal  c  f 

convic- 


FEMALE  MIND  &C.  4 7' 

convidion  in  his  or  her  temper,  and 
confequently  to  be  anxious  for  a  general 
revolution  in  religious  opinion,  would 
you,  becaufe  it  would  make  a  perfon 
you  love  happy,  fecond,  even  by  wifh, 
the  eftablifhing  fuch  a  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  as  would  fandion  and  fupport 
the  exchange?  —  It  would,  in  my  idea 
be  juft  as  prudent  and  as  reafonable, 
and  in  effed  as  humane,  to  wilh  for 
inceflant  war,  becaufe  one  had  a  parti¬ 
cular  friend  in  Doctors’  commons  or 
Portfmouth  dock-yard. 

This  is  one  of  the  paflages  in  your 
work,  that  convinced  me  how  little  the 
heart  is  to  be  trufted  as  a  monitor,  where 
the  interefts  of  a  people,  or  the  guidance 
of  their  adions,  are  at  all  in  queftion. 
Your  politics,  my  dear  Mifs  W.  are 
what  they  ought  to  be,  fire-Jide  politics ; 
but  you  are  fadly  milled  as  to  the  means 
by  which  fire-fide  comfort  is  to  be  ob¬ 
tained,  if  you  think  it  can  be  extraded 

from 
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from  the  fchemes  of  the  French  r<!volu- 
tionifts. 

The  integrity  with  which  you  write, 
convinces  me  that  you  do  not  perceive 
how  much  more  gratitude  you  owe  to 
the  flint-hearted  father  of  your  friend, 
for  dying,  as  you  juflly  obferve,  fo  criti¬ 
cally  in  the  right  place,  than  to  all  the 
exertions  of  the  Anti-Baftilians  and 
their  followers.  No  revolution  on  the 
face  of  the  globe  could  have  reftored 
peace  to  the  wandering  couple,  had  this 
Cyclops  continued  to  exift  :  a  fon,  fuch 

as  you  defcribe  Monf.  du  F - could 

never  have  borne  the  idea  of  purchafing 
his  own  fecurity  by  the  ignominy  of  his 
father  :  therefore,  had  the  government 
been  ever  fo  well  difpofed  to  do  juflice 
to  the  fufferer,  and  on  the  delinquent, 
he  muft  have  been  ftill,  though  perhaps 
in  fafety  and  in  affluence,  wretched. — I 
believe  I  could  find  a  power  to  which 

Monf.  du  F - ’s  prefent  enjoyments 

may 
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may  much  more  corredtly  be  attributed, 
and  to  which,  I  dare  fay,  he  has  often 
referred  in  them, 

«c  Gold  in  the  fire  is  tried,  fo  righteous  men 
t(  In  the  lharp  furnace  of  adverfity,” 
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you  fay,  my  dear  madam,  that  you 
are  perfuaded  the  French,  however 
democratical  a  people  they  may  come 
out  of  Medea’s  cauldron,  will  ffcill  re¬ 
tain  the  pre-eminence  over  all  other  na¬ 
tions  in  politenefs.  I  fhould  have  thought 
the  other  fide  of  the  argument  the  more 
tenable,  as  well  as  the  more  creditable  to 
the  principles  of  your  favorite  people. 
A  defire  to  pleafe,  implies  fomething 
like  a  confeflion  of  fuperiority.  Blunt 
lincerity  is  better  adapted  to  the  equa¬ 
lization  of  a  democracy  and  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  thofe  rights  fo  warmly  ftickled 
for  without  being  afcertained  or  defined 
to  this  hour.  If  our  Gallic  neighbours 
retain  their  national  charadteriftic  of  po¬ 
litenefs 
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litenefs  (which,  pray  Heaven,  they  may, 
left  it  fhould  wander  acrofs  the  Channel) 
it  will,  I  think,  have  loft  all  pretenfions 
to  that  fuppofed,  but  perfectly  ufelefs 
virtue,  fincerity.  It  may  pafs  even  in  its 
new-modelled  ftate  with  their  Aflignats; 
but  it  will  never  have  the  eloquent  per - 
fuafion  of  a  Louis  d'or. 

I  am  not  much  given  to  take  up  with 
ready-made  opinions,  nor  can  I  render 
my  own  fo  flexible  as  always  to  be  the 
fame  with  that  of  the  laft  fpeaker.  I  was 
not  educated  in  the  trite  path  of  female 
aiccompliihments,  therefore,  I  am  a  little 
lingular.  While  I  fubmitted  to  parental 
guidance,  I  was  convinced  I  ftiould  be 
rendered,  by  deviation  from  the  common 
mode,  unacceptable  to  the  world.  I  have 
been  taught  the  error  of  rny  fears,  and  I 
confefs  it  with  the  utmoft  gratitude ;  but 
this  apology  I  am  forced  to  bring  for¬ 
ward  as  a  defence  againft  thofe  who 
think  no  ignorance  fo  profound,  as  that 
D  2  which 
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which  fiarts  opinions  hors  de  la  mode.-  It 
is  to  this  Angularity  of  education  I  at¬ 
tribute  a  variety  of  fceptical  notions  I 
entertain  with  refpect  to  the  petite  morale 
of  life:  it  is  this  that  makes  me  de- 
velope  motives,  before  I  commend  or 
blame  actions :  it  is  this  that  makes  me 
doubt  whether  we  are  at  all  correct  in 
our  definition  or  eftimation  of  the  minor 
virtue,  which  we  name  politenefs. 

I  have  heard  politenefs  called  an 
abridgement  of,  and  a  fubfiitute  for,  every 
good  quality  ;  if  fo,  it  is,  as  far  as  I  can 
judge,  hypocrify;  nor  is  it  much  im¬ 
proved,  when  demonftrated  artificial  be¬ 
nevolence >:  we  had  better  pofiefs  thp  re¬ 
ality.  It  has  been  fiyled  an  uniform  at¬ 
tention  to  others ;  it  is  then  real  bene¬ 
volence;  and  as  fuch,  under  whatever 
name  it  appears,  let  us  cherifh  it.  Ad¬ 
mitting  either  of  thefe  terms  to  explain 
it,  we  annihilate  it  as  a  difiincfi  fpecies  of 
virtue  :  it  is  hypocrify,  or  it  is  benevo¬ 
lence  ; 
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lence  j  it  is  contemptible,  or  it  is  ami¬ 
able. 

1  fear  the  fiudy  of  politenefs  has  done 
much  to  degrade  it,  and  to  confine  it  to 
the  lefs  fat  is  factory  fubdivifion  of  it.  We 
confound  it  with  good  breeding,  and  yet 
would  retain  it  as  morality.  We  often 
deny  the  praife  of  it  to  thole  who  fulfil 
ali  its  intentions,  and  afcribe  it  to  thpfe 
who  have  none  of  the  requilitcs  for  ir, 
but  the  narrowed;  felfifhnefs. 

I  am  an  advocate  for  leaving  this  fal- 
cinating  quality  to  fpeak  for  itfelf,  by 
its  derivation  ;  but  then  I  would  have 
it  pafs  in  the  world  only  for  its  own 
currency.  Confidering  it  as  exprcfl- 
ing  only  fmoothnefs,  I  fhould  always 
reckon  well-bred  eafe  of  manners  po¬ 
litenefs  ;  but  1  fhould  never  allow  it  the 
fmallcft  affinity  with  the  temper.  I 
fhould  never  extol  any  perfon  for  their 
good  nature,  becaufe  I  faw  them  do  the 
honors  of  their  houfe  with  attention 
and  propriety.  I  look  on  them  as 
D  3  having 
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having  a  temporary  chara&er  to  fupport, 
and  as  being  either  excited  by  a  deiire 
of  commendation,  or  awed  by  the  fear  of 
reproach.  I  would  grant  that,  as  the 
duchefs  is  polite  in  her  manners,  fhe 
may  be  of  a  benevolent  temper  ;  but  I 
could  not  infer,  that  beeaufe  fhe  was  po¬ 
lite,  Hie  mujl  be  benevolent. 

Good  temper  and  good  breeding  are 
as  little  allied  as  good  temper  and  good 
fenfe:  they  may  meet,  they  often  do 
meet ;  but  they  oftener  exifl:  feparately. 
Many  an  ingenuous  mind  has  been  irre¬ 
parably  deceived  by  miftaking  politenefs 
for  affectation  ;  many  a  man  has  wedded' 
an  irreclaimable  fhrew,  by  fancying  that 
great  talents  included  great  virtues. 

I  believe  we  may,  without  danger  of 
injuftice,  venture  fo  far  as  to  believe  a 
non-attention  to  the  femblance  of  focial 
affections  an  unfavorable  indication, 
where  it  is  found  in  a  mind  not  previ- 
oufly  occupied  with  higher  confidera- 
tions.  -Thofe  who  are  above  the  world 
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in  their  fentiments  or  purfuits,  fhould 
not  hazard  the  confeq.iences  of  a.  con¬ 
flict  with  it :  thofe  who  do  not  difdain 
its  occupations  and  its  pleafures,  mult 
conform  to  its  rules,  or  an  obltinacy  is 
evinced  not  at  all  calculated  to  promote 
even  their  own  eafe. 

It  has  been  my  good  fortune,  and  X 
am  happy  here  to  mention  it,  to  meet 
with  feveral  characters  amongft  my  in¬ 
timate  acquaintance,  who  have  poflefled 
that  genuine  politenefs  which  no  art  can 
teach,  no  accident  can  diflurb.  If  we 
contemplate  the  politenefs  which  is  ac¬ 
quired,  we  (hall  fee  that  the  moment 
the  paflions  are  touched  upon,  it  va- 
nifhes  ;  but  that  which  is  interwoven 
with  the  heart,  the  politenefs  of  hu¬ 
manity  and  good  fenfe,  is  fubjeft  to  no 
change. 

What  an  amiable  picture  of  inbred 
politenefs  is  exhibited  in  the  uniform, 
unconftrained,  unprompted  benevolence 
of  a.  venerable  character,  known  to 
D  4  almofl: 
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almoft  all  the  great  and  idle  of  our  me¬ 
tropolis,  who  feek  the  early  blofToms  of 
the  fpring,  or  the  autumnal  tribute  of  the 
vine  and  the  fig-tree.  I  dare  not  name 
thee,  my  friend,  left  I  pain  thy  humility, 
left  I  dye  thy  furrowed  cheek,  as  my 
acknowledgments  often  have,  with  the 
blufn  of  lowlinefs  ;  but  I  will  in  fhadovv 
admire  thee,  and  devoutly  wifh,  that 
w.hen  thy  firm  old  age  at  laft  gives  way 
under  the  fcythe  of  time,  thou  couldeft 
bequeathe  me  all  of  thy  poffeffions  I 
covet,  thy  gentle  temper.  And  when 
my  heart  heaves  a  figh  to  thy  remem¬ 
brance,  and  my  repelled  fteps  turn  from 
thy  forfaken  manfion,  I  will  confole  my- 
felf  with  reflecting  I  knew  thy  modeft 
worth,  and  1  will  boaft  with  greater  pride 
than  the  afiociates  of  kings,  that  thy 
unlettered  converfation  has  inftrudted 
me. 

Nor  when  I  contemplate  thofe  fter- 
ling  virtues,  of  which  acquired  polite- 
nefs  is  but  the  counterfeit,  can  I  pafs 

thee 
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thee  by,  my  infeparable  friend,  to  whole 
partial  eye  thefe  pages  will  be  firft  of¬ 
fered  ;  thou,  who  through  all  accidents 
and  difeouragements,  haft  inceflantly 
watched  the  rife  of  every  wilh  of  my 
heart,  or  anticipated  it;  whofefriendftiip 
nothing  can  repay,  but  the  confcious  re¬ 
ward  of  virtuous  deeds  ;  who  in  circum- 
ftances  eminently  unfavorable  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  finer  affeeftions,  haft 
preferved  the  pureft  morality,  and  a 
fpirit  endowed  with  all  that  can  chear 
or  conciliate;  who  haft  borne  with  tender- 
nefs  all  the  flu&uations  of  temper  in¬ 
cident  to  my  uncertain  health,  and  haft, 
without  the  profpefl  even  of  the  honeft 
reward  of  praife,  fought  my  happinefs 
with  the  afliduity  of  a  fond  parent.  May 
my  heart  profit  by  thy  example,  as  my 
underftanding  has  by  thy  ingenious  li¬ 
berality  ! — I  dare  not  difobey  thee  by 
offering  a  tribute  of  thanks.  Let  me 
then  adopt  the  words  of  an  amiable 
French  writer,  M.  de  Florian,  and  with 
1)  5  him 
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him  fay,  u  II  faut  bien  eftimer  quel- 
”  qu’un  pour  confenter  a  lui  devoir 
“  tout.” 

Before  I  quit  the  fubject  of  habitual 
politenefs,  as  oppofed  to  that  refulting 
from  the  junction  of  difcernment  and 
benevolence,  permit  me  to  remark,  in 
the  words  of  the  aurhor  I  have  juft  cited, 
on  the  effeft  produced  by  ftudying  and 
adopting  character,  rather  than  forming 
it  on  our  own  qualities  and  perceptions. 
He  fays,  "  Le  grand  precepte  II faut  etre 
“  conrne  les  autres  qui  fait  la  bafe  de  nos 
u  educations, met  uneaflez grande confor- 
“  mite  dans  les  moeurs,  dans  les  adlions, 
ft  dans  le  langage  de  ceux  qui  compofent 
ff  la  fociete.  Chaque  age,  chaque  etata  fes 
“  idees,  fon  ton,  fes  manieres  convenues  ; 
u  on  les  prend  fans  en  appercevoir,  et  les 
<c  formules,  les  devoirs  d’ufage,  l’obliga- 
tion  de  parler  lorfque  l’on  ne  voudroit 
i(  rien  dire,  l’habitude  de  traiter  comme 
des  amis  ceux  dont  on  ne  foucie  guere ; 
**  enfin,  la  monotonie  de  la  politefle,  fi 
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*f  I’on  peut  s’exprimer  ainft,  eteignent  le 
u  naturel  etfontdifparoitreles  nuances des 
“  caradteres.  Tout  n’en  eft  peut-etre  que 
”  mieux,  et  il  faut  bien  que  cela  foit,  puift- 
((  que  l’on  eft  ft  heureux  dans  le  monde. 
“  Je  ne  pretends  point  ici  m’eriger  en 
u  cenfeur,  je  veux  dire  feulement  que  j’ai 
“  trouve  un  peu  de  refemblance  entre  ce 
“  qu’on  appelle  le  monde  et  le  bal  de 
“  1’opera.  C’eft  afturemcnt  un  lieu  en- 
“  chanteur,  on  y  fait  infiniment  d’efprit, 
**  ony  voitde  tres  jobs  mafques,  mais  un 
**  peintre  feroit  peut-etre  embarraffe  d’y 
"  trouverune  phyfionomie. 
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conclufion  of  one  of  your  letters. 


my  dear  madam,  fhall  furnifh  a 
commencement  to  one  of  mine ;  for 
though  I  cannot  pay  any  very  great  de¬ 
ference  to  thofe  of  your  opinions  that  you 
confefs  to  be  founded  on  the  fentiment  of 
the  moment,  I  can  enter  moft  cordially 
Into  the  fpirit  that  animates  your  feel¬ 
ings,  and  lean  love  you  for  what  I  re-, 
jedl  as  a  counfellor,  the  glowing  warmth 
of  your  focial  affeflions — You  wept  at  the 
fupper  of  Mon.  du  F’s  fite — you  wept 
when  you  meant  to  be  exceedingly  mer¬ 
ry — my  heart  accords  with  your’s,  when 
you  fay  they  were  tears  of  luxury  ! — I  am 
fure  they  were ;  but  let  me  intreat  you, 
mydearMifsW,  let  me  conjure  you  by- 
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thofe  emotions  which  befpeak  the  glori¬ 
ous  poireflion  of  a  foul,  do  not  rifque  the 
blunting  thofe  fenfations  which  form 
the  charm  of  life,  and  which  can  receive 
no  fecond  edge  by  a  rude  conPiidt  with 
robuft  opinion,  or  in  the  fridtion  of 
political  argument.  Let  not  your  demo-  ’ 
cratic  zeal  contaminate  with  pafiion  a 
mind,  tuned  only  to  the  harmony  of  fo- 
ciety,  or  give  it  even  to  cafual  obfer- 
vors  the  hue  of  anger.  Let  not  fufcep- 
tible  Helen,  who  in  fcenes  of  joy  weeps 
tears  of  luxury,  be  ranked  with  the  vi¬ 
ragos  of  party. 

We  love  whatever  we  excel  in.  You 
are  jealous,  I  perceive,  by  a  paffage  in  the 
twenty-fifth  letter  of  your  firft  volume, 
for  the  maintenance  of  literature  in 
France. — I,  with  much  humbler  pre- 
tenfions,  feel  equally  interefted  in 
its  prefervation  ;  and  as  I  would  fly 
from  favages,  fhould  fhun  a  country 
where  it  had  no  admiffion  ;  but  I  am 
afraid  that  the  member  of  the  Nati¬ 
onal 
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onal  A flernbly  who  oppofed  the  infiitu- 
tion  of  rewards  for  literary  merit,  on  the 
plea  that  the  hate  needed  hufbandmen 
not  poets,  had  truth  and  experience  on 
his  fide.  Lord  Eacon  fays,  that  in  the 
infancy  of  a  {fate  arms  flourifii,  in  its 
maturity  letters ,  and  in  its  decline  arts. 
As  France  muft  now  be  confidered  an 
infant  fiate,  I  apprehend  the  attempt  to 
teach  her  thus  early  to  read  and  write, 
would  only  accelerate  the  autumn  of  hey 
ex  i  fience. 


Dec.  1792. 

After  a  long  ceflation  ofalmoft  all  in¬ 
tellectual  exertion,  an  interval  filled  with 
one  of  thofe  beneficial,  yet  painful  oc¬ 
currences  of  life,  which  teac  h  us  to  fee  and 
to  judge  correCtly  ;  after  being  reduced 
to  a  fiate  of  health,  that  in  my  idea  ren¬ 
dered  this  world  a  place  in  which  1  had 
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no  farther  intereft,  I  wake  to  obfervation 
of  the  events  palling  in  it ;  and  almofl: 
forry  am  I,  that  I  have  waked  to  fuch  a 
purpofe.  Inftead  of  the  grateful  expan- 
fion  of  heart  I  am  accuftomed  to  feel,  oil 
contemplating  my  own  privileged  fitua- 
tion,  which  has  uniformly  afforded  me 
protection  and  moderate  enjoyment,  I 
am  oppreffed  by  terrors  of  what  the  fuc- 
ceeding  hours  may  produce;  every  com¬ 
fort  I  poffefs  is  mournfully  endeared  to  me, 
by  the  reflection  that  the  molt  alarming 
licentioufnefs  has  rendered  the  poffeflion 
of  it  more  precarious  than  ever.  Nor 
is  this  privation  the  greateft  caufe  I  feel 
for  fear.  The  focial  ties  are  the  only 
comforts  of  life,  I  could  not  with  forti¬ 
tude  renounce,  and  what  fecurity  have 
we  at  this  moment,  that  rapine  and  vio¬ 
lence  may  not  fhortly  exile  and  feparate 
the  nearefl:  friends  ?  O  Mifs  Williams,  I 
would  not  for  the  pcffeflion  of  all  your 
powers,  or  all  their  poffible  advantages, 
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take  on  myfelf;the  load  of  error  you  fo 
joyfully  bear.  T  cannot  fuppofe  you  fo 
indifferent  tonhe  fucrefs  of  your  exer¬ 
tions,  as  nor  to  have  c  red  v.  h  [her  your 
democratic  effufiohs  were  read  with  con¬ 
viction,  or  contempt.  As  I  ?efpecf  your 
talents,  I  muft  believe  you  to  have  ef¬ 
fected  the  purpofc  you  detigned,  that  of 
exciting  republican  opinions.  In  a 
government  fettwd  as  a  monarchy,  was 
this  fair?  Is  it  humanity,  is  it  philan- 
throphy,  to  flrive  to  render  a  people  dif- 
ccntented  ?  Is  it  confftent  with  the 
obedience  our  Saviour  by  his  example 
tau  ht,  to  roufe  a  fpirit  of  rebellion  and 
fedition  in  a  whole  kingdom  ?  And, 
for  Heaven’s  fake,  where  is  the  equi¬ 
valent  caufe  for  it  ?  I  will  tell  you  the 
caufe  that  really  urges  the  infane  of  the 
prefent  day. — We  are  burfting  with  a 
plethora  of  happinefs — we  know  not 
what  we  would  have :  we  fpurn  Heaven’s 
bell  blefiings ;  we  mifufe  them  ;  and  ca¬ 
lamities,  fuch  as  now  await  us,  are  the 

only 
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only  medicines  that  can  bring  us  to  our 
fenfes. — You  will  then  lay  you  are  at 
leaf!  a  falutary  phyliciaii. — Yes  ;  as  much 
To,  in  my  opinion,  as  the  executioner  is 
to  that  of  a  condemned  criminal. 

Yet,  angry  as  I  am,  and  as  all  who 
love  peace,  are  with  you,  and  thofe  who 
have  kindled  the  prefent  flame,  you 
lhare  my  iincerefl:  pity. — Perhaps  you 
forefaw  not  the  extremities  to  which 
public  affairs  have  proceeded  :  you  then, 
I  am  fure,  lament  that -you  ever,  by  one 
incendiary  fentiment,  nourifhed  the 
embers. — If  your  mind  was  ftrong 
enough  to  prophefy  their  direful  proba¬ 
bilities,  and  yet  could  proceed  in  its 
hoflile  operations,  conviction  has  not  yet 
reached  you.  I  will  not  prognoflicate 
unpleafant  lituations  of  mind  to  you  ; 
but  fhould  a  time  come,  when  you  can 
look  only  to  the  confolation  of  a  religion 
that  breathes  a  fpirit  of  peace,  you  may 
regret,  that  in  the  rage  for  reformation, 

even 
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even  the  profeffion  of  that  religion  is 
abolifhed. 

Were  the  fubtradlion  of  all  luxury,  or 
were  even  the  reduction  of  affluence  to 
competency,  what  is  aimed  at  by  mob- 
rulers,  I  fhould  little  pity  the  fufferers 
under  their  tyranny ;  nor  fhould  I  claim 
much  right  to  complain  in  my  own 
perfon,  if  my  fuperfiuities  were  applied 
to  the  relief  of  thofe  for  whofe  diftreffles 
my  heart  has  often  ached  :  but  we  muff 
remove  ourfelves  to  the  primeval  ages 
of  ignorance,  we  muff;  fnut  our  eyes  and 
ears  againft  the  convidtion  of  all  expe¬ 
rience,  if  we  believe  fadtion  ever  yet 
adted  on  the  heady  principles  of  difin- 
terehednefs.  I  grant,  that  in  order  to. 
form  a  plauiible  caufe,  and  fometimes, 
I  hope,  impelled  by  the  virtuous  fenfa- 
tion  of  the  moment,  a  deluded  party 
has  profeffed  principles  the  moft  honour¬ 
able  ;  but  how  foon  have  thefc  given 
way  to  the  moft  clamorous  fuggeftions 

of 
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of  greedinefs  or  want  !  In  the  riots  of 
1 780,  it  is  a  known  fad:  that  the  public - 
fpirited  incendiaries,  in  the  firft  days  of 
their  fury,  threw  a  large  quantity  of 
guineas  into  a  fire  they  had  made  of  the 
furniture  of  a  houfe.  It  is  nearly  as 
notorious,  that  they  foon  laid  afide  this 
generofity.  So  has  it  been  in  Paris  ;* 
and  fuch  will  be,  without  doubt,  very 
fpeedily  the  necedities,  and  the  condud 
of  the  auguft  National  Convention,  who 
are  now  living,  as  it  is  termed,  on. the 
quick,  and  muff,  whatever  may  be  their 
revolutions,  unlefs  their  own  annihila¬ 
tion  be  one  of  them,  refort  to  that  fpe- 
cies  of  accumulation,  which,  however 
fandioned  or  difguifed,  is  robbery  and 
plunder. 

The  fpirit  of  fedition,amongfl  us,  has. 
r-ipened  affonifhingly  within  a  very  fhort 
ipace  of  time.  ’Tis  eafy  to  account  for  this 
forced  maturity.  The  French  anarchy 
is  to  be  held  up  to  us  for  a  model ;  and 
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we  rnufc  haften  to  copy  it  ;  for  its  moft 
ftrenuous  partifans  mu  ft  know  it  cannot, 
of  itfelf,  fubfift  long  :  it  rauft  be  fup- 
ported,  if  it  ftan'ds  at  all,  by  the  ruin  of 
every  ftate  around  it. 

It  is  impoflible,  my  dear  madam,  that 
you,  a  woman  of  education,  information, 
and  reflection,  can  be  gulled  with  the 
PoiJfdrd.es ,  and  the  Sans  Culottes.  You 
muft  be  acquainted  with  hiftory  ;  you 
muft  have  considered  the  characters  of 
Sejanus  and  Catiline ;  you  muft  be  con¬ 
vinced,  that,  whatever  their  pretences, 
their  own  necefliries  were  the  ftimulus 
to,  their  aggran difement  was  the  end  of, 
all  their  plots.  Does  not  that  letter  of 
Manilius,  which  Salluft  has  recorded, 
breathe  exaCtly  the  fpirit  of  our  prefent 
reformers  ?  Does  not  he  call  gods  and 
men  to  witnefs,  that  liberty  was  all  his 
party  fought,  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  letter  proves  envy 
and  want  to  be  the  motives  of  their  ac¬ 
tions  ? 
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tions  ?  To  advert  only  to  our  own  hif- 
tory,  are  we  not  fufficiently  taught  by 
the  conduct  of  former  republicans  to 
diftruft  them?  Who  is  there  now,  that 
does  not  fully  penetrate  the  artful  cha¬ 
racter  ot  Cromwell  ?  Who  will  now  fo 
far  proflitute  eulogy,  as  to  fay,  he  was 
an  honelt  man ;  or  not  as  much  a  tyrant 
in  his  heart  and  government,  as  the 
Stuarts  he  oppofed. 

It  is  one  unalienable  privilege  of  falfe 
argument,  that  it  is  never  confuted. 
What  has  been  urged,  denied,  and 
proved  to  be  falfe  ten  thoufand  times, 
the  maintainers  of  fophiftical  hypothefes 
are  not  afhamed  to  alTert  as  roundly  as 
if  the  world  had  always  admitted  it. 
Hence  arifes  that  perfevering  lpirit 
which  preaches  univerfal  equality,  in 
fpite  of  conviftion  ;  that  univerfal  equa¬ 
lity  is  as  impoflible  an  accident  of  ex- 
iftence,  as  univerfal  health.  Equality,  in 
point  of  riches,  may  be  eftablilhed ;  but 

it 
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it  can  be  only  for  an  inftant.  Give 
every  member  of  a  community  five 
pounds,  with  a  licence,  which  every 
man  will  take,  whether  granted  or  not, 
to  make  the  moft  of  it :  can  you,  or 
any  perfon  in  their  fenfes,  believe,  that 
at  the  expiration  of  a  year,  there  would 
remain  any  trace  of  the  former  equality. 
Would  not  each  man’s  gains  be  as  va¬ 
rious  as  his  talents,  or  his  induftry  ? 
What  then  ?  Muft  there  be  a  new  par¬ 
tition  ?  Muft  induftry  have  been  exerted 
only  to  be  robbed  of  its  fruits  ?  Is  not 
this  tyranny  ?  Or  is  there  a  manly  fpirit 
in  the  world,  that  would  fubmit  to  it  ? 
Equality  in  rank,  is  a  found  vaftly  be¬ 
witching  to  the  ears  of  the  vulgar,  and 
no  wonder.  It  is  often  much  eafier  to 
debafe  others,  than  to  raife  ourfelves. 
It  is  more  congenial  to  a  bad  mind  to 
take  away  the  caufe  of  envy,  than  to 
ceafe  to  be  envious.  Democracy,  there¬ 
fore,  is  a  term  exprefiive  of  the  felicity 
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of  the  golden  age.  It  is  hope  that  muft 
recommend  it :  lam  fure  neither  reafon 
nor  experience  can  fay  a  word  for  it. 
Let  any  man  try  a  democracy  in  his  own 
family,  for  one  week;  and,  unlefs  he  is 
furrounded  by  angels  inftead  of  relatives 
and  domeftics,  I  may  venture  to  predid: 
he  will  be  weary  of  it.  It  is  the  demo¬ 
cratic  fpirit  that  has  hurried  many  a 
parent  to  an  untimely  grave  ;  and  many 
a  child  to  infamy  and  ruin. 
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HE  acute  fenfation  of  impending 


rmfery,  which  I  perceive  is  as 
much  dreaded  by  the  poor  it  feems  cal¬ 
culated  to  relieve,  as  the  rich  it  is  avow¬ 
edly  defigned  to  demolifh,  has  led  me 
from  the  more  immediate  examination 
of  your  pages,  my  dear  madam,  to  re¬ 
flect  on  their  tendency  and  connected 
confequences.  You  will  forgive  the  di- 
grefflon,  if  you  allow  others  the  liberty 
you  claim  on  behalf  of  your  own  feel¬ 
ings. 

On  your  arrival  in  London,  you  were 
fhocked  by  the  falfe  reprefen tation  you 
met  with  of  the  French  affairs.  Your 
ftatement  of  thefe  falfities  (fuch  has  been 
the  revolution  of  a  revolution)  reads 
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now  like  a  fulfilled  prophecy,  and  I 
hope,  for  the  fake  of  your  confiftency, 
your  opinions  have  undergone  fome 
change.  I  hope  and  truft,  whatever  may 
be  her  enthufiafm  in  the  facred  caufe  of 
liberty,  and  her  abhorrence  of  that  curfe 
of  mankind,  defpotifm,  that  the  tender¬ 
hearted  Helen  Williams  would  not, 
even  by  a  look,  fandlion  cruelty.  I 
hope  no  Englifhwoman  will  ever  be 
heard  to  utter  the  deteftable  fentiment 
of  a  ci-devant  countefs,  that  the  loth 
of  Auguft,  1792,  was  a  glorious  day  for 
France — a  fentiment  fit  only  for  the 
mouth  of  a  Defpot  ;  a  fentiment  that 
will  for  ever  make  me  contemn  the  lady, 
and  fufpeft  her  boafted  morality. 

You  afk  very  fhrewdly,  my  dear  ma¬ 
dam,  why  the  French  fhould  not  be 
permitted  to  make  an*  experiment  in 
politics?  —  I  know  no  reafon  againft 
making  any  experiment,  if  you  fet  afide 
confiderations  of  prudence.  But  who, 
in  his  wits,  ever  made  an  experiment 
vol.  11.  E  on 
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on  what  he  could  not  fubfift  without, 
that  did  not  admit  of  his  redoring  what 
he  made  it  on  to  its  former  date  ?  The 
naturalid  experimentifes  dogs  and  cats 
in  an  air-pump  ,•  they  die  in  the  pro- 
cefs  :  he  has  gained  knowledge,  and  they 
are  not  miffed  ;  but  would  he  do  the 
fame  with  his  wife,  his  children,  or  him- 
felf  ?  No,  furely  ;  becaufe  he  knows  his 
comfort  or  his  life  mud  be  at  dake. 
*’Tis  too  ferious  to  be  trifled  with,’  is  a 
fentiment  in  the  mouth  of  every  thinking 
being :  pray,  is  the  mode  in  which  mil¬ 
lions  fhall  be  governed  and  protected,  a 
trifle  that  every  quack  may  try  his  wits 
on  ? 

Every  thing  I  have  urged  in  con¬ 
tradiction  to  you,  has  been  found¬ 
ed  on  the  fuppofltion  that  the  French 
government  wanted  reformation ;  and 
where  is  the  government,  even  of  a 
private  family,  that  does  not?  —  But 
all  the  world,  if  they  dared  fpeak  their 
fentiments,  and  had  virtue  enough  to 
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difcard  their  own  interefts,  rnuft  fee  and 
confefs  that  the  work  of  reformation, 
however  well  intended  and  planned,  has 
been  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  firft 
projectors,  by  a  fet  of  men,  who  having 
nothing  to  lofe,  and  nothing  to  fear,  have 
every  thing  to  gain  and  hope  ;  but  I  am 
perfuaded  that  there  is,  in  our  country ,  a 
fpirit  that  will  refent  their  open  attempts, 
and  a  penetration  that  will  render  abor¬ 
tive  all  their  infidious  fchemes  to  in¬ 
volve  us  in  their  ruin.  A  fewr  months, 
nay,  perhaps  a  few  wreeks,  it  is  thought, 
will  bring  about  another  revolution  in 
France  ;  and,  perhaps,  cool  the  heads  of 
thofe  amongft  us  who  are  really  deluded. 
It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things  that  any 
conftitution,  eftablifhed  in  open  defiance 
of  religion,  as  that  of  France  is,  can 
Hand.  I  have  neither  bigotry  nor  fu- 
perfhtion  about  me  ;  but  I  am  confident 
that  where  the  bond  of  religion  is  broken, 
there  can  be  no  public  faith, — and  that, 
E  z  where 
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■w  here  there  is  no  faith,  there  cannot  long 
be  any  concord. 

You  conclude  your  firft  volume,  with 
a  conjectural  comparifon  of  the  French 
revolution,  to  the  improvements  of  mo¬ 
dern  times  in  fhip-building.  The 
thought  is  pretty,  and  you  nave  exp  relied 
it  in  language  the  happieft  and  molt 
elegant  poffible.  Hud  Dr.  Blair  been  now 
employed  in  the  compolition  of  his  lec- 
tuies  on  the  Belles-Lettres,  he  certainly 
■would  have  quoted  the  paffage  as  an  in- 
ftance  of  the  force  and  harmony  of  lan¬ 
guage.  What  he  would  have  thought  of 
the  comparifon  itfelf,  I  cannot  fo  favor¬ 
ably  prophefy.  It  appears  to  me,  that 
the  fimile  would  have  been  more  exaCt, 
had  you  refembkd  the  National  Alfem- 
bly  to  a  fet  of  artificers,  w  ho  lhould  de- 
flroy  a  whole  navy  in  order  to  conftrud; 
a  flying  frigate  ;  fer  as  eafy  will  they 
find  it  to  fail  ti  rough  the  atmofphere,  as 
to  form  a  foiid  balis  for  their  hypothe¬ 
tical 
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tical  government ;  and  fhould  it  be  ad¬ 
duced  againft  me,  that  America  is  their 
archetype,  I  fhall  no  otherwife  confute 
the  affertion,  than  by  denying  it.  There, 
and  in  every  country  under  the  canopy 
of  Heaven,  there  is,  there  muft  be,  and 
may  there  ever  be! — lubordination. 
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LETTER  X. 


IpERMIT  me,  my  dear  madam, 
on  opening  your  fecond  volume, 
■which  I  {hall  very  curfcnly  review,  ro 
alk  you  this  fimple  queftion  once  mo/e, 
Is  mifery  of  any  kind  lefs  grievous  when 
borne  by  an  advocate  for  monarchy,  than 
by  the  enthufiaft  for  democracy  ?  If  not, 
why  is  your  pity  fo  limited  as  that  you 
feel  it  only  for  the  revolutioniffs,  and 
treat  the  contrary  party  with  afperity  ? 
Is  there  no  merit  in  a  man’s  adhering  to 
principles  once  affamed,  even  if  they  are 
not  quite  correcd,  when  that  tenacity  is 
the  confequence  of  honefr  opinion  ?  Are 
all  the  friends  of  a  king  the  enemies  of 

the 


FEMALE  MIND,  &TC. 


79 


the  people?  Is  fidelity  no  virtue?  Is 
loyalty  become  a  crime  ? 

Little  as  you  have  laid  refpedting  the 
unfortunate  Louis,  it  is  eafy  to  perceive 
that  the  nation  is  your  idol,  and  that  you 
entertain  a  due  and  falhionable  con¬ 
tempt  for  the  regal  authority.  J  believe 
it  is  not  a  bad  king  that  you  particularly 
abhor  ;  it  is  the  kingly  character  that 
you  rejedt  from  your  favor.  I  fhould 
like,  on  thefe  principles,  to  know,  what 
is  your  opinion  of  the  fubordination  of 
matrimony  ?  You  and  I  think  and  feel 
very  differently,  if  your  heart  does  not 
tell  you,  without  the  affiftance  of  your 
reafon,  that  there  is  infinite  pleafure  in 
obeying  thofe  we  love ;  and  you  are  far 
more  enlightened  than  one  of  the  moft 
eminent  divines  of  our  own  church,  if 
you  deny,  that  it  is  eafier  as  well  as  fafer 
to  be  governed  than  to  govern. 

Living  in  France  at  the  time  of 
writing  your  fecond  volume  of  letters,  or 
rather  your  gleanings,  you  compare  to 
E  4  living 
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living  in  the  regions  of  romahce.  At 
the  prefent  moment  I  could  find,  in  fome 
of  Milton’s  deferiptions,  as  apt  a  com- 
parifon,  but  this  would  be  an  unfair  an¬ 
ticipation.  You  are  now,  1  underfhmd, 
in  this  charming  region  of  romance.  I 
wifh  its  accompaniments  may  have 
proved  <f  euphrafy  and  rue”  to  your  vifual 
organs. 

Homer  is  much  obliged  to  you  for 
your  vindication  of  him,  by  relating  the 
unifon  exclamation  at  the  taking  the 
Baftille  ;  but  give  me  leave  to  tell  you} 
you  ftate  a  faff  impoiTible  to  be  afeer- 
tained.  The  loudeft  voice  will  feem,  in 
a  multitude,  the  voice  of  all— the  fen- 
tence  is  too  long  to  have  been  unanimous 
* — the  fentiment  might  be  the  fame.  I 
do  not  doubt  that  the  truth  of  this  anec¬ 
dote  was  vouched  to  you.  All  exaggera¬ 
tion  is  of  ufe  in  fuch  a  caufe. 

When  you  carry  your  paffion  for  li¬ 
berty  into  the  territories  of  the  Mufes, 
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it  is  in  its  right  place.  I  have  always 
obferved  that  poets  have  been  violent 
advocates  for  what  they  indefinitely  term 
liberty,  and  have  always  ranked  their  po¬ 
litical  opinions  with  the  apparent  belief 
of  romance-writers  in  fupernatural  agen¬ 
cy  ;  but  againft  the  glowing  picture  of 
happinefs  which  you  have  drefled  up 
for  your  correfponding  friend,  I  beg 
leave  tooppofethis  brief  advice,  “  Have 
“  patience,  and  fee  the  event.” 

How  Henry  the  fourth  obtained  the 
good  fortune  of  your  favor,  is  not  eafy 
to  difcover  ;  nor  is  it  in  my  power  to 
determine,  what  has  of  late  years  ren¬ 
dered  him  fo  fafhionable.  Certainly  his 
being  a  king,  flood  much  in  his  way  to 
public  love  ;  but,  notwithftanding  this 
impediment,  as  a  man>  he  was,  till  lately, 
popular.  I  love  his  character  for  every 
virtue  it  was  adorned  with  ;  but  I  can¬ 
not  but  think  it,  in  the  indifcriminating 
judgment  of  the  world,  invidioufly  ex- 
E  5  tolled, , 


S3 


LETTER.S  ON  THE 


tolled,  for  the  purpofe  of  decrying  the 
lefs  brilliant  qualities  of  others.  Henry 
the  fourth  of  France  was  one  of  the 
greateft  men  the  world  has  produced ; 
he  was  great  in  his  virtues  and  his  vices  . 
and  he  w’as  fortunate  in  having  a  mi- 
nifter,  whofe  temper  and  abilities  ex - 
aftly  fitted  his  own  deficiencies;  but 
Henry  the  fourth  is  not  to  be  extolled  as 
a  god :  he  was  brave,  he  was  polite, 
he  was  humane ;  he  was  a  miracle 
of  perfeverance  under  all  the  oppref- 
fions  of  adverfity ;  but  his  failings 
amounted  almoft  to  ferocious  qualities: 
his  paffion  for  play  was  a  weaknefs  no¬ 
thing  could  cure,  nothing  can  excufe. 
and  he  had  other  propenfities,  which 
made  his  exigence  a  curfe  to  many  in¬ 
dividuals. 

While  we  admire  fuch  a  mixed  cha¬ 
racter,  we  ought  in  j office  to  reflect,  that 
to  want  its  great  qualities,  is  fafer  than 
to  poflefs  it  with  their  contrafts.  An 

even 
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even  tenor  of  virtue  may  have  little 
to  ftrike  our  imaginations,  but  we 
declare  ourfelves'virtue’s  enemies,  if  our 
reafon  at  leaf!  does  not  confefs  fhe  is 
mod  charming  in  limplicity  and  in¬ 
tegrity. 

The  French  are  an  amiable  accom¬ 
modating  people,  you  tell  us,  after  you 
have  depicted  the  uproar  of  the  place  du. 
Martroy  at  Orleans,  and,  to  heighten 
this  character  of  them,  you  compare  the 
toleration  of  pamphlet-fhops  in  the  paf- 
fages  to  the  hall,  occupied  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Aflembly,  with  the  more  drift: 
difcipline  of  our  fenate.  The  fneer  is 
petulant  enough,  and  there  is  little 
weight  in  the  remark.  The  conviftion 
it  brings  to  my  mind,  which,  I  confefs^, 
is  a  mind  untaught  by  fafhion,  and  un¬ 
controlled  by  any  tyranny,  even  that  of 
republicanifm,  is,  that  Mifs  Helen  Wil¬ 
liams,  in  her  great  partiality  for  the 
French,  redrains  her  power  of  obferva- 
E  6  tiom 
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tion  to  thofe  points  and  circumftances 
which  fhe  believes  friendly  to  them.  She 
fees  only  as  much,  and  fhe  penetrates 
only  as  deeply  as  her  idols  wifh,  elfe  fhe 
would  have  gone  fo  far  as  to  have  no¬ 
ticed  the  good  policy  of  the  democrats, 
who  permitted  the  fale  of  brochures  in  the 
avenues.  Every  one  knows  the  power 
of  the  prefs ;  every  one  knows  it  is  the 
tool  as  well,  and  more  efficaciouily,  of 
fadlion  as  of  government.  A  much  more 
difcerning  traveller  in  France,  than  Mifs 
W.’s  fex  would  allow  her  to  be,  has 
fpoken  largely  on  this  fubjed;  and,  in 
juftice  to  the  party  that  had  an  equal 
right  Vvdth  the  mob  to  be  heard,  has 
lamented  that  a  torpor  feemed  to  have 
leized  their  pens  and  their  faculties. 

“  The  French  revolution  is  not  only 
“  fublime  in  a  general  view,  but  is 
“  often  beautiful  when  confidered  in 
«  detail.”  On  this  paflage  all  com¬ 
ment  would  be  unfair,  becaufe  my 
d  ideas 
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ideas  are  tinctured  with  the  tranfa&ions 
of  this  autumn.  I  will  only  add  to  it, 
this  extradl  memoriter ,  from  a  Trip  juft 
publifhed,  “  I  might  have  been  fhocked 
“  had  1  feen  but  one  dead  body,  butfee- 
“  ing  fuch  heaps,  I  did  not  feel  con- 
“  cerned.” 
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rjpHE  remarks  you  offer,  on  the  un- 
willinpnefs  of  fome  of  the  French 
vobleffe  to  part  with  the  empty  diftinc- 
tion  of  title,  are  certainly,  my  dear 
madam,  as  far  as  they  go,  juft.  But  as 
there  are  two  angles  under  which  all 
objecfts  are  viewed,  allow  me  to  afk  you, 
whether  the  queftion,  refpecfting  the  re¬ 
nunciation  of  nobility,  is  quite  as  decided 
as  it  appears? — Unlefs  we  reject  with 
our  honors  our  belief  in  holy  writ,  we 
ought  to  pay  fome  refpedt  to  what  is 
called  birth-right ;  for  if  Efau  was  alien¬ 
ated  from  the  divine  favor  by  his  little 
regard  for  it,  it  furely  can  be  no  faint¬ 
like  virtue  to  imitate  him  in  his  con¬ 
tempt, 

I  defpife^ 
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I  defpife,  as  heartily  as  you  can,  all 
that  mock  pageantry  of  title  and  he¬ 
raldry,  which  gives  ignorance  and  in- 
folence  the  privilege  of  lording  it  over 
lowly  virtue.  The  bar  of  illegitimacy, 
is  a  far  lefs  foul  blot  in  the  armorial 
enfigns,  than  the  unmerited  coronet  in 
the  perfonal  character  ;  and  could  it  be 
ftripped  only  from  thofe  who  inifufe  it, 
could  none  claim  it  but  fuch  as  made  it 
a  blefling  to  their  dependants,  1  fhould 
moft gladly  fee  a  reformation  in  nobility: 
but  whatever  we  may  fancy ,  the  nature 
of  things  is  immutable.  There  mull  be 
evil  in  the  world,  or  where  fhould  vre 
look  for  virtue  ?  and  thofe  who  are  ad¬ 
vocates  for  the  maintenance  of  the  order 
of  nobility,  may,  with  very  good  pre¬ 
tentions  afk,  whetheraman  is  not  guilty 
of  a  cowardly  aftion,  who  yields  up, 
without  refiftance  or  remonftrance,  thofe 
honors  which  an  ancenor  perhaps  has 
died  in  obtaining,  and  which  have  been 
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tranfmitted  fairly  to  him  through  many 
generations  ? 

On  turning  to  the  fifth  letter  of  your 
fecond  volume,  which  begins  with  your 
vifit  to  the  Sugar-houfe,  I  could  not  but 
ftop  three  times  fhort  of  the  conclufion 
of  the  paragraph,  to  afk  myfelf,  how 
you  could  be  induced  to  vifit  a  place, 
where,  I  believe,  Chambers’s  dictionary 
would  have  informed  you  you  rauft  be 
fhocked  and  difgufied  ;  but  1  w7as  pre- 
fently  convinced  that  your  vifit  was  not 
without  its  ufe. — Sugar,  Africans,  Sla¬ 
very,  Tyranny,  Cruelty,  was  a  climax  of 
recolledion  that  inftantly  reached  and 
wounded  your  feelings. — I  will  not  enter 
into  argument  here,  left  I  repeat  w'hat  I 
have  faid  before.  I  will  only  fubmit  to 
your  confideration,  for  the  benefit  of 
your  nerves,  thefe  truths.  There  are 
very  few  people  in  this  country,  or  in 
France,  competent  to  afeertain  the  real 
ftate  of  thofe  condemned  to  flavery  ;  but 

all 
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all  can  judge  of  its  commercial  advan¬ 
tages  ;  and  of  thofe  few,  whofe  intellec¬ 
tual  endowments  enable  them  to  develope 
the  important  truth,  many  are  volunta¬ 
rily  blind.  The  affedation  of  humanity 
in  fome,  and  the  encouragement  of  weak 
fenfibility  in  others,  have  dreffed  up  a 
monftrous  idea  of  Weft-Indian  barbarity. 
Like  all  monftrous  ideas,  this  may  have 
originated  from  a  particle  of  truth,  which 
is  now  overwhelmed  in  the  exaggeration. 
Believe,  therefore,  my  dear  Mifs  W. 
very  cautioufty  on  this  point  fo  incredibly 
degrading  to  human  nature.  Liften  to 
the  barbarity-mongers  with  that  allow¬ 
ance  you  give  to  the  marvellous,  and  if 
you  would  be  at  peace,  be  convinced  that 
we  are  fafer  in  our  endeavors  to  dis¬ 
charge  our  private  duties,  than,  knight- 
errant-like,  in  undertaking  to  redify 
'abufes  we  cannot  judge  of. 

Almoft  every  page  of  your  letters 
offers  a  fubjed  of  comment ;  but  I  pafs 
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over  much,  becaufe  I  abhor  hypercri- 
ticifm,  and  becaufe  my  only  view  in 
putting  together  thefe  defultory  re¬ 
marks,  is,  I  will  candidly  confefs,  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  your  doing 
mifchief,  by  inflaming  the  minds  of 
my  countrywomen  with  notions  they 
had  better  be  without.  Society  has  al¬ 
ready  buffered  abundantly  by  the  ill- 
applied  labors  of  republicans  ;  and  as 
women  are  moff  eager  to  fee  what  wo¬ 
men  can  effecft,  female  republicans  have 
had  it  very  much  in  their  power  to 
diflurb  domeftic  peace,  by  contending 
charitably,  as  we  mu  ft  believe,  for  thofe 
extenfions  of  prerogative  to  wives  and 
daughters,  which  no  wife  or  daughter 
has  a  claim  to,  or  ought  to  be  trufted 
with.  Women  are  faid  to  be  naturally 
contentious  for  power  : — it  is  idle  to 
contend  for  what  they  already  poffefs, 
if  they  did  but  know  the  blefling  when 
they  enjoyed  it. 
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O  fortunatas  nimium  fua  fi  bona  norint  ! 

Every  woman,  connected  by  any  tie 
of  relation  or  affeflion  with  the  other 
fex,  has  power  more  than  fhe  ought 
to  exert  to  the  utmoft.  If  Hie  is  really 
amiable,  and  if  fhe  poffelTes  a  mode¬ 
rate  (hare  of  good  fenfe,  fine  has  power 
that  contributes  largely  to  the  happi- 
nefs  of  both  parties.  If  fine  is  one  of 
thofe  beings  that  all  dread  and  none 
love,  let  her  confole  herfelf  for  the 
ten  t'noufand  mortifications  fhe  will 
meet  with,  by  this  reflation,  that  the 
fpirit  of  a  man  may  refill  every  un¬ 
toward  accident,  nay,  every  mifery  of 
life,  and  yet  bow  under  the  tyranny  of 
a  female  democrat e.  The  influence  of 
fuch  an  one  is  unbounded  :  by  aliening 
her  own  rights,  The  may  not  only 
empty  his  purfe,  and  teach  his  chil¬ 
dren  and  fervants  to  refill  his  au¬ 
thority  ;  but  fhe  has  him  more  im¬ 
mediately  at  mercy,  fhe  may  deprive 
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him  of  all  reft;  flie  may  ftarve  him 
into  terms ;  fhe  may  make  his  houfe 
untenable — and  then  fome  one,  per¬ 
haps,  her  inferior  in  all  Nature’s  gifts 
but  in  common  fenfe,  may,  by  the  bare 
influence  of  words,  exprefling  com- 
miferation,  or  looks  that  fay  "  I  pity 
**  you,”  obtain  that  fttuation  cf  con¬ 
fidence  and  efteem,  want  of  judgment 
and  temper  forfeited.  A  contingency 
that  ought  to  make  many  among  us 
weary  ;  for  it  requires  no  great  depth 
of  aftrology  to  forefee,  that  if  the  fub- 
verfion  of  our  government  does  not 
abrogate  marriage,  the  invidious  arts, 
now  in  practice,  will  lead  many  a  man 
to  fuppofe  himfelf.Juftifled,  by  exceflive 
provocation,  in  feekihg  peace  w’herever 
he  can  find  it. 
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LETTER  XII. 

HE  refpeft  I  entertain  for  your 


talents,  my  dear  madam,  does  not 
prevent  my  fmiling  at  your  amiable 
iimpliciry,  when  you  talk  of  an  old  wo¬ 
man  reading  the  news-paper  to  a  circle 
of  ruftics,  who  retired  from  the  edifying 
lecture  to  difcufs  the  condudt  of  their 
legiflators,  and  arrange  the  fabric  of  their 
new  government  with  a  noble  freedom  of 
debate. 

It  feems  a  point  decidedly  agreed  on 
by  a  certain  clafs  of  people,  that  where 


i  nt  ere  ft  or  ambition  are  concerned,  the 
defeats  of  ignorance  are  fupplied  by 
intuitive  knowledge  ;  and  that  a  fort  of 
illumination  accompanies  a  difpofition 
to  refill,  which  places  the  vuigarefi  mind 
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on  a  level  with  the  beft  informed.  Nothing- 
but  the  affumption  of  this  hypothefis  can 
account  for  the  confidence  with  which 
perfons,  not  in  the  fmalleft  degree  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  fubjedt  of  politics,  de¬ 
liver  their  own  crude  opinions,  re¬ 
flecting  the  complex  interefts  of  king¬ 
doms  and  fiates. 

It  is  not,  perhaps,  wonderful,  that  the 
untaught  fhould  be  ignorant  of  their  own 
ignorance,  and  therefore  impudent  in 
their  folly  ;  but,  that  thofe  who  have  ex¬ 
plored  the  paths  to  knowledge,  who  are 
aware  of  their  difficulties,  and  who  have 
learnt  enough  to  be  diffident,  fhould  abet 
the  temerarious  clamor,  and  approve  in 
the  momentous  decifion  of  public  con¬ 
cerns,  that  licence  wffiich  they  would 
check  on  every  other  fubjedt,  is  to  me 
aftoniffiing. 

Were  an  artift  to  exhibit  a  pidture  or 
a  ftatue  for  the  opinion  of  connoiffeurs, 
he  would  liften  candidly  to  their  cen- 
fures;  but  w:ere  a  man,  who  knows 

nothing 
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nothing  of  his  art,  to  interpofe  his  cap¬ 
tious  criticifms,  he  would  be  defpifed, 
as  ob  ruaing  his  judgment  where  he  had 
no  j unification.  Were  a  carpenter  to 
tell  a  fhoe-maker  he  knew  nothing  of 
his-  bufinefs,  becaufe  he  did  not  put  the 
parts  of  a  fhoe  together  as  he  joined 
thofe  of  a  box,  the  fhorteft  anfvver  to  him 
would  be,  “  You  know  nothing  of  the 
matter.”  Weie  a  child  to  interrupt  a 
harpfichord  player,  when  his  reputation 
depended  on  his  performance,  by  infift- 
ing  on  it  that  the  keys  had  all  equal 
rights,  and  therefore  that  he  fhould  pro¬ 
ceed  in  regular  gradation  through  the 
ocflaves,  we  might  laugh  at  the  pert 
folly,  but  the  performer  would  fcarcely 
join  us. 

What  is  it  then  that  enables  all  peo¬ 
ple,  thofe  with  intellect:  and  thofe  with¬ 
out,  thofe  who  know  their  own  lan¬ 
guage  when  they  fee  it  on  paper,  and 
thofe  who  do  not,  to  judge  without  pre¬ 
vious  inftru&ion,  the  important  rights  of 

the 
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the  governors  and  the  governed. — A  pre¬ 
vious  queftion  prefents  itfei:,  have  they 
this  ability?  Deciding  only  by  the 
rules  of  common  fenfe  and  experience, 
I  do  not  helitate  to  fay,  that  preemp¬ 
tion  is  no  fubftitute  for  knowledge,  and 
that  the  commonalty  of  every  country 
are  as  ill-qualified  to  judge  the  conduct 
of  their  fuperiors,  as  I  am  to  direct  the 
Peerage  of  a  man  of  war. 

In  every  other  cafe  it  would  be  al¬ 
lowed  dangerous  to  liften  to  ignorant 
advifers.  A  painter  who  fhould  be 
gruided  by  his  colourman,  an  architect 
who  confulted  his  laborer,  an  author 
who  made  the  compofitor  his  judge, 
would  Hand  little  chance  for  fuccefs 
with  a  fuperior  clafs ;  but  the  lofs  to 
the  world  would  be  inconfiderable,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  mifchief  w  e  may  expect, 
if  the  audience  of  a  lecturing  goffip 
are  to  be  our  legifiators. 

There  is  a  point  in  public  affairs,  on 
which  I  grant  the  voices  of  the  com¬ 
monalty. 
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monalty,  nay,  of  the  very  loweft  of 
the  low  orders  ought  to  have  influence. 
Oppreflion  increafes  as  it  gravitates : 
extortion  and  fcarcity  can  be  fitly  judged 
of  only  by  the  poor;  becaufe,  by  the- 
poor  only  are  they  felt  in  their  full  force. 
When,  therefore,  the  Parifians  clamour¬ 
ed  for  bread,  I  fincerely  pitied  them: 
if  they  could  not  beg  redrefs,  they  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  enforce  it ;  but; 
was  the  option  monarchy  or  a  loaf? — . 
No,  they  firft  decided  on  their  own 
wants,  which  they  could  judge  of:  they 
then  proceeded  to  decide  on  quef- 
tions  they  could  not  judge  of.  What 
muft  be  the  infatuation  of  thofe  who 
do  not  fee  that  thefe  poor  people,  cry¬ 
ing  for  bread,  were  in  all  their  diflrefs 
made  the  tools  of  a  fet  of  men  equally 
ambitious  with  the  mod  defpotic  ty¬ 
rant  ?  Thofe  who  firft  embarked  in 
the  great  undertaking,  were  in  general 
refpedtable  and  moderate;  but  thefe 
vol.  ii.  £  weig 
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were  foon  expelled,  and  their  fuccef- 
fors  were  a  few  months  ago  driven 
out  in  like  manner,  and  fo  will  the 
prefent  reigning  power  fhortly  be,  by 
fome  new  empirics. 

The  noble  freedom  of  delate  you  fo  ad¬ 
mire,  would  indeed  be  noble,  were  it  ex- 
ercifed  as  a  means  of  difcovering  our 
duty ;  but  I  fear  few  commence  politi¬ 
cians  with  a  view  to  learn  how  to  obey. 
However  fpecious  and  public-fpirited 
fuch  difputants  may  appear,  "  by  their 
“  fruits  fhaljye  know  them.”  Modera¬ 
tion  ever  marks  the  conduct  of  thofe 
who  have  nothing  but  juftice  in  view  : 
there  is  a  generolity  in  true  patriotifm 
that  difdains  to  make  the  mold  even  of 
an  advantage.  An  Englilh  highway- 
xnan,  impelled  by  the  wants  of  thofe 
deareft  to  him  to  plunder,  will  often  re- 
fufe  a  fuperfluity ;  but  the  polite  French, 
frrft  clamoring  for  bread,  proceed  to  the 
demolition  of  that  which  no  arguments 

can 
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can  prove  to  have  been  connected  with 
their  diftrefs ;  and  as  foon  as  their  hun¬ 
ger  was  appeafed,  contrive  the  ruin  of 
him  whofe  heart  had  often  bled  for  their 
diftrelTes.  This  I  affert  on  the  authority 
of  general  concurrence  ;  for  it  will,  in 
after  ages,  be  as  difficult  to  prove  Louis 
the  fixteenth  a  tyrant,  as  to  perfuade 
pofterity,  that  in  the  eighteenth  century 
the  French  were  not  a  barbarous  people- 
I  have  granted,  and  all  the  world  muft 
grant,  that  in  Paris,  and  in  every  part  of 
the  French  dominions,  there  were  abufes 
and  enormities  that  required  fpeedy 
correction.  Whatever  can  put  a  flop  to 
cruelty,  or  even  to  infolence,  I  fhould 
rejoice  to  fee  pradtifed,  if  a  virtuous  mo¬ 
tive  didlated  the  reformation.  May  the 
French  never  know  the  want  of  bread ! 
may  they  never  again  be  fubjedl  to  that 
tyranny,  which  drives  with  impunity 
over  the  body  or  limbs  of  a  fellow-crea¬ 
ture  1  But  is  there  no  medium  between 
F  2  being 
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being  injured  and  injuring?  Muft  a 
man,  becaufe  the  law  protects  him,  fet 
up  for  the  equal  of  him,  againfl  the  ex- 
cefs  of  whofe  power  it  fhields  him,  in 
fpite  of  all  the  diftin&ion  Nature  has 
made  ?  If  fo,  do  let  us,  my  dear  Mifs 
W.  go  one  flep  farther :  let  us  de¬ 
clare  ourfelves  equals,  not  only  in  rank, 
but  in  every  endowment.  We  fhall 
then  be  all  equal  in  beauty,  in  height, 
and  ftrength.  Equally  wife  we  already 
are;  and  equally  rich  we  are  to  be,  if 
the  machinations  of  our  good  friends 
fucceed. 


LETTER 


FEMALE  MIND,  &C. 


101 


LETTER  XIII. 

JL_JAD  I  been  of  your  party,  my  dear 
madam,  when  your  companion  was 
moved  by  feeing  the  family  who  were 
employed  in  dragging  a  little  cart  for 
their  fubfiftence,  I  fhould  have  added 
my  fympathy  to  your’s ;  for,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  it  was  a  fight  humanity  could  not 
have  looked  on  with  fteadinefs.  I  fhould 
have  thought  it  a-kin  to  flavery,  not- 
withftanding  it  was  pofierior  to  the 
French  revolution  ;  but,  from  the  hila¬ 
rity  of  the  laborers,  I  fhould  have  learnt 
how  ill  qualified  I  am  to  judge  “what 
“  is  good  or  evil  for  man  in  this  life,” 
and  I  fhould  for  ever  have  been  deterred 
from  interfering  to  redrefs  grievances  I 
could  not  underhand,  and  to  promote 
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happinefs  I  might  annihilate  in  the 
amendment ;  and  moft  devoutly  do  I 
wiili  that  this  caution  operated,  as  it 
ought,  on  all  public  and  private  reform¬ 
ers  :  we  fhould  then  be  fecure  of  one 
privilege  the  fticklers  for  ideal  liberty 
would  deprive  us  of,  the  ineffimable  pri¬ 
vilege  of  being  at  peace. 

I  have  always  deducted  much  from 
the  truth  of  the  accounts  we  receive 
from  France,  Fating  the  whole  country 
to  be  one  fcene  of  mifery  and  confu- 
iicn ;  becaufe  I  doubt  not  that  thefe 
circumftances  are  purpofely  exagge¬ 
rated.  For  a  very  different  reafon  I 
am  forced  to  do  the  fame  by  your  nar¬ 
ratives,  my  dear  madam.  By  a  new 
mode  of  perfpedlive,  you  bring  the 
diftance  of  all  your  pictures  into  the 
fore-ground.  What  you  with,  you  hope,* 
what  you  hope,  you  forefee ;  and  what 
you  forefee,  you  confder  as  prefent. 
No  one.  who  reads  your  letters,  could 

eafily 
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cafily  perfuade  himfelf  to  believe,  t'h.g 
difgraceful  details  of  Auguft  and  Sep¬ 
tember  were  at  all  dependant  on  the 
events  you  have  recorded.  No  one 
could  look  for  a  fet  of  aflaffins  *  and 
butchers  amongft  your  finging  and 
dancing  Parilians.  Are  the  tenth  of 
Auguft  and  the  third  -of  September  to 
be  reckoned  amongft  the  halcyon  days 
you  prophefied  ? 

Turning  to  the  eleventh  letter  of  your 
fecond  collection,  I  am  really  almoft 
tempted  to  lay  down  my  pen,  and  de- 
.  ftroy  every  line  of  thefe  remarks. — I 
have  hitherto,  I  hope,  written  tempe¬ 
rately. — I  have  "avoided  whatever  I 
thought  even  uncivil ;  but  here,  I  pro- 
teft,  it  is  difficult  for  any  body  who 
does  not  kick  at  all  fubordination  of  de¬ 
cency,  and  1  may  fay  religion,  to  be 
patient. — In  the  name  of  common  fenfe, 
Mifs  W.  how  can  you  objecft  it  as  a 
crime  to  Philippe  le  Bel,  that  he  firft 
F  4  made 
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made  offences  againff  the  king  hlgh- 
treafon  ?  In  the  whole  progrefs  of  go¬ 
vernment  it  is  ob fen/able,  that  punifh- 
ments  in  time  lofe  their  efficacy;  lenient 
meafures  can  be  efficient  only  in  ages 
of  fimplicity.  Will  the  punifhm'ents  of 
a  child  reftrarn  a  man?  Is  vice  now 
awed  by  what  formerly  could  controuf 
it  ?  Is  not  every  thing,  when  grown 
familiar,  defpifed  ?  Why  then  may  no£ 
Philippe  le  Bel,  in  that  inihmce,  rather 
be  called  a  reformer  than  a  tyrant? 
You  will  anfwcr,  becaufe  as  kings  are 
odious,  the  means  to  preferve  them  are 
iniquitous.  May  you,  my  dear  madam, 
never  feel  the  want  of  a  prote&or  ! — bus 
fhould  a  time  come,  when  either  your 
perfon  or  your  property  is  in  danger 
from  the  relaxation  of  authority,  you 
will  then  feel  that  a  helplefs  woman 
is  a  miferable  politician,  if  fhe  has 
helped  to  overturn  a  throne. 


I  could. 
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I  could,  perhaps,  forgive  your  cen- 
fure  of  the  French  tyrant ,  on  the  fup- 
pofition  that  you  knew  not  the  circum- 
ftances  of  his  time ;  but  your  enco¬ 
mium  on  your  dear  revolution,  your 
tracing  it  from  literature,  philofophy, 
reafon,  &c.  &c. ; — your  comparifon  of 
liberty  to  light,  when  the  French  rage 
for  liberty  might  be  fo  much  more 
fitly  compared  to  a  conflagration  ;  your 
quotation  from  fcripture,  to  fupport  doc¬ 
trines  that  war  againfl:  Heaven,  are  all 
in  my  idea  inexcufable.  There  is  but 
one  condition  on  which  you  can  regain 
your  fltuation,  in  the  efleem  of  the 
reafonahle  part  of  the  world,  and  to  be 
confiflent  you  mult,  and  I  flatter  my- 
felf  you  will,  comply  with  it, — You 
have  now  feen  a  part  of  the  conic  qnences 
of  this  revolution;  that  part  has  utterly 
contradicted  your  predictions :  the  French 
have  now  (hewn  themfelves  to  be  a  peo¬ 
ple  very  undefer ving  your  praifes  : — give 
F  i  up 
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up  therefore  the  caufe,— confefs  that  the 
prefent  power  has  far  outgone  your 
wifhes ;  and  do,  by  a  fubfequent  pub¬ 
lication,  convince  the  world  that  you  are 
not,  what  I  have  heard  you  in  fome 
circles  termed,  a  poijfarde  and  a  fire¬ 
brand. 

I  am  fo  tired  of  the  labor  of  criti- 
cifm, — and  fo  hurt  at  the  unfeminine 
tendency  of  your  laft  volume,  that  I 
turn  over  the  pages,  hoping  I  fhall  fee 
no  marks  of  my  pencil ;  but  the  name  * 
of  Madame  de  Sillery  flops  me,  and 
when  I  read  your  exprefiions  of  defe¬ 
rence  for  her,  I  have  little  hope  that 
you  will  return  to  the  calm  character 
of  an  Englifh woman.  I  fhould  be  forry, 
however,  to  hear,  that  your  notions  of 
liberty  exactly  coincided  with  her’s, 
fince,  if  I  am  not  mifinformed,  fhe  has 
publifhed  more  than  one  living  creed , 
and  enjoys  a  rank  in  the  literary  world, 
of  her  pretentions''  to  which  M.  de  la 
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Harpe’s  teftimonies  are  ftronger  than 
her  own.— ‘  Bear  and  forbear’  is  a  max¬ 
im  that  would  make  a  good  motto  for 
her  medallion. 

*  What  are  the  misfortunes  of  Louis 
*  the  fixteenth  ?’  is  a  queftion  you  put  to 
your  correfpondent. — I  will  not  crimi¬ 
nate  your  judgment  by  adducing  pofte- 
rior  fadts. — I  will  only  fay,  I  write  this 
on  the  19th  of  December  1792,  and  that 
I  with  no  uncommon  powers  of  forefight, 
and  reafoning  only  from  fimilar  cafes, 
could  have  told  you  long  before  you  wrote 
that  queftion,  what  is  now  the  anfwer  to 
it. — Heu  pietas !  Heu  prifca  fides  ! 

I  like  wonderfully,  and  it  almoft  di¬ 
verts  my  ill  temper  at  this  moment,  to 
fee  you  ftroking  the  Englifh  lion,  after 
you  have  fet  the  lefs  noble  French 
emblem  to  peck  at  him.  But  the  ge¬ 
nerous  beaft  difdains  equally  your  attacks 
and  your  carefles;  and,  as  a  friend,  I 
warn  you  to  beware  of  his  gripe. 

F  6  The 
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The  freedom  of  the  prefs  has  been 
grofsly  abufed — fedition  will  not  meet 
with  the  encouragement  it  has  boafted 
of.  Some  people  laugh  at  you  and  your 
reafonings  about  Magna  Charta ;  but, 
there  are  others  not  quite  fo  merrily  dif- 
pofed,  and  who  fincerely  wifh,  for  your 
own  fake,  that  if  you  cannot  be  a  quiet 
fubjedfc  of  a  well-regulated  monarchy, 
you  would  pleafe  to  remain  where  your 
republicanifm  may  prove  only  one  coal 
in  a  flaming  furnace. 

I  am  fo  thoroughly  wearied  of  my 
undertaking,  and  really  fo  irritated  by 
obferving  the  effedts  produced  by  the 
difiemination  of  fuch  vague  principles 
of  liberty  as  the  prefs  every  day  fends 
forth,  that  I  will  remark  on  no  more 
of  your  reiterated  fentiments,  my  dear 
madam,  now  that  I  have  humbled  on 
that  which  converts  an  army  into  a  jury, 
and  teaches  them  to  difpute  before  they 
©bey. — Do,  in  pity  to  the  poor  wretches 

you 
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you  are  teaching  the  art  of  rebellion,  ei¬ 
ther  give  them  that  portion  of  reafon 
which  is  neceflary  to  their  arduous  de- 
cilions,  or  find  a  way  to  indemnify  them 
againft  the  mifchiefs  that  you  fubjedt 
them  to.  O  glorious  days  of  liberty 
and  republicanifm,  when  ignorance  is 
power,  fubverfion  produces  happinefs, 
and  peace  alone  is  a  crime  !  Ovid  was  a. 
booby  when  he  wrote 

“  Pax  juvat,  et  media  pace  repertus  amor.”' 

Let  us  rather  call  on  the  furies  to  come 
and  aid  us  in  annihilating  all  that  the 
labor  and  experience  of  ages  have  effect¬ 
ed  for  our  comfort. 

How  can  fentiments  fo  oppofite  as 
your’s,  my  dear  Mifs  W.  on  politics,  and 
on  the  duties  of  the  Hotel  Dieu,  find 
place  in  the  fame  mind  ?  Could  I  di¬ 
ved  your  work  of  its  malign  influence, 
I  would  bear  with  it  for  the  fake  of  the 
palfage  I  allude  to.  It  inclines  me 
much  more  to  regret  than  to  refent 
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the  bias  your  principles  have  taken; 
it  urges  me  to  intreat  you  to  weigh 
well  the  tendency  of  your  fpeculative 
doctrines,  and  to  do  all  in  your  power 
to  repair  the  mifchief  you  have  at  lead 
attempted.  Let  us  not  be  deprived  of 
the  pleafure  we  derive  from  your  pen 
when  properly  employed.  Let  not  po¬ 
litical  fury,  like  Aaron’s  rod,  fwallow  up 
the  other  powers  of  your  mind.  In  juf- 
tice  to  yourfelf,  remember  you  owe 
obedience  for  protection,  that  you  are 
helplefs,  and  a  woman. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  XIV. 

2d  Jan.  1793. 

JJAVING  now,  my  dear  madam, 
prefented  you  with  my  fentiments 
on  a  variety  of  female  topics,  and  ani¬ 
madverted  on  yours,  refpe&ing  the 
French  convulfwns ;  for  revolution  is,  I 
think,  a  term  too  exprefiive  of  order 
and  regularity  to  be  applied  to  modem 
Gaul,  and  its  politics  5  allow  me  to  in¬ 
trude  on  your  patience,  while  I  conlider 
the  prefent  pofture  of  opinions  and 
interefts. 

That  there  is  a  fuperintending  Pro¬ 
vidence,  who  rules  even  our  mean  eft 
concerns  ;  that  nothing  is  permitted  but 
by  his  will ;  that  he  knows  what  is  beft 
for  us,  and  that  his  mercy  is  equal  to 
his  juftice,  are  points  of  faith,  which  we 
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mufi:  be  volunteers  in  w  retched  nefs  to 
abandon. — It  is  this  belief  that  re¬ 
conciles  me  to  the  ftupendous  feenes  of 
violence  and  anarchy,  which  great  part 
of  Europe  now  prefents  :  it  is  this  that 
convinces  me,  that  however  I  may  de¬ 
plore  the  fate  of  individuals,  the  general 
good  is  confulted  in  every  event ;  but  the 
confidence  with  which  it  infpires  me, 
does  not  abate  the  horror  I  feel,  when  I 
reflect  on  what  is  now  pafling  in  the 
councils,  and  more  particularly  in  the 
breaihs,  of  thofe  who  fet  up  for  reformers 
of  the  world.  France  being  fituared  in 
the  foreground  of  this  theatre  of  devafta- 
tion,  naturally  claims  our  fir  ft  attention, 
nay  fine  claims  that  of  all  the  kingdoms 
and  ftates  on  earth  ;  many  of  whom  are 
undoubtedly  waiting  only  to  profit  by 
her  experience. — What  a  picture  is  it 
fhe  exhibits  ! — what  a  race  of  beings  has 
fhe  produced  — are  the  furies  let  loofe 
among  them  ?  cr  are  they  firming  to 

concenter 
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concenter  againft  themfelves  the  whole 
vengeance  of  Heaven  ? — Are  thefe  the 
wife  legiflators,  the  cool  difinterefted 
patriots,  the  benevolent  protedors  of 
the  wretched,  that  Mifs  Williams  fo 
extols  ?— Or  are  they  not  rather  a  fet  of 
madmen,  whole  frenzy  can  be  humored 
with  nothing  but  bloodlhed  and  carnage? 
I  am  not  fond  of  anticipating  the  divine 
■will  ;  1  look  on  the  expectation  of  its 
avenging  hand  as  blind  prefumption ; 
but  in  the  inftance  of  the  French,  I  can¬ 
not  but  fay,  that  if  to  break  every  law, 
divine  or  human,  is  to  offend  the  Al- 
mighty,  we  muft  fuppofe  them  under 
his  difpleafure  ;  and  if  we  regard  rather 
their  demerits  than  his  patience,  we  can 
hardly  fuppofe  their  punifhment  will  be 
delayed,  while  the  divine  voice  alks, 
*  Shall  I  not  vilit  for  thefe  things  ?  ’ 

A  king  dethroned,  a  conftitution  de- 
ftroyed,  innocence  brought  to  the  tri¬ 
bunal  of  the  molf  impious  men,  wretches 

who 
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who  glory  in  their  impiety ;  the  fervice 
of  God  not  only  negleCted,  but  his  very 
exigence  denied  ;  are  the  claims  of  the 
new  republic,  to  the  applaufe  and  the 
imitation  of  the  w’hole  world.  But,  in 
their  vehemence  for  glory,  the  French 
have  widely  departed  from  policy: — 
a  very  fhort  time,  a  very  little  reflection 
will  bring  them,  in  the  opinion  of  all 
who  can  think,  to  their  true  ftandard — 
they  will  no  longer  be  giants  in  patri- 
otifm — they  will  appear  what  they  really 
are,  the  enemies  of  the  human  race. 
Uncultivated  fields  carry  no  eloquence 
on  their  furface,  to  perfuade  us  that 
they  are  a  pleafant  fight — famine  may 
make  men  defperate,  but  never  con¬ 
tented — the  fword  muft  be  turned  into  a 
plough-fhare,  or  its  edge  is  a  curfe.  Of 
thefe  truths,  nothing  fhort  of  the  lafl: 
conviction  will  make  a  nation  of  ma¬ 
niacs  fenfible;  and,  unlefs  Heaven  in  its 
mercy  checks  the  progrefs  of  their  de- 

lufion. 
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luiion,  this  laft  convi&ion  our  reformed 
neighbors  feem  defined  fpeedily  to  re¬ 
ceive. — That  any  that  can  open  their 
eyes  to  a  fenfe  of  their  deviations,  may 
arrive  before  they  have  imbrued  their 
hands  in  regal  blood,  is  more  to  be 
wifhed,  for  the  fake  of  juftice,  than  for 
the  fake  of  the  principal  fufferer,  whofe 
forrows,  I  fincerely  hope,  have  fitted  him 
for  the  worft  deftiny  his  favage  tyrants 
can  denounce  ;  and  to  whom  a  releafe 
from  the  miferies  of  a  cruel  world  would 
be  felicity. 

Every  one  referring  to  the  date  of  my 
letter,  will  perceive  that  it  is  written  at 
a  moment,  nearly  approaching  a  dreadful 
crifis — perhaps  that  crifis  is  already 
paft — perhaps  the  laft  fad  fcene  is  over, 
and  the  fpirit  of  the  unfortunate  Louis 
is  difmiffed  to  reft  and  peace.' — In  either 
cafe,  what  now,  my  dear  madam,  are 
your  feelings? — lean  hardly  tell  what 
mine  would  be  in  fuch  a  fituation ;  but 

of 


1 1  6  LETTERS  ON  THE 

of  this  I  am  certain,  that  had  my  lips 
ever  uttered,  or  my  hand  ever  penned,  a 
fentiment  that  could  tend  to  bring  she 
kingly  authority  into  contempt,  or  to 
raife  the  minds  of  the  Parifians  againft 
their  fovereign,  1  fhould  think  myfeif 
accefiary  to  his  misfortunes  ;  and,  in  your 
particular  infiance,  1  fhould  feel  very 
aukward,  fnould  any  one  hereafter  afk 
me,  what  bufinefs  I  had  to  intermeddle 
in  the  adminiftration  of  a  country  ia 
which  I  was  a  foreigner  ? 

May  I  never  feek,  may  I  never  enjoy 
happinefs  at  the  expence  of  another  !  but 
may  I  always  retain  enough  of  the  diferi- 
minating  faculty,  to  be  fenfible  of  a  pre¬ 
eminence  in  bleffings !  Who,  that  is 
not  voluntarily  blind,  can  difregard  the 
amazing  contraft  between  the  lituation 
of  this  country,  and  of  one  divided  from 
us,  by  only  a  channel  of  feven  leagues  ? 
and  who,  that  has  a  heart,  can  refrain 
from  a  grateful  acknow  ledgment  of  Pro- 
c  vidential 
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vidential  goodnefs. — Our  enemies  have 
tried  their  force  agamft  us  to  their  own 
fhame,  and  our  advantage:  by  being  com¬ 
pelled  to  exert  our  ftrength,  we  are 
flrengthened  :  we  enjoy,  under  a  mild  go¬ 
vernment,  every  comfort  that  life  pro¬ 
duces,  or  afks  for — we  have  opportu¬ 
nities  afforded  us,  by  the  inequalities 
themfelves  of  which  we  complain,  to 
fhevv  whether  ive  are  virtuous  or  the 
contrary.  In  fhort,  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain  are  in  the  adtual  pofleflion 
of  whatever  can  teach  them  to  be  grate¬ 
ful  for  bleffiogs  now  beftowcd,  and  fe- 
dulous  for  the  attainment  of  thofe 
promifed. 

And  yet,  though  this  is  a  true  pifture  of 
Englifhhappinefs,  though  we  are  forced 
go  confefs,  that  w  hatever  corrections  our 
form  of  government  may  need,  its  faults 
are  fuch  as  individuals  are  not  oppreffed 
by  ;  we  are  fo  wearied  of  well-being,  we 
fo  long  for  novelty,  and  are  fo  defirous 
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of  fomething  to  complain  of,  that  we 
liften  greedily  to  the  firft  vagabond  or 
enthufiaft  who  will  be  at  the  pains  of 
proving,  by  the  groffeft  fophiftry,  that 
we  are  fools  becaufe  we  are  content. 

That  the  foremoft  of  our  advifers 
have  neither  reputation  nor  property  at 
flake ;  that  in  the  common  dealings  of 
man  with  man,  they  have  forfeited  all 
credit — that  from  a  want  of  previous  in¬ 
formation,  it  is  fairly  to  be  inferred,  that 
they  cannot  reafon  accurately;  and  though 
the  experience  of  ages  has  proved  the 
fallacy  of  all  fuch  delufions,  and  the 
intereft  or  ambition  of  thefe  reforming 
projectors,  yet  thefe  are  arguments  of  no 
avail  with  thofe  w ho  think  novelty  fyno- 
nymous  with  happinefs  :  fuch  people 
muft  be  made  to  feel  their  error  ;  for  it 
is  abfolutely  impoffible  to  reafon  them 
out  of  it  ;  and  even  by  this  demonftra- 
tion  fociety  in  general  would  gain  little ; 
for  the  next  generation  would  Hand  in 

juft 
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juft  as  much  need  of  the  fame  con- 
vi&ion. 

I  wifh  any  one  competent  to  the  tafk, 
and  who  had  opportunity  of  developing 
motives,  and  integrity  to  make  them/er- 
viceable  to  mankind,  would  inform  the 
world,  by  drawing  up  a  hiftory  of  the 
moft  remarkable  and  moft  popular  re¬ 
volutions  in  Europe.  I  fear  much  would 
be  brought  forward  that  few  have  ima¬ 
gined,  and  that  fuch  a  ftripping  would 
leave  many  a  daw  in  pitiable  plight. 
Family  pride  has  been,  within  your  me¬ 
mory  and  mine,  my  dear  madam,  moft 
grievioufly  wounded,  by  an  authentic 
and  valuable  publication  of  original 
memorials.  I  wifh,  fincerely,  that  every 
century  fent  forth  the  fame  denouement , 
that  we  might  afcertainthe  true  value  of 
our  Ruffels  Jtnd  Sidneys.  In  the  mean 
time  let  me  fuggeft  an  expedient,  that, 
in  my  opinion,  would  much  aid  the 
good  intentions  of  thofe  who  wifh  for 
i  peace ; 
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peace  :  let  Salluft’s  Catiline  war  be 
tranflated  into  familiar  Englifh,  let  fair 
refemblances  of  character  be  pointed  out 
to  the  notice  of  the  commonalty,  and 
it  will  convince,  at  leaft  fome  of  them, 
that  thefe  public-fpirited  gentry,  the  re- 
dreffers  of  grievances,  are  not  without 
private  interefts,  or  models,  by  which 
they  fafliion  themfelves. 
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J  HAVE  heard  it  aflerted,  and  the  af- 
fertion  has  my  hearty  alfent,  that 
Chriftianity  is  not  calculated  to  form  a 
great  man  on  the  principles  of  ambition. 
It  would  be  a  contradiction  almoft  in 
terms,  if  it  were  otherwife;  for  certainly 
ambition  is  no  virtue  in  the  eye  of  Chrif- 
tianity ;  and  even  the  morality  of  thofe 
great  actions  which  it  has  produced  is 
very  queftionable.  If  murder  be  in  it- 
felf  a  crime,  the  caufe  for  fhedding  blood 
ought  to  amount  to  neceflity,  or  it 
will  till  be  criminal.  If  the  property 
of  another  is  facred,  we  need  an  au-^ 
thority  as  inconteftible  as  that  of  our 
duty  itfclf,  to  give  us  a  title  to  it. — 
As  far  as  we  can  perceive,  the  plea  of 
vol.  ii.  G  ambi- 
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ambition  will  not  avail  u§  much  in  our 
future  j  unification  of  any  violence,  and* 
perhaps,  when  the  mills  of  this  world 
are  cleared  away,  we  lhall  not  be  greatly 
inclined  to  urge  it. 

The  title  of  ambition  to  a  place  in  the 
catalogue  of  virtues,  feems  at  prefent  a 
little  weak,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  fub- 
jftitution  of  palriotijm  for  it;  but  what¬ 
ever  the  appellation,  the  principle  is 
the  fame.  It  was  ambition  that  ani¬ 
mated  Monf.  de  la  Fayette  to  become 
the  champion  of  America,  and  the  mob- 
king  of  Paris.  This,  I  will  confefs  to 
be  an  infinitely  better  impulfe  than  that 
his  fucceffors  have  yielded  to ;  but  yet, 
if  the  French  general’s  misfortunes  and 
captivity  have  taught  him  that  ambi¬ 
tion  is  not  a  virtue,  I  congratulate  him 
fincerely  on  his  fufferings. 

The  chriftian  duties  are  faid  to  be 
cafily  defined  ;  and  the  pra&ice  of  them 
fb  inc-onteflibly  proves  their  fimpiicity, 

that 
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that  in  moft  cafes,  wherever  the  con- 
fcience  is  bewildered,  we  may  be  a£- 
fured  we  have  departed  from  the  great 
rule  of  our  condud,  the  light  afforded 
us  by  Revelation.  This  was  felt  by  the 
French  reformers  ;  and  as  in  their  fcale 
of  merit  they  could  place  nothing 
higher  than  Ambition  or  Patriotifm, 
call  it  which  you  pleafe,  they  perceived 
that  the  balls  of  their  merit  being  paf- 
(ion,  religion  was  out  of  the  queftion : 
to  difpofe  of  it  was  a  difficulty — to  an¬ 
nihilate  it,  required  only  hardihood : 
their  former  patriotic  exercifes  had 
formed  a  climax  wanting  only  this  com¬ 
pletion  ;  and  to  the  affonifhment  of  all 
the  ferious,  to  the  joy  of  all  the  impi¬ 
ous,  and  the  comfort  of  all  who  wifh 
for  their  deftrudion,  they  avow  them- 
felves,  by  the  mouth  of  one  of  their  ora¬ 
tors,  a  nation  of  Atheilfs. 

There  is  in  the  notions  of  all  men  who 
ad  on  noble  motives,  a  warinefs,  a  tena¬ 
city  of  their  own  virtue  and  their  own 
G  2  repu- 
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reputation,  that  gives  credit  to  their  pro¬ 
ceedings.  Fearful  that  aught  bafe  or 
felfifn  fhould  be  imputed  to  them,  they 
lay.  open  to  the  world  their  principles 
and  their  praflice;  they  are  willing  to 
be  advifed,  they  frrive  only  to  do  right, 
and  are  thankful  to  thofe  who  will  affifl 
them.  The  contrary  is  obfervable 
wherever  men  are  actuated  by  paflion : 
if  they  know  or  fufpedt  themfelves  to 
be  wrong,  they  make  up  by  pofitive- 
nefs  for  what  is  wanting  in  reafon. 
None  are  fo  obftinate  as  thofe  in  fault, 
is  an  admitted  truth ;  and  every  day’s 
experience  proves  it.  Unlefs  fome- 
thing  turns  the  hearts  of  the  Parifians, 
the  king’s  counfel  may  plead  to  eter¬ 
nity,  and  with  every  argument  in  their 
favor;  but  they  cannot  convince  thofe 
who  fit  in  judgment ;  for  to  be  convinced 
would  be  deftrudlion  to  their  fc hemes  ; 
juftice  there  is  none  amongft  them ; 
companion  they  have  long  difcarded,  if 
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{he  ever  {hewed  herfelf  to  any  of  them; 
and  truth  can  have  little  chance  of  being 
heard,  where  religion  has  been  fhut 
out. 

Few  cafes  of  contrariety  of  opinion 
occur,  in  which  we  do  not  grant  fome- 
thing  to  the  fallibility  of  human  judgment 
and  the  impolition  of  the  fenfes.  I  be¬ 
lieve  there  are  many  in  this  country 
who  are  very  honedly  earned:  for  partial 
reformations ;  but,  with  refpe<d  to  thofe 
of  France,  I  think,  as  far  as  public  re¬ 
port  and  private  information  can  enable 
me  to  judge,  I  cannot,  by  any  logic, 
prove  that  there  can  be  an  honed  man 
amongd  the  perfecutors  of  the  king  of 
France,  unlefs  he  be  abfolutely  infane. 
There  are  points,  on  which  all  in  their 
fenfes  can  judge  if  they  plcafe. — Every¬ 
one  knows  that  cruelty  to  innocence  is 
injudice,  that  punifhment  ought  to  be 
proportioned  to  guilt,  and  that  to  in- 
flifi  needlefs  hardlhips,  is  to  indulge  a. 

G  2  fa\£g9 
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favage  fpirit.  None  of  the  National 
Convention  would,  I  fuppofe,  chufe  to 
enrol  themfelves  as  idiots  or  madmen — 
they  therefore  are,  if  in  their  wits,  moft 
culpable  indeed. 

But  fnall  we  women,  my  dear  Mifs 
W.  who  have  no  ambition  to  fpur  us, 
no  finifter  ends  to  promote,  Brail  we  take 
upon  Gurfelves  the  odious  character  of 
minifters  of  vengeance  ? — Shall  we  ne- 
gled  our  own  peace  and  happinefs  to 
ipread  a  conflagration  ?  No,  furely;  we 
prize  too  highly  the  privileges  with  which 
the  age  indulges  our  fex — it  is  permitted 
us  to  render  ourfelves  as  amiable  as  pof- 
fible — we  will  not  throw  by  the  ceftus 
to  put  on  the  helmet. 

There  is  one  confideration  which 
fhould  make  all  violent  partifans  refled; 
before  they  engage  their  exertions  or 
their  paflions  in  any  caufe.  We  none 
of  us  know  to  what  lengths  w7e  may  be 
carried  by  party  animofity  and  falfe 
opinions.  No  one  can  fay  how  his 

judg- 
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judgment  may  come  off  when  fpecious 
argument  is  oppofed  to  it ;  confequently, 
it  is  as  difficult  to  fecure  our  inno¬ 
cence.  Nothing  inflames  the  mind  fo 
much  as  fadlion,  nothing  intoxicates  the 
fenfes  fo  completely  as  the  mafk  of  virtue 
when  worn  by  vice.  We  begin  inno¬ 
cently,  moft  probably  ignorantly;  and, 
relying  for  juftification,  on  that  which 
we  arc  not  aware  we  have  forfeited,  we 
retreat  from  the  daughter,  in  our  ideas 
as  guiltlefs  as  we  entered  the  council— 
’Tis  lefs  than  may  be  expedted  if  we 
do  not  afliime  merit  to  ourfelves  for 
our  criminal  activity;  but  however 
we  may  for  a  time  be  blinded  by 
fallacy  and  impofltion,  an  hour  of  rec¬ 
tification  will  come,  an  hour  that  le¬ 
vels  not  only  all  diftindlions  of  rank,  but 
all  inequalities  of  intelledl,  and  what  this 
hour  will  prove  to  the  devaluating  legis¬ 
lators  of  the  continent,  I  had  rather  any 
©ne  Ihould  augur  than  myfelf. 

G* 
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If  the  Almighty  did  not  permit  an 
incredible  perverfion  of  judgment  as 
thepunifhment  of  the  refractory,  I  fliould 
be  afionifiied  that  any  argument  fhould- 
be  required  to  teach  men  that  peace  is 
preferable  to  war,  and  that  the  fafe  en¬ 
joyment  of  every  blefling  of  life  is  better 
than  murder  and  rapine ;  but  this  is  an 
age  in  which  firft  principles  muft  b$ 
proved,  becaufe  they  are  difputed:  hu¬ 
man  nature  feems  changed.  Hotno  homini 
lupus ,  is  an  adage  now  verified  beyond 
proverbial  accuracy;  the  very  bonds  of 
fociety  are  giving  way,  and  from  the 
height  of  refinement  we  are  fall  precipi¬ 
tating  into  barbarifm. 

It  has  pleafed  Heaven  to  fet  before  us 
an  example,  ere  it  is  too  late  for  us  to 
profit  by  it.  We  fee  what  is  doing  at  a 
fmall  difiance  from  us  :  we  can  now 
pretty  well  judge,  at  leaft,  what  will  not 
be  the  fruit  of  Gallic  patriotifm.  May 
w  e  be  deterred  by  the  lefion,  infiead  of 
copying  it  I 
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J^EW  inflances  have  occurred  to  me, 
my  dear  madam,  in  which  my  feel¬ 
ings  have  been  more  fawed  by  indeci- 
iion,  than  in  the  cafe  of  the  fugitives 
from  France.  The  firft  fentiment  arifing 
in  the  mind,  on  hearing  even  of  their 
profcription,  is  compaffion  -r  and  every 
one  who  makes  the  leaft  pretenfions  to 
humanity,  muft  feel  himfelf  inclined  to 
open  his  very  heart  for  the  reception  of 
thefe  miferable  beings.  But  the  next 
whifper  is  that  of  caution,  the  next  wilh 
is  for  a  power  of  difcrimination  ;  and 
the  upfhot  of  the  debate  with  ourfelves 
is  that,  in  the  cafe  of  the  French  fugi¬ 
tives,  it  is  moft  difficult  to  determine 
how  we  ought  to  adt.  The  liberality  of 
G  5  English 
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.Englifh  benevolence,  is  a  national  cha*. 
racteriftic  that  has  ever  been  confpi- 
cuous ;  and  recent  claims  on  it  have 
proved  that  it  keeps  pace  with  the  in- 
creafe  of  national  wealth.  I  doubt  not 
that  many,  I  hope  all,  the  refugees  wrho 
have  partaken  of  it,  will  evince  their 
gratitude  by  their  conduct  ,•  but  while 
we  relieve  their  neceffities,  let  us,  for 
our  own  fakes,  remember  that  thefe  per* 
fons  bear  little  affinity  to  thofe  who  fled 
hither  from  the  perfecutions  of  the  duke 
of  Alva,  or  the  crafty  policy  of  Louis  the 
fourteenth.  In  thefe  religious  profcrip- 
tions  proteftants  fought  ffielter  amongft 
proteftants ;  and  thofe  who  were  willing 
to  obey,  took  refuge  with  thofe  who 
lived  in  a  habit,  of  obedience;  but  the 
cafe  is  far  otherwife  now.  Oppofition 
in  religious  opinions,  provided  they  are 
tacit,  God  forbid  that  I,  or  any  one, 
Ihould  make  a  plea  for  diftruft  ;  but 
here  we  are  careffing  perfons  of  various 

defcrip- 
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descriptions,  a  motley  crew,  moll  of 
whom  muft  entertain  principles  entirely 
inimical  to  our  form  of  government.— 
From  this  circumftance,  my  dear  ma¬ 
dam,  if  you  are  Hill  a  red-hot  r^ublican3, 
you  may  derive  hope  ;  but  it  makes  me 
fear;  and  with  the  honeft  purpofe  of 
making  others  fear,  I  alk  their  attention 
to  the  fubjedt. 

The  government  have  done  all  that  a 
government  can  do,  to  protect  us  from 
manual  hoftility ;  but  the  tongue  is  often 
a  more  formidable  enemy  than  the  hand  5 
and  we  may  fuffer  as  certainly,  though,, 
perhaps,  not  fo  fpeedily,  from  the  dif- 
femi  nation  of  opinion,  as  from  any  overt- 
a£t  of  violence. — From  fuch  of  our  un¬ 
fortunate  neighbours  as  left  their  coun¬ 
try,  when  the  firlt  moderate  fet  of  re¬ 
formers  were  forced  to  give  ground,  I 
apprehend  little  ;  but  the  following  con- 
vulfions  of  the  volcano  threw  out  a  race 
of  democrats,  though  probably  not  fuch 
G  6  abettor# 
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abettors  of  anarchy  as  thofe  left  behind : 
the  next  importation  will  be  of  thofe 
ftill  a  little  deeper  dyed  ;  and  we  fhall  at 
laft,  when  they  have  made  their  fitu- 

ations  at  home  untenable,  be  called  on 

•  9 

to  houfe  the  Marats  and  Roberfpierres. 
Even  to  thefe  were  they  in  mifery,  even 
to  the  wretch  who  boafts  in  our  ftreets. 
his  bearing  on  a  pike  the  head  of  the. 
wretched  Lamballe,  even  to  the  harpy" 
of  Richmond,  who  led  her  multifarious 
lovers  through  a  deluge  of  blood  to  the 
axe,  I  would  extend  mercy,  well  con¬ 
vinced  that  vengeance  is  not  mine  ;  but 
I  would  no  more  fofter  Rich  mifcreants,. 
than  I  would  warm  the  adder  in  mjr 
bofom,  or  fondle  a  young  crocodile. 

I  have  not  general  knowledge  enough; 
to  judge,  whether  it  is-  peculiar  to  our 
country  ;  but  I  am  fure  it  is  obfervable.- 
in  us,  that  whatever  fenfation  is  excited, 
we  run  to  extremes  in  its  indulgence. 
£>ome  years  ago,  a  moft  uncharitable  de~ 
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reflation  of  the  French  was  the  raging 
faihion  ;  every  body,,  and  every  fenti- 
ment  was  anligallican:  latterly  this  hoftile 
difpofition  has  fubfided,  and  it  is  fuc- 
ceeded  by  paflkmate  regard  in  fome  peo¬ 
ple  for  the  reigning  oppreflors  of  France* 
in  others,  for  the  oppreflcd.  Little 
virtue  can,  according  to  my  ideas,  he 
afcribed  to  the  former  fet  of  philan¬ 
thropic  patriots,  much  caution  is  to  be 
exercifed  by  the  other.  Univerfal  bene¬ 
volence  is  a  phrafe  aptly  fuited  to  charm 
the  vulgar ;  it  is  taken  in  the  grofs,  unde¬ 
fined  and  unexamined;  but  whoever 
attempts  to  pra&ife  it  to  any  purpofe,  will, 
1  fancy,  find  it  a  chimerical  projedl,unlefs- 
he  begins  with  that  minor  fpecies  of 
charity — particular  kindnefs.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  incumbent  on  us,  unlefs  we  would 
rifque  the  cenfure  of  being  partially  un¬ 
juft,  to  confider  firfl  the  interefts  of  thofe 
with  whom  natural  bonds  have  connected 
us,:  our  kindred,  our  country,  and  our 

fellow— 
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fellow-creatures  claim,  in  fucceffion,  our 
regard  and  endeavors  ;  but  fhould  this 
order  be  inverted,  fhould  we  efpoufe  a 
foreign  caufe,  in  preference  to  that  we 
feem  born  to  defend  ;  fhould  we  boaft 
our  patriotifm,  when  we  neglecft  the 
relative  duties,  I  queftion  whether  we 
fhould  have  any  ground  for  felf-appro- 
bation.  Of  this  I  am  convinced,  that 
to  make  political  or  metaphyfical  diffinc- 
tions  between  right  and  wrong,  is  not 
half  fo  eafy  or  fo  fafe  as  to  difeharge 
the  fimple  offices  of  Chriftianity ;  and 
that  we  Hand  a  much  bitter  chance  of 
pardon,  if  we  err  through  a  wifh  for 
peace,  than  if  we  difturb  the  world  by 
eccentric  deviations. 

Thefituation  of  the  Freuch  emigrants, 
undoubtedly,  interefts  all  humanity  in 
their  afflictions  ;  but  it  does  not  require 
us  to  adopt  their  opinions,  or  to  en¬ 
courage  the  publication  of  them.  Such 
as  chufe  to  avow  themfelves  the  friends 

of 
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©f  good  order,  and  whofe  practice  is  as 
peaceable  as  their  tenets,  are  citizens 
every  where  ;  but  even  you,  my  dear 
madam,  mull  admit  it  as  a  complex  ab- 
furdity  to  favor  the  endeavors  of  fuch  as 
would  annihilate  that  very  diftinCtion  of 
ranks  and  clafles,  which  has  afforded 
them  the  means  of  relief,  fince  1  do  not 
believe  any  leveller  would  venture  to 
affert,  that  an  Agrarian  Law  would  leave 
any  of  us  more  than  the  unavailing  wifh, 
that  the  hand  had  aught  to  beftow. 

It  was  afferted,  by  one  of  thofe  great 
phyficians  of  antiquity,  from  whofe 
judgment  there  is  no  appeal,  that  every  me¬ 
dicine  bears  w’ith  its  medical  falubrity 
a  greater  or  lefs  degree  of  poifon ;  and  I 
have  heard  it  affirmed,  that  we  all  bring 
into  the  world  with  us,  that  principle 
which  is  finally  to  diflolve  our  corporeal 
exifience.  The  fame  contrariety  of  im¬ 
perfection  feems  to  fubfift  throughout 
the  natural  and  moral  world.  Good  can 
fcarcely  ever  be  produced  without  evil : 

virjm® 
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virtue  is  hardly  exercifed  without  the 
opposition  of  vice  :  the  agent  is  generally 
the  fuffereiv  and  his  reward  is  referved 
for  a  purer  region.  That  this  obferva- 
tion  is  daily  verified,  by  the  ingratitude 
•with  which  benevolence  is  requited, 
ought  to  be  no  argument  with  us  againft 
the  ufe  of  it,  becaufe  we  are  not  to  look 
for  remuneration,  or  any  thing  but  a  trial 
of  our  virtue,  from  man  ;  but  furely  it 
may  teach  us  to  be  prudent,  left  we  arm 
him  againft  us,  who  will  deprive  us  of  the 
farther  means  of  doing  good.  ‘  Be  pitiful, 
be  courteous’,  is  the  injunction  of  the 
apoftle. — f  Be  ye  wife  as  ferpents’,  faid 
our  Saviour,  when  he  recommended  to 
our  imitation  the  harmleffnefs  of  the 
dove- — Let  us  then  be  kind,  in  the 
largeft  fenfe  of  kindnefs,  to  our  diflrefied 
fellow-creatures  for  confidence’  fake,  not 
becaufe  our  paflions  are  inflamed,  like 
Dido’s,  with  the  recital  of  difafters. 
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T X7ITH  thofe  who  wifh  to  excite dif- 
contents,  one  {landing  argument  is 
the  neceffity  of  reformation  in  the  feve- 
ral  departments  of  government.  With¬ 
out  pretending  to  any  knowledge  of  the 
abufes  complained  of,  I  may  venture 
to  fuppofe  the  fuggeilion  well  founded* 
becaufe  I  fee  no  department  in  any  fpe- 
cies  of  government  where  reformation  is 
not  wanting;  and  it  may  fairly  be  con¬ 
cluded,  that  when  the  integral  parts 
are  defective,  the  whole  cannot  be  per¬ 
fect  ;  but  it  is  curious  to  obferve,  that  in 
the  true  fpirit  of  Swift’s  Wonder  of 
Wonders,  where  all  the  painful  miracles 
were  to  be  proved  by  the  corporeal  fuf- 
fering  of  the  fpeflators,  the  reformation 

pointed 
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pointed  out  by  the  new-modellers,  does 
not  in  the  fmalleft  degree  affect  them- 
felves.  The  corrupt  diffribution  of  na¬ 
tional  wealth  is  exclaimed  againft  by 
thofe  who  would  be  glad  to  ihare  it ;  and 
the  mifufe  of  power  is  pointed  out  by 
the  moil  notorioufly  ambitious:  they 
are  the  profufe  and  needy  who  clamor 
for  equal  diffributions ;  they  are  the 
lowed  orders  who  would  abolifli  rank;, 
they  are,  of  all  defcriptions,  thofe  who 
muff  gain  by  condition  that  with  to 
promote  it ;  but  not  a  word  is  urged  in 
favor  of  that  juftiee  which  w’ould  rendei 
them  conduits,  rather  than  receivers; 
not  a  reafon  can  be  fuggefted  that  does 
not  prove  their  patriotifm  felfifhnefs. — 
And  yet,  notwithftanding  all  the  expe¬ 
rience  gained  from  time  and  hiffory> 
thefe  projectors  are  fo  blind  to  what 
they  do  not  chufe  to  fee,  that  they  never 
fufpedt  their  purpofes  and  their  motives 
are  vifible  L 
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Admitting  that  great  ftates  and  little 
ftates,  dates  of  fociety  and  ftates  of  foli- 
tude,  all  ftand  woefully  in  need  of  refor¬ 
mation,  I  leave  t'nofe  of  the  more  power¬ 
ful  fex  to  manage  the  public  improve¬ 
ments;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  (ball  beg 
leave  to  point  out  to  my  own  fex,  fome 
particulars  under  our  proper  cognizance 
which  need  the  fame  difcipline. 

The  growth  of  luxury  is,  I  believe,, 
generally  confefled  to  be  an  evil ;  and  if 
fo,  it  is  of  frightful  magnitude  in  our 
country. — If  therefore  we  would  rank  as 
patriots,  we  ought  to  endeavor  at  its 
fuppreflion  or  correction ;  and  this  is  a 
tafk  not  mor.e  than  a  phalanx  of  females 
is  in  fome  meafure  equal  to  ;  but  to  fet 
about  it  with  any  profpeCt  of  fuccefs,  the 
evil  muft  be  clearly  underltood. 

Luxury  can  never,  except  with  re¬ 
ference  to  the  ruin  it  produces,  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  caufe.  It  is  an  effect,  pro¬ 
duced  partly  by  an  influx  of  national 
wealth,  and  partly  by  a  criminal  relax¬ 
ation 
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ation  in  the  difcharge  of  the  moral  du¬ 
ties.  Riches,  though  luxury  is  faid  £0 
be  their  natural  offspring,  have  no  ne- 
celfary  affinity  with  it,  fince  they  have 
rendered  many  a  man  parfimonious ;  but 
the  other  caufe  is  much  more  clearly  al¬ 
lied  to  it.  Relaxation  of  mind  makes 
every  one  feek  for  indolent  eafe  at  any 
expence ;  relaxation  of  moral  principles 
makes  them  tolerate  in  others  what  they 
fancy  to  be  neceffary  to  their  own  hap- 
pinefs*  Self-indulgence  is  aimed  at 
by  all :  it  is  found  eafier  to  gratify  than 
to  corredl  thofe  difpofitions  that  tend  to 
it :  the  mind,  as  well  as  body,  grows 
enervated ;  we  confult  the  palate  of 
caprice  infiead  of  appealing  to  our  rea- 
fon ;  and  fancying  that  we  are  enjoying 
perfedi  liberty,  become  (laves  to  our  own 
defires. 

In  times,  as  licentious  as  thofe  we  live 
in,  it  will  be  deemed  almofl:  profane  to 
lament  the  want  of  fubordination ;  yet, 
from  the- want  of  it,  many  much  more- 

accu- 
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accurate  reafoners  than  myfelf  have 
traced  moft  of  the  miferies  now  exit¬ 
ing.  Certainly,  in  fpite  of  all  the  non¬ 
fen  fe  talked  about  equality,  and  the  dig-  • 
nity  of  man,  a  conviction  that  fociety 
could  not  fubfift  without  fubordination 
had  a  very  wholefome  tendency — it  dif- 
pofed  the  lower  clafles  to  be  content  in 
their  feveral  vocations.  Inflead  of  the 
ambition  which  now  makes  them  emu¬ 
lous  of  the  rank  above  them,  and  un¬ 
happy  in  that  afligned  them,  their  high- 
eft  aim  was  to  maintain  their  fttuation, 
and  to  enable  their  children  to  obtain  it. 
In  fhort,  fubordination  taught  us  all  that 
we  had  places,  and  that  others  had  rights; 
and  as  it  was  a  neceftity  not  confined  to 
the  peafantry,  the  yeomanry,  or  even  to 
the  gentry,  but  fubfifting  in  all  the  feve¬ 
ral  gradations  of  rank,  it  was  thought 
neither  hardfhip  nor  dilgrace.  There 
was  a  quid  pro  quo  for  every  man ;  there 
was  a  ftation  provided  for  every  member 
of  a  community ;  and  if  there  were  not 

for 
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for  the  younger  folks,  the  brilliant  en¬ 
joyments  that  we  mifname  pleafure, 
thefe  were  not  for  their  parents  thofe 
multitudinous  anxieties  which  now  dif- 
trad:  almoft  all  in  that  relative  flot¬ 
ation. 

When  the  fons  and  daughters  of  the 
gentry  found  honorable  employments 
in  the  cafiies  of  the  nobility,  the  younger 
branches  of  a  family  were  without  diffi¬ 
culty  provided  for,  while  the  paternal 
eftate  was  tranfmitted,  with  little  dis¬ 
memberment,  to  the  eldefi  fon  ;  but  now 
that  no  man  will  be  any  man’s  fervantt 
and  every  Mifs  confiders  her  father’s  no¬ 
minal  purfe  as  a  paflport  and  introduc¬ 
tion  to  all  the  refinements  of  thofe  in  a 
higher  clafs,  it  is  moft  painfully  difficult 
to  find  occupations  for  young  men,  or  to 
fatisfy  the  thirfty  vanity  of  young  wo¬ 
men. — As  there  is  no  diftindion  in 
modes  of  education,  all  are  equally  fit 
for  every  thing,  all  afpiie  to  one  level  : 
there  is.  therefore  a  dreadful  defertion 
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in  the  middle  ranks  of  life,  and  as  un- 
pleafant  an  overplus  in  the  upper  ones. 

*  The  courtier’s  kibe’  is  no  longer  gall¬ 
ed  :  he  is  jujiled ,  and  woe  betide  him  if 
he  dare  refent  the  intrufion. 

Domeflic  fubordination  is  nearly  a$ 
obfolete  as  that  in  the  daffes  of  fociety. 
What  would  any  one  now  think  of  the 
portrait  drawn  by  Erafmus,  of  a  lad  of 
his  time,  who  waited  on  his  parents  at 
dinner,  and  then  fat  down  to  his  orvn  ?— 
I  do  not  wifh  a  reftoration  of  this  fpe- 
cies  of  fubjedlion;  but  I  heartily  diflike 
the  excefiive  licence  that  has  taken  its 
place.  If  we  afk,  who  are  the  perfons 
that  now  bear  moft  influence  in  the 
world  ?  it  may  be  fairly  aafwered,  Thofe 
under  twenty  years  of  age  :  the  pride,  the 
the  foolilh  emulation  of  parents  renders 
them  Haves  to  their  children,  and  leads, 
in  a  conftant  and  regular  gradation,  to  the 
ruin  of  both  parties. 

In  the  relation  of  mafter  and  fervant, 
the  fafhion  of  the  world  has  almoft  in¬ 
verted 
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verted  the  meaning  of  the  terms.  We 
are  all  now  fo  far  at  the  mercy  of  our 
domeftics,  that  we  forfeit  with  their  fa¬ 
vor  that  of  the  world.  Even  in  the 
middle  rank  of  perfons,  fuch  as  can  juft 
afford  to  maintain  others  for  the  necef- 
fary  offices  of  life,  eeconomy  muft  be 
given  up,  or  they  muft  fubmit  to  much 
obloquy. — The  nicety  of  a  kitchen-table 
muft  exceed  that  fought  for  in  the  parlor, 
or  murmurs,  reproach,  and  infult  follow: 
the  price  of  labor  in  the  faftrion  of  wa¬ 
ges  is  in  my  memory  almoft  doubled ; 
not  that  the  value  of  money  is  fo  much 
decreafed,  but  becaufe  ideas  are  afloat, 
and  neceffities  created,  which  a  few 
years  ago  were  not  in  exiftence. — Nor 
is  this  refinement  in  menial  manners  and 
wants,  confined  either  to  the  metropolis 
or  its  environs.  The  mountains  of 
Wales,  the  fells  of  Weftmoreland,  the 
highlands  of  Scotland,  all  experience  it  in 
a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  fo  that  the  pru¬ 
dent 


FEMALE  MIND,  &C.  I45 

dent  parfimony  of  our  grandfathers  and 
grandmothers,  when  the  one  took  Roger 
from  the  plough-tail  to  curry  a  horfe, 
and  the  other  brought  Alice  from  the 
butter-churn  to  brighten  the  knocker, 
is  now  no  example. 

I  fhall  be  thought,  my  dear  madam, 
not  only  by  you,  but  by  every  votary  of 
modern  liberty,  more  barbarous  than 
Goth  or  Vandal,  when  I  reprobate  the 
communication  of  our  enjoyments  to  the 
lower  orders  of  the  community;  but  in 
the  certainty  that  no  mifanthropic  acri¬ 
mony  influences  me,  I  fhall  find  a  refuge 
from  all  the  fhafts  of  cenfure.  I  would 
afk  thofe  who  pride  themfelves  on  their 
liberality,  or  careleffnefs  in  their  domcf- 
tic  arrangements,  whether  th«y  find  their 
fervants  either  morally  better,  more  con¬ 
tented,  or  in  any  one  effential  point  bene¬ 
fited  by  their  mailer’s  or  miftrefs’s  pro- 
fufion.  *  They  provide  better  for  them- 

*  felves  when  they  quit  us,’  is  the  tan- 

*  vol.  11.  H  fwer. 
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fvver.  ‘  They  marry,  engage  in  trade,  and 
*  often  make  a  figure.’  I  grant  it,  if 
glitter  is  fubfiantial  comfort;  but  in  my 
opinion,  the  old  fafhioned  way  in  which 
a  couple  of  married  fervants  took  a  farm 
and  brought  up  a  family,  was  far  prefer¬ 
able  to  the  prefent  mode  of  tricking  up 
a  fliop,  and  figuring- - in  the  Ga¬ 

zette  , 

I  remember  being  prefent,  a  few  years 
ago,  at  a  magnificent  public  fpe&acle, 
where  the  fight  of  the  royal  family  was 
one  incentive,  and  the  price  of  admif- 
fion  had  been  calculated ;  O  how  vain 
the  attempt !  to  render  the  afTembly  fe- 
led. — Not  experiencing  that  fafcination 
in  public  amufements,  which  enchains 
the  foul,  and  engrofles  the  faculties,  I  was 
at  leifure  to  obferve  on  the  various 
groups  around  me ;  and  my  attention  was 
particularly  claimed  by  one,  confifbing  of 
about  fifteen  or  twenty  females  of  a  An¬ 
gular  and  almoft  undefcribable  appear¬ 
ance. 


FEMALE  hind,  &c.  147 

ance.  Their  head  attire  was  as  uncouth 
as  folicitude  and  extravagance  could 
render  it. — Laft  year's  fans  fa  wed  the  air 
without  grace  or  effed  in  their  rigid 
lingers ;  the  reft  of  their  drefs  had  ac¬ 
quired  fomething  in  lieu  of  glofs ;  and 
their  whole  deportment,  though  varying, 
befpoke  the  extremity  of  aukwardnefs. 
In  fome  I  remarked  the  affedation  of 
eafe  and  falhionable  non-chalance ;  in 
others,  there  was  the  vulgar  vacancy  of 
open-mouthed  aftonilhment ;  but  to  do 
t-hemjuftice,  in  mod:  there  predominated 
that  downcaft  timidity  which  indicates 
unealinefsin  a  new  fituation.  On  enquiry, 
I  learnt  that  thefe  nymphs  were  the  at¬ 
tendant  fpirits  of  an  equal  number  of 
ladies  then  prefent,  who,  in  their  libe¬ 
rality  to  their  domeftics,  had  treated  them 
with  this  fpedacle.  I  could  not  but 
commend  even  the  fhadow  of  goodnefs ; 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  I  was  convinced 
that  this  oftenfible  kindnefs  had  made 
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feveral  of  the  group  at  the  moment  of 
enjoyment  feel  very  uncomfortable;  and 
when  I  reflected  on  vvhat  would  be  ne- 
celTary  to  divert  thofe  moft  gratified  of 
the  foreign  ideas  this  introduction  to 
fplendor  had  infufed  into  their  minds,  I 
was  fatisfied,  that  though  it  might  be 
philanthropy,  it  was  not  beneficence. 

There  is  an  apparently  trivial  circum- 
rtance  in  manners,  from  which  it  is 
thought  many  important  confequences 
have  flowed ;  this  is  the  waving  all 
diftincrtion  in  drefs.  It  is  an  alteration 
none  can  confidently  condemn  who  prefer 
eafe  to  parade ;  and  I  am  fure  no  one 
more  heartily  enjoys  it  than  I  do,  as  it 
really  promotes  cleanlinefs,  it  faves  fruit- 
lefs  trouble,  and  leaves  us  the  free  ufe  of 
our  joints,  without  concern  for  the  fafety 
of  our  garments.  But  certainly  thofe 
are  not  to  be  defpifed  as  abfurd  rea- 
foners,  who  fay,  that  from  this  relax¬ 
ation  has  followed  that  of  manners. — In 

pub- 


FEMALE  MIND,  &C.  1 49 

public,  it  produces  that  mixture  of  com¬ 
pany,  that  divides  the  attention  between 
the  fpedacle  and  ourfelves.  As  no  one 
is  now  externally  known,  many  are  un- 
juftly  fufpedled;  and  as  thofe  who  have 
rights  are  the  only  perfons  not  difpofed 
to  contend  for  them,  the  difeouragements 
to  encounter  the  ferocity  of  a  mixed  mul¬ 
titude  are  fuch,  as  make  abfolute  renun¬ 
ciation  of  pleafure  the  more  tolerable — 
But  this  mull  not  be  complained  of,  be- 
caufe  it  is  an  evil  of  equality.  It  is  to 
me  one  proofs  that  the  only  effett  of  an 
endeavor  to  adjuft  the  balance  in  fociety, 
would  be,  that  the  fcale  which  now  pre¬ 
ponderates  would  then  kick  the  beam. 
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LETTER  XVIII. 


T  Have  Highrly  hinted,  in  the  preceding 
letter,  that  the  independent  fpirit  of 
the  age  we  live  in,  augments  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  providing  for  the  younger 
branches  of  a  family — it  is  a  fubjedt 
worth  confidering;  and,  with  your  leave, 
my  dear  madam,  as  it  equally  affedts 
both  fexes,  we  will  paufeon  it. 

A  narrow  income,  and  a  large  family, 
are  antipathies  human  patience  and  for¬ 
titude  often  fail  in  endeavoring  to  recon¬ 
cile  ;  but  which  too  frequently  are  found 
together. — Suppofing  the  elder  fon  of  a 
gentleman  to  have  fo  much  antiquated 
moderation  as  not  to  ruin  his  father,  and 
beggar  the  family  by  the  extravagances 

of 


FEMALE  MIND,  &C.  I£l 

of  his  minority,  difficulties  enough  re¬ 
main  to  make  any  man  ferious.  The 
profeffions  are  all  overftocked,  by  the 
yeomanry  educating  their  Tons  at  the 
univerfity,  inftead  of  in  the  field,  and  on 
the  threfhing  floor  :  every  dependant 
fituation  we  allow  to  be  rejeded  :  what 
then  remains,  but  trade,  as  a  means  of 
fubfiftence  ?  Here  the  decreafed  value  of 
money  makes  it  neceflary,  that  a  parent 
fhould  apprentice  his  fon  with  a  fum, 
more  than  equal,  perhaps,  to  the  whole 
of  the  family  property:  the  mode  of  life 
amongft  thefe  nurflings  of  commerce 
cannot  be  fupported  at  a  trifling  expence; 
and  when  the  young  man  is  out  of  his 
apprenticefhip,  it  is  found,  that  in  almoft 
any  trade,  which  the  fon  of  a  gentleman 
would  embark  in,  a  capital  is  required 
that  would  enable  him  to  retire  from  it. 
Borrowed  money  fupplies  this  want  for 
the  prefent  :  his  fituation  foon  becomes 
critical ;  fometimes  it  fucceeds,  often  it 
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fails ;  and  the  fuite  of  events  I  do  not 
chufe  to  trace. 

There  is  one  confolation,  and  I  am 
fare  there  is  need  of  one  thoufand,  to 
counterbalance  the  agonifing  anxiety 
with  which  great  commercial  concerns 
are  now  attended;  and  this  is  that  failure 
is  not,  or  ought  to  be,  indifcriminately 
regarded  as  opprobrious.  The  traders 
of  this  country  now  form  a  chain  of 
fpeculatifts,  fo  linked  with  each  other, 
that  ruin  often  reaches  them  from  a  re¬ 
mote  quarter,  and  without  the  fmallell 
impeachment  of  their  integrity  :  yet 
Hill  it  is  a  ftigma,  and,  as  fuch,  ought 
to  be  carefully  avoided. 

Nor  are  the  difficulties  lefs,  or  the  en¬ 
couragements  greater,  in  rearing  a  nu¬ 
merous  family  of  the  other  fex,  without 
affluence  of  fortune.  Indeed,  the  poffi- 
bility  of  enabling  daughters  to  affift  in 
the  maintenance  of  a  family,  is  now  fo 
barred,  that  it  is  almoft  wholly  laid  afide, 

and 
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and  they  confequently  increafe  inftead 
of  diminiihing  the  burthen.  Brought 
up,  in  general,  far  above  their  ftations, 
feeking  fituations  they  were  never  de- 
ligned  for,  and  trufting  wholly  to  their 
attractions  for  a  fettlement  in  the  world, 
their  attention,  while  youth  and  hope 
fupport  their  fpirits,  is  beftowed  wholly 
on  their  perfons ;  and,  in  the  decline  of 
life,  they  take  their  place  in  that  moft 
pitiable  clafs  of  beings,  thofe  who  are 
only  admitted  and  borne  with,  out  of 
regard  to  connexions  no  longer  fub- 
fifting,  and  remembrance  of  what  they 
have  been. 

It  is  a  truth,  of  which  young  people 
will  never  be  convinced,  that  in  feeking 
immoderate  enjoyment,  they  wound  their 
own  interefts  :  this  disbelief  we  forgive 
to  them  on  the  plea  of  inexperience ; 
but  can  that  be  urged  by  their  parents, 
when  they  deny  what  is  no  lefs  eafy  to 
prove,  that  it  is  the  idle  notion  of  liberty, 
H  5  and 
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and  the  defire  of  independence,  notions- 
and  defires,  which  they  themfelves  pro¬ 
pagate  and  encourage,  to  which  they  are 
indebted  for  half  the  mifery  they  com¬ 
plain  of?  The  farmer’s  fon  mult  be  a 
parfon ;  the  liberal  profefilons  fend  en- 
figns  into  the  guards  ;  the  trader’s  dar¬ 
ling  mull  be  a  gentleman ;  and  milfes, 
of  all  defcriptions,  mull  be  ladies. — 
Would  not  the  plough,  the  defk,  or  the 
counter,  be  more  proper  to  the  fons  of 
thofe  who  have  raifed  their  fortunes  by 
them  ? 

There  is  another  caufe  of  diflrefs,  in 
the  provifion  for  a  family,  to  which  few 
advert:  the  country  is  depopulated  to 
enlarge  the  too  great  bulk  of  the  metro¬ 
polis  ;  thus  the  number  of  perfons  out  of 
employment  withusis  increafed,and  their 
chances  for  fuccefs  diminifhed.  But: 
even  this  arifes  from  no  other  fource 
than  a  defire  of  fhaking  off  the  rcftraints- 
©n  pleafure,  alias ,  a  modern  ^hankering 
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after  that  deftru&ive  liberty,  the  liberty 
of  being  ruined  our  own  way. 

This  fpirit  of  migrating  towards  the 
metropolis  is  owing,  I  imagine, in  a  great 
degree  to  its  diredl  contrary,  the  paffion 
for  rambling  from  it,  which  is  now  uni- 
verfally  felt,  and  almoft  as  univerfally 
indulged  by  every  individual  of  this  city 
and  its  environs.  The  fancied  falubrity, 
and  the  real  pleafure,  of  a  trip  to  the 
fea-coaft,  entice  thoufands,  every  fum- 
mer  and  autumn,  to  exchange  the  con¬ 
veniences  and  comforts  of  home,  for  the 
miferies  of  a  crowded  watering-place  : 
hamlets,  but  a  few  years  fince  fcarcely 
known  but  to  the  fea-fowl,  are  now 
explored  and  elevated  into  politenefs  : 
the  fifherman  bribed  to  lend  his  hut,  is 
repaid  in  his  circumftances  by  his  gains  ; 
but  never  in  his  peace,  if  his  fons  and 
daughters  are  allured  by  the  prodigality 
and  oftentation  of  his  tenants,  to  change 
the  private  innocence  of  their  obfcurity 
H  6  for 
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for  the  obtruding  danger  that  awaits  the 
novice  in  London. 

Simplicity  is  a  characfteriftic  that  will 
foon  be  loft  to  Great  Britain.  As  the 
rage  for  country  excurfions  increafes,  the 
country  becomes  morediffufively  known. 
I  tremble  for  the  cottagers  of  Weft- 
moreland,  now  that  every  jaunting  party 
find  it  indifpenfibly  necefiary  to  their 
politenefs  to  vifit  the  lakes.  Should  the 
weftern  ifles  of  Scotland  come  into 
fafhion,  1  know  not  where,  in  our  coun¬ 
try,  fimplicity  wilL  hide  her  head.  Her 
influence,  little  prized  while  enjoyed, 
will  be  little  mifled  when  withdrawn,  v 
but  ignorance  of  misfortune  is  an  imagi¬ 
nary  alleviation  of  it,  and  whoever 
knows  what  refinement  produces,  will, 
regret  the  abfence  of  its  opponent. 

A  fpirit  of  emulation  is  now  almofb 
univerfally  carefled  as  the  evidence  of  a 
vigorous  mind,  and  fuch  it  undoubtedly 
is*,  but  it  is* not  always  a  proof  of  a. 
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virtuous  mind.  As  it  ftands  oppofed  to 
turpitude  and  bafenefs  of  «all  denomina¬ 
tions,  it  is  laudable ;  but  when  it  arifes 
from  rcftlefs  difcontent,  it  is  but  a  liberal 
fpecies  of  envy  ;  and  fhould  therefore  be 
very  cautioufly  encouraged  in  young 
people.  Cultivated,  as  it  now  is,  by  the 
ftreet  proceflions  of  the  lowed:  fchools, 
and  the  various  exhibitions  of  the  higher, 
it  muft,  nine  times  in  ten,  increafe  a 
parent’s  cares,  by  elevating  the  ideas  of 
a  child  above  its  lituation. 

In  contemplating  the  refinements  of 
the  age,  I  cannot  but  afk.  myfelf,  what 
hope  there  is  of  the  next  ?  Young  gen¬ 
tlemen  have  long  fince  begun  to  fpurn 
thofe  occupations  which  carry  a  badge : 
whence  then  are  the  ufeful  trades  to  be 
fupplied  with  apprentices  ?  we  fhall  have 
abundance  of  filver-fmiths,  print-mer¬ 
chants,  and  linen-drapers  ;  but  where 
fhall  we  find  the  more  necdTary  callings  ? 
none  but  the  loweft  of  the  people  will 
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condefcend  to  bake  or  brew  for  us,  and 
natural  poverty  will  hinder  their  fuccefs, 
when  they  would  ceafe  to  be  fervants. 

It  is  curious  to  obferve  the  firiking 
contrail  formed  between  the  conduct  of 
a  fhop-keeperof  fifty  years’ Handing,  and 
his  young  gentleman  of  one-and-twenty. 
The  mafler  will  often  carry  a  cum- 
berfome  parcel  ;  the  man  can  convey 
nothing  that  may  not  be  fqueezed  into 
his  pocket :  the  mafler  rifes  from  his 
dinner  at  every  call ;  the  man  will  come 
when  he  is  more  at  leifure.  The  con¬ 
tagion  of  example  pervades  fir  ft  a  ftreet, 
then  a  neighbourhood,  and  then  the 
whole  town  :  the  young  candidates  for 
profeffions  will  accept  none  that  have 
not  the  privilege  of  eafe;  and  thus  they 
circumfcribe  their  own  and  their  parents* 

choice. 

A  hundred  flronger  arguments,  than 
any  my  imagination  fuggefts  to  me, 
might  be  adduced,  to  prove  that  this, 

and 
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and  many  other  evils,  originate  in  what 
we  do  not  conlider  as  an  evil,  a  fpirit  of 
difcontent.  Let  it  be  encouraged  a  little 
farther,  and  as  all  defedts  are  moll 
vilible  when  caricatured,  this  will  equally, 
by  its  abfurdity  and  its  mifchief,  teach 
us  to  teach  others  to  be  fatisfied. 
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LETTER  XIX. 


OF  all  fpecious  attempts,  that  at  re¬ 
formation  is  the  moft  fpecious ; 
and,  if  purfued  as  it  has  in  moft  inftan- 
ces  been,  it  is  the  moft  fallacious.  We, 
perhaps,  fee  an  error,  and  ferioufly  wifh 
to  correct  it ;  we  are  earneft  in  our  firft 
endeavours,  but,  difcouraged  by  impe¬ 
diments,  we  are  foon  wearied  ;  the  pro¬ 
ject  is  confidered  as  futile,  and  want  of 
perfeverance  renders  the  plan  really 
abortive:  of  this,  my  dear  madam,  you 
will  not  require  proof,  if  you  advert  to 
the  exertions  made  to  obtain  refpect  for 
the  Sabbath,  and  to  enforce  the  other 
falutary  purpofes  of  the  proclamation 
for  the  correction  of  manners. 

It 
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It  is  a  great  misfortune,  that  in  fuch 
laudable  endeavours,  thofe  who  take 
the  right  track  are  foon  difheartened — 
thofe  who  could  effeCt  more,  begin  their 
work  at  the  wrong  end,  and  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  community  form,  fome  by 
their  indifference  to  all  things  ferious, 
and  others  by  their  hatred  to  all  mora¬ 
lity,  an  oppofitionjx)  both  thefe  daffies. 

Nothing  is  eafier  than  to  form  an  ideal 
fyftem  of  refumed  virtue — nothing  is 
more  difficult  than  to  carry  it  into  prac¬ 
tice.  Luxury  bears  about  her  fo  many 
radiant  attractions,  that  all  feel  her  influ¬ 
ence,  and  would  unwillingly  retreat 
from  it  to  the  inconveniences  of  primi¬ 
tive  fimplicity.  Voluntary  felf-denial  is 
an  obfolete  virtue;  and  he  mult  be  righ¬ 
teous  for  righteoufnefs’  fake,  who  could 
fo  brave  the  world  as  to  attempt  its  re¬ 
novation  ;  yet,  to  attempt  a  reform  on 
any  other  principle,  or  by  any  other 
means,  would  be  to  ftand  a  candidate  for 
difappointment. 
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It  is  not  the  adj lifting  the  number  of 
members  of  either  houfe— it  is  not  the 
abolition  of  the  Have  trade,  or  the  railing 
the  lower  clergy  to  the  rank  that  will 
enable  them  to  employ  an  additional  fet 
of  beings,  as  wretched  as  they  have 
been  j  it  is  not  the  vigilant  apprehenfioft 
of  criminals,  nor  is  it  all  thefe  together, 
that  can  conftitute  a  reformation  in  this 
country.  A  much  more  Ample,  but 
equally  arduous  courfe,  is  prefcribed  to 
us  by  common  fenfe  :  let  all  thofe,  who 
ferve  as  examples  to  others,  be  careful 
what  example  they  fet  them— and  let 
none  betray  the  interefts  of  the  commu¬ 
nity,  to  indulge  their  own  oftentation,  or 
buy  a  character. 

If  our  nobility  would,  in  the  ftrft  place, 
confult  the  decalogue  and  the  comrnenton 
it,  contained  in  the  New  Teftament,  and 
frame  their  condudt  by  them,  they  would  _ 
then  be  fit  reformers  in  their  own  fami¬ 
lies,  and  in  the  circle  of  their  influence. 

If 
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If  they  permitted  no  breach  of  the  laws 
of  God  or  man,  if  they  difcouraged,  by 
their  own  practice,  all  that  delicacy 
which  ferves  but  to  enervate  ;  and  if  they 
entered  into  a  combination  which  afford¬ 
ed  no  harbor  with  them  for  idlenefs  or 
profligacy,  their  own  morals  would  be 
improved,  and  the  higher  clafs  of  fervants 
would  foon  be  reformed  ;  a  reformation 
none  can  think  unneceflary,  who  recoi¬ 
led  how  numerous  and  how  infolent 
this  order  of  gentry  is  at  prefent. 

The  middle  rank  of  fociety  are  thought 
by  fpeculatifts  the  beft-conditioned.  I 
fear  it  is  equally  true,  that  it  is  they  who 
fpread  the  corruption  of  manners  the 
mod:  diffufively.  The^  centre  is  the 
commanding  fituation,  and  thofe  who 
are  placed  in  it  uniting  too  frequently 
the  high  and  low  follies,  are  the  moft 
dangerous  members  of  a  community  with 
refped  to  example.  Thefe  muff  lay  afide 
their  emulation,  their  defire  to  ape  the 
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great,  as  well  as  to  indulge  with  the  lit¬ 
tle  ;  or,  however  laudable  their  willies 
and  intentions,  they  muft  do  mifchief 
in  a  greater  degree  than  thofe  who  have 
more  power;  for  the  commonalty  would 
be  inftantly  deterred,  if  excited  to  imi¬ 
tate  the  fuperior  orders ;  but  the  diftinc— 
tion  between  a  fhop-keeper  and  a  mer¬ 
chant  is  now  fo  nice,  that  the  extrava¬ 
gances  of  Portia nd-place  are  eafi ly 
tranfplanted  into  Cheapfide  or  the  Mi- 
nories. 

To  expecfl  reformation  to  begin  with 
the  vulgar,  is  to  wait  for  what  never  can 
happen.  While  the  grofter  appetites 
are  to  be  indulged,  the  ignorant  will  ne¬ 
ver  negledt  them  to  form  theories  and 
fyftems. — Good  mull;  be  ftruck  out  from 
virtue ;  it  muft  be  fuch  good  as  the  mul¬ 
titude  will  embrace,  or  we  may  preach 
ourfelves  hoarfe,  and  write  ourfelves 
blind,  to  no  purpofe.  If  all  who  could 
purchafe  the  alTiftance  of  their  fellow- 
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creatures  would  make  their  eledion  only 
of  fuch  as  merited  encouragement,  there 
would  foon  be  an  end  of  idlenefs  and 
profligacy  amongft  the  laboring  poor : 
but  now,  when  the  profane  and  the 
drunken,  the  indolent  and  the  brutal, 
are  equally  employed— it  is  fcarcely 
worth  any  man’s  trouble  to  be  a  Chrif- 
tian. 

The  affociations  lately  formed  in  de¬ 
fence  of  our  perfons  and  property, 
againft  republicans  and  plunderers,  and 
which  I  cannot  exped  you,  my  dear 
madam,  to  commend,  have  proved  that 
this  kind  of  feledion  might  be  made. 
Many  cities  and  corporations  have  re- 
folved  not  to  employ  perfons  difaffeded 
to  the  government.  Would  it  not  be  as 
eafy  and  as  pradicable  to  profcribe  all 
perfons  difaffeded  to  the  interefts  of 
morality  ?  It  is  not  neceffary  to  fcruti- 
nize  into  the  interior  of  every  man’s 
houfe,  to  know  how  far  he  does  his 

duty: 


LETTERS  ON  THE 


i€S 

duty :  let  us  but  refolve  not  to  encou¬ 
rage  thofe  who  appear  to  defert  it,  and 
we  fhould  then  effeQ:  a  glorious  revolution 
indeed. 

That  fome  meafure  like  this  is  loudly 
Called  for,  the  increafing  licentioufnefs 
of  the  plebeian  daffes  demonftrates.  I 
cannot  afk  you,  my  dear  madam,  to  ob- 
ferve  with  me  the  change  which  has 
taken  place  within  thefe  few  years  in  our 
fireets  ;  but  I  feel  it  impofiible,  with  any 
degree  of  comfort,or  even  fecurity,  to  walk 
in  London,  unprotected  by  a  gentleman. 
The  levelling  principle  has  rendered  all 
perfons,  making  an  appearance  at  all 
above  the  common  rank,  obnoxious  to 
the  raoft  galling  abufe,  and  often  to  per- 
fonal  infult.  Thofe  who,  from  necef- 
fity  or  habit,  have  learnt  to  make  their 
way  intrepidly,  may  brave  it,  and  muft 
do  it,  or  flay  at  home  ;  but  as  health  is 
my  only  motive  for  ufing  pedeltrian 
exercife,  I  have  found  it  fo  irkfome 

lately. 
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lately,  that Heave  the  pave  to  the  de¬ 
mocrats. 

It  is,  I  hope,  no  uncharitable  fenti- 
timent,  to  wifh  the  working  part  of  the 
community  knew  juft  enough  of  indi¬ 
gence  to  teach  them  induftry.  If  this 
cannot  be  effected,  we  lhali,  in  a  fhort 
time,  find  that  very  few  days  of  the 
week  are  not  days  of  reft.  The  price  of 
labor  is  complained  of  as  inadequate  to 
that  of  provifion ;  but  it  fhould  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  there  are  many  trades, 
of  w'hich  thejourneymen  will  work  only 
for  fuch  a  fpace  of  the  week  as  fhall 
afford  them  a  maintenance.  How  are 
thefe  people  employed  in  the  intervals, 
is  a  queftion  worth  inveftigating. 

The  manner  in  which  the  infant  poor 
are  brought  up  and  educated,  is,  furely, 
an  objedt  of  national  concern,  and  very 
imperfedtly  provided  for  by  thofe  femi- 
naries  called  chari ty-fchools,  which  are 
too  often  left  to  the  management  of  fuch 
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as  are  not  competent  to  adjuft  their  re¬ 
gulations,  or  who  have  too  great  an  in- 
tereft  in  the  various  articles  of  their  con- 
fumption,  to  think  of  any  thing  elfe. 
The  only  proof  the  public  have,  or  alk 
for,  that  their  donations  are  well  bellow¬ 
ed,  is  the  bawling  of  the  refponfes,  or 
the  fcreaming  hallelujahs,  once  in  feven 
days :  but  let  any  one  obferve  charity 
children,  who,  between  the  fchool  hours, 
are  returned  to  their  home  ;  let  their  be¬ 
haviour  in  the  ftreets  be  watched,  and 
particularly  their  ingenious  modes  of 
execration  lillened  to  (if  any  body  can 
liften  to  them),  and  no  farther  hint  of 
the  necellity  of  reformation  in  this  de¬ 
partment  of  public  tuition  will  be  ne- 
ceflary.  Would  not  the  infpedtion  of 
thofe  for  whole  fervice  thefe  young 
creatures  are  defigned,  have  fome  good 
effect  on  fuch  inftitutions?  Could  a 
neighbourhood  of  ladies  be  better  em¬ 
ployed  than  in  alternately  viliting  thefe 
miferies  of  virtue  or  of  vice  ? 


I  enter- 
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I  entertain  the  molt  fanguine  hopes  of 
the  good  to  be  produced  by  that  noble 
public  work  projected  by  the  Philan¬ 
thropic  Society.  It  is  ftriking  at  the 
root  of  evil,  to  take  away  temptation  to 
it  with  one  hand,  and  to  hold  out  encou¬ 
ragement  to  good  w'ith  the  other.  To 
fave  the  young  is  charity,  Itill  more 
efficacious  than  to  fuccour  the  aged : — 
the  latter  are  in  a  great  meafure  provided 
for  by  a  variety  of  munificence.  If  they 
have  peace,  and  food,  and  raiment,  their 
earthly  needs  are  nearly  fupplied ;  but 
thefe  bleffings,  great  as  they  are,  mult 
be  confefled  very  inadequate  to  the 
wants  of  youth.  The  adtive  principle 
of  the  mind  mult  be  found  in  employ¬ 
ment  ;  the  attention  mult  have  an  ob¬ 
ject,  or  mifery  awaits  us,  whether  we 
are  born  to  poverty  or  affluence.  This 
bleffing  of  a  purfuit  and  occupation  is 
the  principal  characteriltic  of  this  inlti- 
tution.  Otheis  profefs  it,  and  pradtife 
-  vol.  11.  I  it 
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it  in  a  very  commendable  degree;  but 
the  fcale  on  which  the  Philanthropic 
Society  fet  out,  tends  to  form  more  ac¬ 
tive  citizens  than  any  other.  I  fincerely 
wifh  they  may  meet  every  pecuniary  en¬ 
couragement  ;  and  then  my  only  anxiety 
will  be,  left  their  zeal  Ihould  relax,  or  a 
change  in  their  adminiftration  fhould 
make  an  alteration  in  their  oeconomics. 

While  I  am  on  the  fubjedt  of  public 
education,  give  me  leave,  my  dear  ma¬ 
dam,  to  fay  a  few  words  refpedting  an 
inftitution  now  much  patronifed  ;  I  mean 
the  Afylum  for  female  orphans.  It  is  a 
moft  benevolent  charity,  and  I  doubt  not 
has  faved  many  of  our  fex  from  deftruc- 
tion ;  but  there  are  in  the  mode  of  con¬ 
ducing  it  fome  errors  that  I  heartily  wifti 
to  fee  corredted.  Too  much  of  the  real 
intereft  of  the  children  is  facrificed  to 
obtaining  the  means  of  their  mainte¬ 
nance.  Their  chapel  is  fo  much  a  fcene 
of  exhibition,  that  it  almoft  ceafes  to  be 

a  place 
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a  place  of  devotion.  The  cuftom  of  ex- 
pofing  the  girls  to  the  broad  flare  of  all 
the  congregation,  without  the  protection 
of  a  hat,  may  increafe  the  collection ; 
but  1  am  certain  it  gives  a  degree  of 
confidence,  that  a  female  ought,  in  the 
early  part  of  life,  to  be  a  ftranger  to. 
The  dependance  on  the  vocal  powers  of 
thefe  children,  is  an  evil  of  the  fame 
kind.  Why  was  Ranelagh  or  Vauxhall 
thought  on  when  the  gallery  was  fitted 
up,  and  a  diflinClion  allotted  to  the 
principal  performers,  that  muff  put 
every  auditor  in  mind  of  that  which  has 
no  relation  to  the  place,  or  to  any  thing 
ferious  ? 

It  is  in  places  fuch  as  thefe,  it  is  in 
work-lhops,  in  families,  in  our  own 
houfes,  our  own  heads,  and  our  own 
hearts,  that  we  fhould  endeavour  to 
produce  a  revolution.  The  government 
would  want  little  reformation,  if  that  of 
public  manners  could  be  efFe&ed :  till  it 
1 2  iSf 
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is,  we  muft  be  patient  under  evil,  and 
zealous  for  whatever  is  good ;  but  do 
not  let  us  add  to  our  abfurdities  and 
follies,  that  of  fancying,  that  to  promote 
difcord  is  to  infure  happinefs. 
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WITH  this  letter,  my  dear  madam, 
I  will  dole  my  appeals  to  your 
patience.  If  it  is  not  exhauded,give  me 
leave  to  expatiate  a  little  on  the  criiis  at 
which  I  conclude. 

That  the  avenging  hand  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty  is  ftretched  out  mod  awfully 
over  a  great  part  of  the  terraqueous 
globe,  is  a  truth,  I  believe,  better  founded 
than  in  gloomy  fuperftition  or  fanatical 
prejudice.  That  collectively  and  indi¬ 
vidually  we  have  merited  its  chadife- 
ment,  few  will  be  confident  enough  to 
deny.  Whether  we,  as  a  nation,  are  def¬ 
ined  to  feel  it,  is  a  fecret  repofed  in  the 
bread  of  Omnifcience. 

May  I  be  permitted,  without  danger  of 
prefumption,  to  conjecture  that  the  de- 

I  3  droying 
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flroying  angel  has  been  flayed  to  give  us 
a  paufe  for  a  repentance,  and  to  ftrength  - 
en  our  purpofes  of  amendment? — To 
adopt  the  idea,  if  a  proper  ufe  be  made 
of  it,  can  do  us  no  harm. 

Without  looking  with  a  jealous  eye  on 
the  bounty  of  Providence,  I  cannot  but 
tremble  at  the  idea  of  exceflive  profpe- 
rity.  With  refpedt  to  myfelf  I  have 
ever  found  it  momentous  ;  the  fentiment 
of  perfedl  happinefs  has  with  me  con- 
ftantly  been  the  harbinger  of  fomething 
at  leail  unpleafant;  and  it  was  but  a  very 
few  weeks  after  1  had  once  boalled  that 
I  had  not  a  with  ungratified,  that  my 
nervous  fyflem  fuddenly  gave  way,  and 
I  was  made  to  feel  my  immediate  de- 
pendance  on  the  will  of  Heaven.  Such 
tranquillity  has  this  country  for  fome 
years  enjoyed,  and  fuch  complacency 
has  it  expreffed  :  perhaps  we  both  were 
negligent  in  paying  our  tribute  of  grati¬ 
tude  to  our  benefactor. 


I  have 
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I  have  before  afferted  it,  and  every 
day’s  experience  does  but  the  more  con¬ 
firm  me  in  my  opinion,  that,  however 
we  may  dread  hardlhip  before  it  arrives, 
or  however  we  may  complain  of  diftrefs 
when  ourfelves  are  involved  in  it,  a  cer¬ 
tain  portion  of  mental  uneafinefs  muft 
hang  about  our  hearts,  to  keep  our  heads 
quiet.  It  is  in  all  things,  in  pain  of 
body  and  inquietude  of  mind,  in  natural 
and  moral  evil,  the  major  only  that  fixes 
our  attention  ;  we  are  infenfible  to  hun¬ 
ger  when  benumbed  with  cold,  in  ex- 
ceffive  forrow  we  are  ignorant  of  perfonal 
fuffering,  and  if  thofe  beloved  by  us 
claim  our  fympathy,  we  are  fcarcely  con- 
feious  of  any  thing  refpeding  ourfelves. 
It  is  exadly  fo  with  regard  to  public  af¬ 
fairs.  When  I  firft  knew  what  was 
meant  by  politics  and  government,  the 
American  war  was  the  univerfal  topic  of 
difeourfe  ;  the  difguft  it  occafioned  con¬ 
centred  all  political  feeling  and  paflion, 
and  as  our  fituation  drew  nearer  to  a 
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crifis,  there  was  enough  to  occupy  men’s 
minds,  without  feigning  calamity  or  pro¬ 
jecting  revolutions.  The  war  was  con¬ 
cluded;  we  foon  recovered  breath  after  our 
conteft,  and  the  government,  finding 
their  conduct  kept  oppolition  within  due 
bounds,  and  that  there  were  few  foreign 
calls  on  their  attention,  employed  their 
time,  O  how  vainly  !  in  the  futile  en¬ 
deavour  to  make  us  eafy  and  happy  at 
home.  Commerce  was  feen  to  flourifh 
to  a  height  never  before  witnefled :  po¬ 
pulation  increafed,  the  neceffities  of  go¬ 
vernment  diminifhed,  and  the  public 
burthens  were  lightening  ;  when  on  a 
fudden,  while  we  were  repining  at  the 
want  of  fomething  to  murmur  at,  the 
demon  of  revolution  ftalked  forth  among 
us,  and  having  feen  the  ruin  of  the 
FrenchMonarchy,  without  one  advantage 
refulting  from  the  fupprefiion  of  the 
kingly  power,  we,  who  have  neither  their 
grievances  to  complain  of,  nor  their  ge¬ 
nius  to  .plead  in  cxcufe,  mu  ft  imitate 
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what  ought  to  have  deterred  us,  and  have 
revolutions,  reformations,  and  mafTacres 
of  our  own. 

How  undeferving  do  wre  {hew  our- 
felves  of  the  uncommon  felicity  we  enjoy 
in  this  happy  country,  where  nature 
offers  us  every  thing  that  can  delight,  and 
art  and  induhry  whatever  can  chear  life, 
if,  inhead  of  being  fenfible  of  thefe  inef- 
timable  privileges,  we  murmur,  becaufe 
the  courfe  of  the  world  is  not  changed 
to  fuit  our  perfonal  convenience  or  ca¬ 
price  !  How  ignorant  do  we  evince  our- 
felves  of  the  conditions  on  which  we 
were  fent  into  this  world,  if  we  defire 
that  every  trial  of  our  patience  and  forti¬ 
tude  fhould  be  removed !; 

The  popular  cry  is  for  the  relief  of 
the  lower  orders  of  fociety  but  I  would 
only  afk  this  fair  quehion,  who  is  it  that 
feels  molt  the  errors  of  government? 

I  deny  that  it  is  the  poor,  it  is  the  mid¬ 
dle  rank  of  life  it  is  thofe  who  cannot, 
from  their  fituations,  live  without  the  aid 
I  5  of 
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of  the  fubordinate  clafies,  and  who  are 
made  feverely  to  feel  the  licentioufnefs  of 
the  poor  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  the  falfe 
notions  of  the  world  oblige  them  to  give 
up  nearly  all  the  comforts  of  their  flate 
of  mediocrity. 

I  have  granted,  that  there  is  even  in  this 
country  abundant  room  for  reformation; 
but  W’hether  the  degradation  of  monarchy, 
or  theeredling  the  ftandard  of  confufion, 
would  in  the  lead  promote  fo  delirable 
an  end,  is  a  queftion  none  but  a  French 
democrat  would  think  worth  an  anfwer. 
I  trull  in  the  providence  of  Heaven,  that 
we  fhall  be  retrained  from  making  the 
infane  experiment  ourfelves,  or  permit¬ 
ting  it  to  be  made  for  'us,  by  a  fet  of 
people  who  can  have  no  other  motive 
than  envy  and  fear  for  their  officious  in¬ 
terference. 

I  fhall  never  ceafe  wondering  at  the 
delufion  of  the  world,  while  I  fee  thofe 
arguments  ufed  with  any  fuccefs,  which 
havefo  often  been  proved  by  their  con¬ 
fluences 
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fequences  fallacious.  1  believe  it  is 
decreed  by  Heaven,  that  worldly  expe¬ 
rience  fhall  be  of  no  efficient  avail  in  our 
worldly  conduit.  Young  people  are 
ruined  now  by  thofe  arts  that  enfnared 
their  grandfathers ;  vice  is  propagated 
by  the  fophiflry  that  hundreds  on  the 
gallows  have  expofed ;  we  chufe  to  be 
cheated  though  warned  of  it  at  the  mo¬ 
ment,  and  though  our  Gallic  neighbours 
are  now,  by  their  fufferings,  condemning 
their  own  folly,  we  are  advocates  and 
candidates  for  a  fhare  in  their  misfor¬ 
tunes. 

There  will  be  in  this,  and  all  other, 
countries,  a  clafs  of  defperatemen,  whom 
their  own  profligacy  has  ruined,  and  who 
muft  therefore  build  all  their  hopes  on 
the  plunder  of  the  nation.  How  to  dif- 
tinguifh  fuch  patriots  from  thieves  at  a 
Are,  requires  more  accurate  powers  than 
I  poffefs  :  but  are  fuch  men  to  be  our 
rulers? — Am  I,becaufea  mifcreant  who 
I  6  has 
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has  neither  intereft  nor  credit  in  the 
world,  whofe  condutft  excludes  him  from- 
all  reputable  fociety,  and  whofe  crimes 
render  him  furious— becaufe  fuch  a  man 
tells  me  we  are  ftaves,  am  I  to  give  up 
all  I  hold  dear  in  the  world  to  obtain 
that  licentious  freedom  which  w'ould 
lead  me  to  perdition? — And  how  would 
the  w'retch  look  on  me  when  I  had  been 
fo  duped  ? — wdth  the  contempt  and  exe¬ 
cration  I  deferved. 

I  fincerely  wifh,  my  dear  madam,  that 
your  added  obfervation  may  have  effec¬ 
ted  a  revolution  in  your  revolution  prin¬ 
ciples.  I  flatter  myfelf  you  mu  ft  now 
have  feen  enough  of  Paris’  furor  to  fhock 
your  delicacy  and  wound  your  feelings, 
and  that  a  little  fubfequent  refletftion  will 
convince  you  that  the  toleration  of  fome 
evils  is  preferable  to  violent  and  uncer¬ 
tain  modes  of  correfting  them. 

Thank  Heaven  the  native  fpirit  of  our 
country  has  warded  the  blow  recently 

aimed 
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aimed  at  the  vitals  of  our  peace,  and  I 
doubt  not  the  energy,  by  which  we  were 
faved,  will  be  fucceeded  in  the  minds  of 
all  temperate  perfons,  by  that  cool  cau¬ 
tion  which  will  render  abortive  all  future 
attempts  againfl  us.  The  heroes  that  were 
to  have  given  liberty  and  happinefs  to 
this  iflandby  the  murder  of  one  half  of  its 
inhabitants,  and  the  fubjugation  of  the 
other,  are  now  haftening  to  prove,  by 
their  flight,  what  was  their  defign.  If 
they  had  no  inimical  purpofe ;  if  their 
caufe  was  as  good  as  they  would  have  us 
believe  ;  if  their  zeal  was  as  great  as  the 
genius  of  liberty  demands;  if  they  came 
hither  only  becaufe  here  alone  they  could 
find  refuge,  why  will  they  not  longer 
indulge  us  with  their  fociety  ?  Why  are 
they  in  fuch  hafle  ? — Why  was  it  re¬ 
marked  that  four  hundred  departed  in 
one  day,  when  they  found  the  A  her;  Bill 
could  not  be  impeded  by  the  vocifera¬ 
tions  of  the  better  fort  of  Gallo-anglicans, 
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or  by  their  pious  endeavors  to  inflame 
the  minds  of  the  multitude  ? — Surely  the 
prefence  or  the  vivacious,  polite,  agree¬ 
able,  fans  fouci  Frenchmen,  might  have 
helped  our  phlegmatic  ip  r its  through  a 
winter  which  promifes  little  or  the  hila¬ 
rity  of  chearful  weather. 

Peace  to  them,  and  to  all  the  wretched 
nations  towards  which  fuch  turbulent 
beings  turn  their  foftermg  cares  I  I 
hope  what  we  have  effected  here,  will 
prove  a  fecurky  to  all  they  mail  curfe 
with  their  iafidious  friendlhip,  and  t’nat 
it  will  pleafe  Heaven  to  fpare  thofe  who 
have  piety  enough  to  detefi  a  fet  of 
wretches,  whofe  firfi:  principle  is  hofti- 
lity  with  providence. 

If  that  change,  my  dear  madam,  has 
taken  place  in  your  mind,  which  I  flatter 
myfelf  with  fancying,  it  will  now  be  a 
coniolation  to  you  that  you  have  done  no 
harm,  and  cannot  now  do  any  ;  but  ftili 
I  cannot  but  exped  fome  atonement 

from 
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from  you.  A  candid  renunciation  of 
your  political  principles,  a  confeffion  that 
you  did  not,  when  you  efpoufed  the  caufe 
of  France,  fee  to  what  their  madnefs 
tended,  will  raife  you  higher  in  the 
eftimation  of  the  wrorld  than  even  all 
your  literary  productions ;  and  to  this 
generous  conduct  1  hope  you  will  be  in¬ 
duced,  becaufe  I  can  afiure  you,  that  you 
will  find  in  London  luch  a  degree  of 
caution,  that  many  of  your  former  con¬ 
nexions  will  be  flay  of  entering  with  you 
on  your  favorite  topic — French  Liberty. 

And  here,  my  dear  Mils  Williams,  I 
bid  you  farewrell.  It  remains  only  for 
me  to  fay  to  the  wmrld,  that  in  thefe 
pages,  written  as  my  precarious  health 
and  uncertain  leifure  permitted,  without 
the  fmallefi:  wifli  for  any  of  the  ufual 
gratifications  of  author flrip,  I  fpeak  my 
genuine  fentiments,  founded  on  diligent 
obfervation  and  common  fenfe,  and  that 
I  have  no  other  aim  in  making  them 

pub- 
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public,  than  that  of  promoting  the  peace 
of  my  country,  and  rendering  the  intel¬ 
lectual  powers  of  my  countrywomen 
more  ufeful,  and  their  tempers  more 
amiable. 
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WH!LE  the  foregoing  opinions  and 
ftriCtures  have  been  printing, 
almoft  every  day  has  exhibited  a  new  face 
of  public  affairs  ;  and  almoft  every  hour 
has,  by  its  unexpected  productions,  con¬ 
vinced  me  dill  more  forcibly  of  the 
truth  I  fet  out  with  afferting,  that  we 
women  are,  by  our  modes  of  education, 
and  (till  more  by  our  limited  intellectual 
powers,  precluded  from  a  (hare  in  poli¬ 
tical  queftions.  But  left  fome,  in  whom 
the  prefent  fadiion  of  the  world  has  ex¬ 
cited  a  fpirit  of  emulation,  and  a  wifh 
to  attempt  every  thing,  fhould  feel  hurt 
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at  this  abridgment  of  their  courfe,  let 
me  beg  them  (for  you,  my  dear  Mifs 
Williams,  I  cannot  fuppofe  fo  entire  a 
convert  as  to  attend  to  me  in  this  parti¬ 
cular)  to  look  carefully  round  them, 
and  obferve  how  much  real  caufe  there  is 
for  our  patient  acquiefcence  in  natural 
neceffity  ;  and  how  much  gratitude  we 
owe  to  Him  who  formed  us,  if  not  to 
foar  in  the  higher  regions  of  the  celeftial 
concave,  yet  to  wing  our  way  fmoothly, 
gliding  in  an  orbit  of  innocence  and  of 
fecurity. 

The  moft  fceptical  cannot  furely  deny, 
that,  however  elevation  may  be  coveted 
by  the  ignorant,  it  is  to  be  dreaded  by 
the  wife.  He,  who  has  fmall  powers, 
mult  be  content  with  fmall  praife  ;  but 
the  contrary  does  not  univerfally  hold 
good.  Neither  our  own  virtue,  nor  our 
own  reputation,  is  always  increafed  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  extent  of  our  capacity  :  it 
far  more  commonly  happens,  that  the 

extenfion 
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extenfion  of  our  influence  renders  it  per¬ 
nicious  ;  and  it  almoft,  without  excep¬ 
tion,  diminifhes  the  good  opinion  of  the 
world  towards  us. — Naturally  jealous, 
mankind  look  on  each  other  with  a  de¬ 
gree  of  malignity  proportioned  to  the 
diftance  any  one  has  out-gone  his  com¬ 
petitors  :  every  ftep  of  the  foremoft  is 
watched ;  every  impediment  is  obtruded ; 
every  flip  is  remarked,  and  prognofti- 
cated  to  be  fatal.  The  fpirit  of  a  man 
contending  for  the  rewards  of  a  manly 
mind,  for  power,  for  wealth,  for  the 
promotion  of  thofe  interefes  dearefl:  to 
him,  may  and  muft  fuftain  all  thefe  dis¬ 
couragements  ;  but  the  fpirit  of  a  wo¬ 
man,  fupported  by  vivacious  impulfe, 
more  than  by  fteady  vigour,  could  ill 
brook  the  conflict ;  and  frill  lefs  will  the 
incentive  to  engage  in  it  appear,  if  the 
benefits  of  the  attainment  be  duly 
weighed. 

In  the  whole  courfe  of  my  obferva- 
tion,  I  never  could  perceive  any  pri¬ 
vilege 
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vilege  at  all  definable,  annexed  to  the 
fituations  molt  afpired  after  by  the 
•world.  I  am  fure  great  wealth  renders 
no  man  richer  than  an  eafy  competency. 
We  cannot  fpend  immeafurablyon  our- 
felves  :  nature  there  has  bounded  us  by 
fixing  the  dimenfions  of  our  perfons,  the 
extent  of  our  real  wants,  and  our  percep¬ 
tion  of  real  necefiities.  All  beyond 
what  is  needful  is  fuperfluous  ;  and  un- 
lefs  difpofed  of  to  purchafe  the  pleafures 
of  benevolence,  I  muff  fay  is  trouble- 
fome. — I  have  an  income  no  greater 
than  is  juft  fufficient,  with  oeconomy,  to 
furnifti  me  with  the  comforts  of  life ;  but 
I  do  not  perceive  that  fuch  of  my  friends 
as  have  ten  times  more,  are  at  all  richer. 
They  too  muft  fet  fome  bounds  to  their 
expenditure,  or  they,  like  me,  might 
exceed  their  pecuniary  ability;  fo  that 
the  reftriction  on  us  is  equal.  The  only 
difference  is,  that  we  act  on  a  fcale  of 
different  dimenfions.  The  fuperfluity 
of  their  wealth  occafions  them  abundance 
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of  trivial  employment,  it  perhaps  pur- 
chafes  them  home  cafual  pleafures  ;  but 
oftener  it  brings  vexation  and  difficulty; 
it  fubjeds  them  to  impofition  and  ingra¬ 
titude  ;  it  ruffles  their  tempers,  and  di- 
fturbs  their  peace.  I  cannot  therefore 
fee  any  reafon  for  envying  them  their 
riches. 

But  there  is  fomething  foothing  to  the 
focial  principle,  fomething  plaufible  and 
captivating  in  the  idea  of  poffeffing  that 
power,  which  fhall  enable  us  to  admi- 
nifter  to  the  wants  of  our  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  ;  and  as,  with  a  difpolition  to  make 
fo  good  an  ufe  of  them,  little  pofitive 
harm  can  enfue  to  us,  we  may  perhaps, 
in  the  frailty  of  our  nature,  be  pardoned, 
when  we  repine  at  a  purfe  toofcanty  for 
the  neceffities  of  the  diftreifed ;  but  with 
refped  to  the  power  which  refults  from 
an  elevated  lituation,  the  good  of  it  is 
overbalanced  by  fo  much  evil ;  there  is 
fo  little  to  be  effeded,  and  fo  much  to 

be 
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be  dreaded,  that  the  wilhfor  it,  however 
innocent,  muft  be  condemned  for  its 
folly.  We  are  certainly  not  only  per¬ 
mitted,  but  urged,  by  the  inftindt  im¬ 
planted  in  us,  to  regard  our  own  perfonal 
interefts  in  the  firft  place.  I  do  not 
mean  thofe  interefts  which  the  w7orld 
confiders  as  the  moft  important.  I  mean 
our  higheft  and  beft  interefts,  our  inte¬ 
grity  here,  and  our  well-being  hereafter. 
Now  no  man,  as  far  as  I  can  obferve,  is 
obliged,  by  any  law  of  confcience  or 
morality,  to  endanger  either  the  one  or 
the  other  -y  and  that  both  are  endangered 
by  fuperiority  of  fttuation,  is  a  point 
cafily  proved. 

The  wider  our  path,  the  more  difficult 
is  it  to  walk  in  a  right  line.  If  we  are 
not  tempted  to  quit  it,  we  may  not  have 
difcernment  enough  to  difcover  it,  or 
perfeverance  to  continue  in  it.  In  the 
exercife  of  power  of  all  kinds,  the  fame 
difficulty  occurs  ;  and  he  who  trulls 
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folely,  either  to  his  own  intention,  or  his 
own  judgment,  will  not  fail  to  err.  To 
have  the  power  of  life  and  death  over 
our  fellow-creatures,  is  a  privilege  that 
makes  one  fhudder;  to  decide  on  their 
property  is  no  pleafant  office  ;  but  to 
conduct  their  interefts,  complex,  jarring, 
and  often  diametrically  oppofite ;  to 
afeertain  how  much  of  individual  evil  is 
requifite  for  the  general  good ;  to  ward 
off  the  attacks  of  other  communities, 
and  to  feize  every  advantage  offered  by 
accident  or  circumftances  ;  to  effedt  all 
this  with  an  unreproaching  confcience, 
and  to  convince  thofe,  for  whofe  fake 
even  the  comforts  of  exiftence  are  for¬ 
feited,  that  the  perfon  fo  adting  is  not 
their  covert  and  raoft  dangerous  enemy, 
is  a  tafk  fitted  only  to  the  utmoft  native 
energy  of  mind,  fortified  and  improved 
by  every  poffible  aid  -of  corporal  ftrength 
and  intelledtual  tuition. 

Who,  that  conliders  this  attentively, 
but  muff  laugh  at  the  idea  of  a  woman 

affuming 
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affiuming  this  office  ? — an  Atlas  in  pet¬ 
ticoats,  is  not  a  more  ridiculous  idea. — 
Yet  what  is  it  we  pretend  to,  when  we 
take  on  ourfelves  to  advife  a  people  for 
their  good,  or  in  other  words  to  decide 
on  their  policy? — It  may  be  faid  that 
there  have  been  female  heads,  female 
hearts,  and  female  conflitutions  com¬ 
petent  to  all  the  fatigues  of  jurifprudence,- 
that  women  have  governed  kingdoms 
and  their  rulers,  with  credit  and  with 
wifdom.  Few,  very  few,  are  the  in- 
ftances ;  for  in  the  cafe  of  female  mo¬ 
narchy  it  will  be  found,  that  the  female 
character  bears  with  it  all  its  infirmities, 
and  that  it  is  the  advifers  who  rule  it ; 
and  in  the  cafe  of  female  afcendency,  it  is 
pretty  evident  that  it  gains  its  reputation, 
and  produces  its  effedl,  only  by  adding  its 
peculiar  properties  to  thofe  of  the  more 
powerful  fex. 

Power  mull  be  defined,  before  it  can 
be  denominated  good  or  evil  ;  and  it  is 

certain . 
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certain  that  it  wears,  at  different  times, 
a  very  different  afped.  When  we  fee 
a  nation  or  a  country  made  happy  by  the 
exercife  of  it,  we  confider  it  as  an  envi¬ 
able  prerogative  ;  but  when  we  perceive 
it  exerted  in  the  daughter  of  the  human 
fpecies,  and  having  for  its  aim  nothing 
but  anuniverfal  chaos,  who  would  delire 
to  partake  it?  who  would  not  rather 
decline  it,  if  offered  ?  Unhappy  indeed 
are  they,  who  are  compelled,  by  fex  and 
lituation,  to  take  an  adive  part  in  foci- 
ety,  when  the  end  of  their  exertions  is 
doubtful,  when  no  man  can  fay  <  I  will 
*  do  juftice,’  or  promife  himfelf  that  he 
will  not  be  guilty  of  oppreflion. 

From  all  the  perplexities  of  human 
interefts,  from  all  the  harrowing  of  in- 
decifion,  all  the  danger  of  becoming 
guilty  through  vice  or  error ;  from  all 
queftions  between  public  and  private 
claims ;  from  all  the  fatigue  of  intenfc 
thought,  racking  the  brain  to  the  verge 
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of  madnefs,  and  all  the  remorfe  arifing 
from  unrelifted  temptation  ;  from  all 
the  ten  thoufand  miferies  of  power,  we, 
happy  women,  and  doubly  happy  as 
Englilhwomen,  are  providentially  ex¬ 
empt.  Protected  by  the  laws,  by  cuftom, 
and  tlie  general  fentiment  of  our  country, 
we  may,  if  we  chufe  it,  live  undifturbed 
in  the  poffeffion  of  every  earthly  good. 
Public  calamity  muft  become  perfonal 
fuffering,  it  mult  pervade  the  receffes 
of  our  dwellings,  before  we,  houfed  and 
fheltered  as  we  are,  in  the  hearts  of  our 
generous  prote&ors,  are  expofed  to  it. 
The  whole  world  might  be  at  war,  and 
yet  not  the  rumor  of  it  reach  the  ear  of 
an  Englifhwoman^ — empires  might  be 
loft,  and  ftates  overthrown,  and  ftill  fhe 
might  purfue  the  peaceful  occupations  of 
her  home  ;  and  her  natural  lord  might 
change  his  governor  at  pleafure,  and  fhe 
feel  neither  change  nor  hardfhip. 

And  now,  who  would  give  up  this 
peace,  this  fecurity,  this  fituation,  fo 

friendly 
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friendly  to  all  the  gentle  virtues  of  the 
heart,  and  all  the  elegant  powers  of  the 
mind,  to  make  inroads  into  the  hoftile 
lands  of  public  feud  and  political  con- 
teft  ?  Is  there  any  thing  fo  alluring  in 
the  exercife  of  the  irafcible  paffions  ?  is 
there  any  thing  fo  congenial  to  the  fe¬ 
male  temper,  in  the  methods  adopted  by 
the  covetous  of  power,  that  we  fhould 
barter  all  our  joys  to  partake  theirs  ? 
What  do  we  fee  gained  by  fuch  as  are  at 
prefent  foremoft  in  the  conteft  ?  Endlefs 
anxiety  is  the  portion  of  thofe  in  power! 
chagrin  not  to  be  alleviated  is  evident 
in  thofe  excluded  from  it. — Let  us  then 
leave  the  field  of  battle  to  them. 

But  peace,  happinefs,  and  the  mild' 
virtues,  I  might  aimed;  fay  every  virtue, 
will  depart  our  dwellings,  if  once  we  are 
inftigated  to  take  a  part  too  adlive  in  the 
world  ;  and  the  mental  fufrerings  this 
change  will  fuperinduce,  will  far  exceed 
thofe  of  the  other  fex  ;  for,  as  it  is  im- 
K  a  poffible 
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poffible  to  give  our  minds  the  ftrength 
of  their’s,  our’s  muft  fink  where  their’s 
might  remain  firm  ;  as  our  feelings  are 
more  acute,  our  perceptions  of  evil  will 
ftill  more  diftreffmgly  harafs  us  ;  and 
as  we  muft,  after  all  our  efforts,  be  par¬ 
tially  ignorant,  all  the  mifery  ofimperfed 
information,  a  mifery  that  aggravates 
every  danger,  will  diffract  us.  Not 
knowing  when  we  are  fafe,  we  fhall  not 
know  what  to  fear ;  and  blinded  by  our 
paflions,  and  milled  by  our  prejudices,we 
fhall  be  alternately  elevated  and  depreffcd 
equally  above  and  below  the  level  of 
reafon. 

Too  intimate  an  acquaintance  with 
the  world,  can  have  no  very  foothing 
influence  on  the  human  mind.  Thofe 
who  know  leaft  of  it,  uniformly  think 
the  belt  of  it  ;  and  thofe  who  are  en¬ 
gaged  deeply  in  its  cares,  are  forced  to 
exclude  from  their  thoughts  many  things 
better  worth  their  confideration.  When 
we  women  commence  politicians,  there 

will 
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will  be  an  end  of  one  charadteriflic  dif¬ 
ference  obfervable  in  the  minds  of  the 
two  fexes,  I  mean  the  fuperior  influence 
of  religion  on  that  of  females.  We  {ball 
have  the  fame  neceflities  to  plead  ;  we 
fliall  frame  the  fame  excufes  for  neg¬ 
lecting  what  can  never  be  negledted  in¬ 
nocently;  and  we  fliall  fancy,  that  while 
we  are  ferving  the  (late,  according  to 
our  ideas,  we  are  ferving  our  Maker. 

But  this  is  fallacious  reafoning.  Our 
Maker  never  defigned  us  for  any  thing 
but  what  he  created  us,  a  fubordinate 
clafs  of  beings ;  a  fort  of  noun  adjedtive 
of  the  human  fpecies,  tending  greatly  to 
the  perfection  of  that  to  which  it  is  joined ; 
but  incapable  of  fole-fubfiftence. 

In  this  age  of  female  heroifm,  I  fliall 
gain  no  credit  by  avowing  myfelfinimical 
to  the  idea  of  female  patriotifm  ;  but  in 
truth,  I  know  no  fuch  virtue.  A  wo¬ 
man’s  country  is,  according  to  my  con¬ 
ceptions,  that  which  her  protestor  chufes 
K 1  for 
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for  her ;  and  it  is  only  fuch  of  us  as  enjoy 
the  unenviable  privilege  of  being  wholly 
at  our  own  difpofal,  that  can  boaft  with¬ 
out  abfurdity  of  their  patriotifm.  We 
may  entertain  a  tender  regard  for  the  foil 
that  gave  birth  to  our  dearefl:  connec¬ 
tions  j  we  may  think  with  a  figh  of  the 
fcenes  endeared  to  us  in  our  youth ;  but 
to  prefer  our  country  to  all  others,  for 
this  truly  felfHh  reafon,  that  we  ourfelves 
were  born  in  it,  is  to  adopt  the  conduct 
of  fome  wives,  now,  perhaps,  repenting 
their  folly,  who  have  too  late  perceived, 
that  the  interefts  of  a  hufband  are  thofe 
which  fhould  regulate  the  affedtions  of 
the  wife. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  privi¬ 
leges  which  this  country  allows  the 
female  fex,  and  the  confequent  comforts 
and  enjoyments  refulting  from  the  con- 
fentaneous  opinion  of  Englifhmen  in 
their  favor,  will  excite  as  reftlefs  a  fpirit 
of  envy  and  jealoufy  in  the  women  of 

left- 
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lefs-favored  nations,  as  our  public  peace 
and  profperity  has  raifed  in  the  men. 
In  France,  notwithftanding  all  their 
boafted  freedom  and  equality,  women 
have  fuffered  an  irreparable,  and  a  mod 
barbarous  degradation  in  the  dilfolution 
of  the  marriage  union  at  pleafure.  A 
few  of  the  licentious  may  at  firft  be 
pleafed  with  this  freak  of  liberty ;  but 
nine  tenths  of  the  Gallic  ladies  will  foon 
be  weary  of  it  :  they  will  perceive  that 
they  are  difgraced  :  pride  will  reftrain 
fome,  fear  others,  from  owning  that 
their  adored  fyftem  of  anarchy  could  be 
in  any  point  erroneous  :  they  will  look 
with  a  malignant  eye  on  the  refpectable 
Englilh  wife,  repaid  for  all  her  facrifices 
and  abfurdities,  by  that  moft  gratifying 
of  all  returns,  the  efleem  and  affebtion 
of  a  worthy  man:  they  will  compare 
their  own  unfettled  ftate,  the  tyranny  of 
their  temporary  mafters,  the  fubjebtion 
in  which  fear  of  change  detains  them- 
K  4  felves. 
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felves,  the  precarioufnefs  of  their  lot,  and 
its  certain  pejoration  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  expreflionj  as  their  attractions  de¬ 
cline  ;  they  will  compare  all  this  with, 
our  better  fate  ;  and,  unable  to  amend 
their  own  fituation,  they  will,  if  we  may 
truft  experience,  endeavor  to  lower  us 
to  their  own  ftandard.  One  art  which 
they  will  certainly  ufe,  is  that  of  ex¬ 
citing  us,  by  their  example,  to  take  part 
in  politics,  in  whatever  can  render  us 
unamiable  and  ferocious.  By  this  ma¬ 
noeuvre,  they  will  hope  to  lelfen  the 
mutual  attachment  fubfifling  between 
the  fexes  ;  they  will  fet  us  at  variance 
amongft  ourfelves,  and  then  their  next 
ftep  needs  no  prediction. 

Whoever  believes  me  in  this  llate- 
ment  of  contingencies,  which,  I  believe., 
is  no  more  than  common  fenfe  points  out 
to  every  perfon  of  any  reflection,  will  I 
truft  join  in  my  opinion  that  it  behoves 
every  woman,  particularly  at  this  crifis, 

to 
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to  be  extremely  tenacious  of  the  real  fe¬ 
minine  charader,  and  to  improve  to  the 
utmoft  by  every  honeft  means,  that  fa¬ 
vorable  difpofition  which  Englifhmen 
entertain  towards  us.  Unlefs  we  are 
emulous  of  that  infamous  repudiation 
which,  in  its  very  permiffion,  ftrikes  at 
once  at  the  root  of  all  love,  all  faith,  all 
honor,  all  delicacy,  which  leaves  a  wo¬ 
man  a  fligmatized  charader,  and  her 
children  an  equivocal  birthright,  wre 
ought  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  oppofe 
the  admiffion  of  fuch  a  principle  into  the 
minds  of  our  protedors.  What  woman 
with  the  common  feelings  of  nature, 
be  fhe  ever  fo  ignorant  or  ever  fo  highly 
educated,  w'ould  not  revolt  at  the  idea  of 
being  difmiffed  like  Hagar,  from  the 
door  of  a  man  who  had  courted  her 
with  all  the  blandifhments  of  love,  and 
for  whofe  fake  fhe  had  torn  herfelf  from 
fond  parents  and  a  happy  domeftic  fo- 
.ciety.  The  offspring  of  the  outcaft 
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Hagarwas  Ifhmael — his  hand  was  againft 
every  man’s — and  fo  will  be  the  hand  of 
all  fuch  fubjeCts  of  dereliction. — The 
early  cruelty  of  the  world  tends  more 
than  any  thing  to  form  a  defperate  cha¬ 
racter  ;  and  if  the  fucceeding  generation 
of  Gauls  do  not  cut  one  another’s  throats, 
it  will  be  only  becaufe  their  fathers  have 
taught  them  the  folly  of  it. 

It  was  thought  before  the  dreadful 
confutation  fet  forth  in  France,  that  there 
were  fome  innate  affections  of  the  human 
heart,  which  like  the  firfb  principles  of 
geometry,  were  too  evident  to  be  proved, 
and  which  were  refolvable  folely  into  the 
immutable  nature  of  things ;  but  modern 
philofophy  and  that  bleffed  hypothefis 
materialifm,  have  undeceived  us  :  there 
are  now  no  focial  ties  fubfifting  in  hu¬ 
man  nature — the  parental,  the  filial, 
the  fraternal  affecftions,  love,  friendfh^ 
gratitude,  are  all  cbfclete  or  vulgar  pre¬ 
judices,  unworthy  the  regard  or  rather 

court- 
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courting  eradication  from  the  hand  of 
every  pupil  of  French  liberty.  Should 
the  perverlion  of  human  judgment  pro¬ 
ceed  a  little  farther,  and  God  only  knows 
where  it  will  hop,  we  may  exped  to  fee 
public  honors  decreed  to  the  wretch  who 
fhall  be  impious  enough  to  lift  his  hand 
againft  his  parent. 

Such  are  the  confequences  of  French 
fpeculation  and  refinement,  that  it  is  now 
become  difficult  to  fay,  what  is  virtue, 
and  what  is  vice,  and  equally  a  matter  of 
uncertainty  to  find  a  teft  to  which  we 
may  appeal.  The  Mafaic  law  we  leave 
for  the  jews  ;  the  Gofpel  is  now  to  be 
rejeded ;  the  apofiles  cannot  hope  for 
more  honor  than  their  matter,  fo  that 
all  our  rule  of  life  is  at  once  annihilated. 
I  fuppofe  any  democrat  to  whom  this 
might  be  urged,  would  refer  me  for  the 
fupply  of  all  thefe  deficiencies  to  the  de¬ 
crees  of  the  National  Convention.  But 
were  their  vigilance  ever  fo  great,  had 

their 
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their  forefight  provided  a  remedy  for 
every  pofllbly  exifting  evil,  what  credit 
could  they  gain  with  the  world  while 
their  deeds  are  the  mod  flagitious  that 
ever  difgraced  any  rabble  ? 

There  is,  I  fuppofe,  in  the  mind  of 
every  one  not  entirely  abandoned  to 
vice  and  profligacy,  a  fort  of  reafon  in 
the  feelings,  a  kind  of  appetite  in_the 
confcience  that  muft  be  fatisfied  previ¬ 
ous  to  any  fober  enjoyment.  It  is  not 
our  having  all  that  this  world  can  afford 
of  its  good  things,  it  is  not  our  living 
ad  libitum ,  it  is  not  our  infuring  the  im¬ 
mediate  gratification  of  any  or  of  every 
wifh,  that  will  make  a  rational  being 
happy,  or  even  contented  ;  we  muft  live 
by  rule ;  we  muft  aft  up  to  what  w:e 
think  our  duty,  or  peace  of  mind  is  not 
our’s.  No  one  convinced  of  this  truth> 
would  contend  that  a  multiplication  of 
duties  is  neceflary  to  our  happinefs,  or 
that  to  feek  undefined  virtue,  is  the 

fhorteft 
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Ihorteft  method  to  be  virtuous.  We  arc 
not  only  fafeft,  but  unlefs  our  own  per- 
verfe  wills  torment  us,  we  are  happieft 
in  a  ftate  of  reafonable  and  well  regulated 
fub ordination.  Whoever  will  take  the 
trouble  of  guiding  us,  deferves,  but 
rarely  meets  with  our  gratitude.  It  is 
feldom  till  we  have  fmarted  for  our 
temerity  that  we  are  prevailed  on  to  be 
cautious. 

It  may  be  faid,  that  while  affairs  fo 
important  as  the  fates  of  kings  and  em¬ 
pires  intereft  the  attention  of  the  world* 
it  is  idle  to  demand  any  part  of  it  for 
the  minor  duties  of  prudence  or  deco~ 
rum,  and  that  private  opinions  cannot 
be  maintained  in  the  univerfal  clamor 
of  public  commotion  ;  but  this  is  fo- 
phiftry.  If  we  call  ourfelves  free  agents, 
our  own  will  muft  be  the  propelling 
power  to  all  our  a&ions ;  and  as  the 
private  judgment  muft  regulate  the  in¬ 
dividual  will,  it  is  every  one’s  private 

opi- 
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opinion  that  muft  form  the  character. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  we  give  up  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  thinking  for  ourfelves ;  if  while 
we  rave  for  liberty,  we  can  be  content 
to  follow  implicitly  the  dilates  of  im¬ 
perious  falhion,  without  once  afking 
ourfelves  how  far  we  are  juftified,  we 
muft  renounce  all  pretenfions  to  our 
boafted  powers  of  difcrimination,  and 
bear  patiently  the  infult  with  which 
our  deluders  will  infallibly  repay  our 
credulity. 

Could  an  inhabitant  of  a  region  un¬ 
connected  with  this  terraqueous  globe, 
behold  what  is  now  palling  on  it,  and 
fuppoling  him  a  creature  endued  but 
with  uncorrupted  human  powers,  what 
muft  he  think  of  the  wifdom  of  this 
world?  With  what  aftonifhment  and 
contempt  muft  he  view  a  people  fet- 
tino;  about  a  reformation  of  fome  few 
public  grievances,  by  annihilating  their 
own  exiftence  as  a  nation,  and  intro¬ 
ducing 
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during  all  thofe  calamities  amongftthem- 
felves  which  the  Almighty  has  referved 
as  his  mod  direful  punifhments  ?  When 
he  fees  one  of  the  fineft  countries  un¬ 
der  the  canopy  of  Heaven  defolated  by 
war,  when  he  fees  every  bleffing  re¬ 
jected  and  every  curfe  preferred,  what 
muft  he  think  of  the  fanity  of  that 
people  ?  But  what  is  their  prefent  fitu- 
ation  to  that  into  which  a  very  fhort 
time  muft  now  plunge  them,  if  they  do 
not  feek  peace? — Whence  are  they  to  be 
fublifted  ?  Where  is  the  provifion  for 
the  future  year  ?  Wftiere  is  the  land  of 
Egypt  to  which  they  may  go  down  to 
buy  bread  ? 

But  Ihould  fuch  an  aerial  fpecftator 
perceive  that  this  horrible  example  of 
popular  madnefs  not  only  does  not 
alarm  the  furrounding  nations,  but  that 
fome  have  followed,  and  others  are  with 
difficulty  reftrained  from  following  it — ■ 
ftiould  he  caft  his  eye  upon  an  ifland 

abound- 
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abounding  with  all  that  human  neceflity 
afks,  or  human  covetoufnefs  can  grafp  ; 
fhould  he  obferve  the  inhabitants  to  be 
governed  by  wife  laws  and  a  virtuous 
magiftrate,  and  to  live  in  that  medium 
which  divides  fubjugation  from  licen- 
tioufnefs,  muft  he  not  think  thefe  ifland- 
ers  mad,  on  any  terms  or  for  any  im¬ 
provement  of  their  fituation,  to  rifk 
the  forfeiture  of  bleffings  fo  invalu¬ 
able  ? — If  fuch  a  being  fhould  look  down 
on  us,  let  him  my,  countrywomen,  per¬ 
ceive,  that  whatever  mad  fchemes  may 
occupy  the  minds  of  Frenchmen ,  Eng- 
lijhwomen  are  ftill  in  their  fober  fenfes. 


25th  Jan.  1793. 


HIS  day  all  our  hopes  that  it  was 


impoffible,  however  mad  the 
French  might  be,  that  they  fhould  avow 
themfelves  a  nation  of  murderers ,  are  at 
an  end  !— ' Thofe  ftrenuous  advocates  for 


free- 
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freedom,  for  juftice,  and  for  Gallic  vir¬ 
tue,  who  pledged  themfelves  for  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  their  views,  and  a  glorious  if- 
fue  to  their  proceedings,  muft  now 
abandon  the  caufe,  or  take  upon  them¬ 
felves  an  opprobrium  the  honeft  mind 
fhudders  at. — -Can  there,  out  of  France, 
be  found  a  human  being  to  vindicate 
the  condud:  of  thofe  who  have  condemned, 
and  murdered  Louis  the  lixteenth?  a  man 
agamft  whom  nothing  could  be  reafon- 
ably  objeded,  but  that  his  intelledual 
powers  were  limited,  and  that  he  was 
— a  king!  For  him  no  one  at  all  com¬ 
petent  to  judge  of  his  previous  fuffer- 
ings,  can  now  mourn — all  who  believe 
the  exigence  of  an  all-direding  Provi¬ 
dence,  muft  rejoice  that  his  blood- 
thirfty  perfecutors  have  at  length  fet 
this  innocent  object  of  their  cruelty  at 
liberty. — He  is  difmilfed  to  that  peace, 
(God  forgive  me  if  I  fay,)  they  can  never 
know. — I  wifh  only  to  hear,  that  all  his 
miferable  relatives  have  fharejd  his  fate, 

and 
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and  I  then  fhall  wait  with  patience  the 
vengeance  of  offended  Heaven. 

For  the  fake  of  juftice,  for  the  fake  of 
innocence,  for  the  fake  of  all  mankind, 
may  the  European  powers  rife  and  crufh 
thefe  execrable  wretches;  but  fhould  the 
Almighty  defeat  our  defigns,  fill  punifh- 
ment,  the  mod:  dreadful  of  all  punifh- 
ments,  impends  over  guilty  France.  Let 
all  their  wifhes  be  indulged ;  let  them 
fatiate  their  fury  with  blood ;  and  let 
them  be  left  to  themfelves. 

Deferted  by  his  kindred,  oppofed  by 
every  fpecies  of  inhumanity,  difgraced, 
infulted,  and  murdered ;  the  unhappy 
Louis  yet  rifes,  and  will  ever  rife  to 
our  remembrance,  an  objedt  of  pity  and 
refpedt.  The  decencies  refufed  him  by 
his  countrymen,  fhall  be  abundantly  of¬ 
fered  to  him  by  Britifh  hearts — he  has 
had  our  commiferation ;  he  has  our 
tears in  the  feelings  excited  by  his 
miferies,  we  have  forgotten  that  he  was 
2  once 
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once  an  enemy,  that  he  was  ever  an 
alien,  and  that  he  was  not  a  brother. 

What  an  aweful  leiTon  does  his  fate 
hold  out  to  us  of  the  infra  bility  of  human 
greatnefs,  and  the  non-efficacy  of  fu- 
preme  dignity,  to  fhield  any  man  from 
the  greateft  calamities  of  the  lowed;  or¬ 
ders  ! — And,  on  the  other  hand,  what  in- 
eftimable  confolation  is  offered  to  us, 
by  that  never-failing  affurance  inter¬ 
woven  with  our  very  nature,  that  there 
is  One  who  judges  the  world  in  righte- 
oufnefs,  and  who  will  reward  every  man 
according  to  his  work. 
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